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CONFIDENTIAL
DMBAM TM OF TE AM'

E)QqERSp, 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AN)
APO 96490

AVDA1H 15 Nlovember 1969

SUBJECT: Operationdl Repot for Wivterly Period Ending 31 October 1969

FOS CSFOR-65- (RI) 01u

TiIMJ: Commanding General
]:U Field Force, Vietnan

ATTN: AM C-4E-H
A:O 96266

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Department of the Army
Washington, D.C. 20310

SECTION I: OPERATIONS

1, (0) Operations:

a. General

(i) The rep6rting period covers Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR (initiated

241200H Jun 69) as a part of Operation Toan Tlmang III.

(2) The August-- ,ber 1969 period saw a continuation of the roles, mis-

sions and functions from the last reporting period, 'out 1i th an increase in the

use of combined ARMN-US operations. During the reporting period, the 1st Cav-

alry Division (Airmobile) conducted operations in Binh Duong, Tdy Nim, Binh

Long and Phuoo Long Provinces. A continued buil -up of intelligonce culvdnted

with the Communist offensive on the night of 11-.!2 August that consisted of at-

tacks on most fire support bases in the Divisionts axes of operxaior (A0). "alo

major portion of the battle lasted two days -hile some significant contacts oor -

tinued for a week after the highpoint. The dewrease in eneny activity in the

ensuing wooks roturned the 1st Caylry Division (All) to the employment of smaUl

unit operations to locate and dostzroy enemy bunkwr oozplexes, cache sites,

F0 R oTr v7F 0 ~ oT ~DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
( V /00-7 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12YEARS.
Inclosure CONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200.10
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and interdict cnem.y infiltration nd logistics routes and elln.,o enemy

forces within the tactical area of responsibility. Throughout -the reporting

period, the Division continuously conducted small, unit combined operations with

elements of the 5th ARVN Division, 34th and 35th ARVN Ranger Battalions, Ist

and 15th ALHN Cavalry Squadrons, Regional Force/PopuLar Force Units, Civilian

Irregular Defense Groups (CIDG) and the 2nd ARVN0 A M 3DE, when it moved into

the AO in October. The use of combined operations has established profitable

relationships and siGmificantly improved the o3erational efficiency of all units

involved.

(a) Enemy losses: 3679 ELA, 53 PW capturod, 100 IHoi Chanhs, 145

crew-served we~pons captured, 3736 large cclibar rounds captured, 87,181 snall

* caliber rounds captured.

(b) Friendly losses: 137 KICA, 1239 WIA of which 006 required evacuation,

6 OH-6A destroyed, 5 UH-1H destroyed, 2 IH-lG dostroyed, 1 3/4 ton track des-

troyed, one 1/4 ton truck destroyed, 9 tanks destroyed, 39 ACAVs destroyed,

one 3/4 ton trailer destroyed, and one D-5 bulldczer dostroya,

(3) The steady buildup of evidence which, in general, substantiated

attack plans by the encmy forces was oohfirmod during the early morning hours

of 12 August as enemy forces launched stand-off attacks followed by ground

probes throughout the Division AO. Enemy ground attacks were launched against

fire support bascs Andy, Aspen, Becky and Sidewinder, the Duc Phong Special

Forces District Headquarters and the villages of An Loc and too Mfinh. Parsvit

.operations of the retreating enemy forces continued for a week after the

general offensive with the major portion of the fi&hting tcking place during

the first three days when the enemy lost 761 Ml~ts.
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(4) Enemy activity dccreased sharply after the initial offensive andi

generally consisted of light indirect fire attacks. The lull was broken briefly

during early September when a short upsurge of enemy activity occurred in War

Zone "C" and Dinh Long Province, During the latter hal f of Septomber, intelli-

gence indicated a reorientation and reorganization of major NVAIVC units within

the Division AO. Indirect fire attacks continued and were accompnied by li&'t

0round probes by sapper elements. To counter this threat, the Ist Caval ry

Division (2A) employed extensive small unit night ambushes for the purpose of

interdicting enemy units and disrupting planned sequence of attacks. Ambush

operations resulted in 121 NVL Kia during the mnth of September.

(5) Th6 September lull continued through the month of October. The

emphasis placed on small unit operations and ambushes yielded frequent contacts

with s.mll groups (3-6 individuals) moving through the area. There was a

sharp increase in the number of minor cache sites discovered. Some larger

sites were located with the aid of Hoi Clhnhs.

(6) Combined AIV:y-US operations yere centered in Dinh Long and i1huoc

Long Provinces throughout most of the reporting period. The use of conbined

operations has established an increased rapport between ARVN-US units and

significantly increascd the operational efficiency of the units involved.

Increased emphasis was placed upon the Vietnamization of the war effort by the

introduction of the 2nd ARVN AN DDE into Wr Zone "C" to onduct operations in

coordination with the Divisionts 1st Brigade. During the last half of the

quarter, an increased number of enemy officers rallied to the GVN. Both enemy

officers and enlisted men complained of the demoralizing aspects of dib6ab,

food short'aj-end allied firepower.
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b. (C) ist Brigade Operations

(I) iission: 1st Brigade continued operations in AO MiKTUCKY C')UGAR to

interdict enemy lines of communications, neutralize major enemy forces, -Zd

locate and destroy installations and equipmnt.

(2) Execution:
(a) Ist Brigaete continued operations into Awgst with th8 2-7 Ca, 2-8

Cav, and the 1-12 Cav to intodict enemy movemont through the Drigadde A0 and

to neutralize all major enemy forces. Since visual reconnaissance, ground to

air firings, cud usually reliable sourccs of intelligence indicated a sizea, ble

enemy force between FS3's IE and JAMI, the 1-12 Cay, ith A/2-7 Cav and

A and D 2-8 Cay OCON, initiated a 2-day combined encirclement of the suspected

area. Thxovghout the month, emphasis was placed on saturation ambushes to

interdict enemy movement into and out of the AG.

(b) 1st Brigade continued operations into September with the 2-7 Cav,

2-8 Cav, and the 1-12 Cav to interdict encr -y movemont through the Brigade

AO and to destroy all major enemy forces. Emhasis this month was placed on

improving ambush techniques rather than saturating areas with poor qusality

anbushes and with locating and destroying enemy caches in known cache areas.

(c) During October 1st Brigade conducted operations in the central

portion of th-e Brigade AG to interdict routes of infiltration amd locate and

destroy enemy caches. 1st Brigade assisted the 2nd ARI Airborne rrigade in

establishing two new Fire Support Bases (FSB VICKY and FSB J .CKIE) and reopen-

ing FS3 CARCMIT. In addition, due to an increase in troop strength, AO ij TUCKY

COUGAR was increased in size by extending its Western boundry further wcst and

on 1 November 69 will include FS3 BAMARA.

4
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(3) Discussion and Analysis of Si.inificant Operations.

(a) 11 AUG: At 0300 .rs, D/2-8 Cay --t FSB DECKY received 49 mixed

60mm and 82ma mortar rounds, 15 MG rounds, 3 unmown t"po roun s and -roun&

attack from an estimated company size unit. Enemy indirect fire positions

and groun.d elements iere engaed with organics, ARM L, Artillery, .vid Shadow

(0-47 gunhip). Decause of olxly warning, quick reaction, and superior fircpower,

there were only 04 US KIA and 10 US VIA while th( NVA sufferd 17 KIho Cont"ct

broke at 0345 hours.

(b) 12 AUG: At 0325 hours, D/2-8 Cay at P, BECKY receivood 400 rounds

of mixed 6 0mm, 82mmy and 120mm ortars, 107mm rockets and RPG's; 'combined with

a ground attack by aproxisiately 2 companies. The heavy volum of indirect

fire resulted in 08 US IC[A, 05 US NILL. and 39 US WIA. (many of whom were

8-tillerymen), and 01 155hri howitzer damnaed. However, because of the

extrem6ly heavy volume of fire from organics, artillery, ARk, Shaaow, and

Night Hawk (UH-lH equipped with night vision devices, searchlight ana d~nigun),

and the extensive use of claymores, Husch flaxest and fouasse, the enemy was

repulsed with heavy losses and did not succeed in penetrcating the perimeter.

Sporadic contact continued until 0450 hours rcsulting in 54 NVA KI 6nd 01

IV (MIAts were confirmd KA at lter date).

(c) 25-28 AUG: Intelligence indicated a sizeable enoatv force in the

vicinity of XT 4173 and each battalion initiated action to !,lock enemy avenues

of escape. (A/2-7 Cay to th northeast, A andP/1-12 Cay to the southeast and

southwest, and A and D Cots 2-8 Cav to the west and northwcst). Each unit was

under control of their respective battalions., On 26 August, all units became

)PCOIN to the' 1-12 Cay and proceeded to move towards the center of the encircle-

ment. Contact was light and sporadic in all aroas. Bec-use of light contact

CONFIDENTIAL
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and negative visul-. sightings by visual reconnaissznce, it was determined that

the enemy force had evaded the encirclement. Therefore on 27 Auust, A/2-7

C1v and D/2-8 Cav returned OPCON to their respective battalions. On 28 August,

A/2-8 Cav returned OPCON to the 2-0 Cav and the combined operation terr inatcd

with disappointi - results. There were 37 NVA KI accounted for during the

operation, mostly by airstrikes, artillery, .A Li and Brigade Scout Ipmships,

(a) 06 E.: At 0405 hours FSB JA1 E Teceivod 15-20 60-.-, 81lm, and

120mm mortars. At 0411 hours observed and engaged 03 individual. in -rite on

North side of FSB. Enga.fgd with small arms (S/A) resulting in 03 I,.A. EIA.

Engaged 4-5 x .51 caliber positions with Shoiow, artillery, and idbla resulting

in 04 NVA IA and O1 .51 caliber position destroyed. Cbserved and en.rfred 06

individuals in wire to 1Forthwest of FSB with s/a and 81mn mortars resultig in

06 NVA KIA. Sporadic incoming continued until 0628 hours. At 0732 hours while

wounded were being carried to Mcdevac helicopter on log pad, received 05-06

mixed 82mm ad -120mm motars that resulted in more casualties. Total US

casualties were 03 IA and 18 WIA while there were 21 h'VA MCE.

(e) 13 SM: FSB JAI-UE received 08-10 82ma mortar roundb at 0940 hours

resulting in 01 US IIA. At 1107 hours received 10-12 rounds of 82mm fire

with negative dmzage. Areas were engared with Artillery on both occasions.

(f) 15 SEP: FS3 GRAdM received 03 rounds of ortar fire at 1925 hours

and then at 1935 hours recei:sed 17 more 60mm and 82mm mortar rounds resulting

in 01 US 1CEA and 04 US WIA.

(g) 17 SNP: FSB JXMIE received 03 82am iortar rounds .t 0925 hours.

Sporadic incoming continued until 1100 hours resulting in 05 US MIA.

(h) The above four (4) incidents point up three of our reactions of

which the eaemy is using to good advantage, i.e. , (1) the enemy is waiting

6

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quaterly Period Ending, 31 October 1969

until we are out in the opon after morta_ ing to .eithdr did, the woondea Oz

(21 to' just look around nd ad the statis of 1s, damage. (3) They xe -also

putting indirect fire on Fire Spport Basps at hours wn there is ViMM

movement, ie, Breakfast and Dinner. It is therefdro recommended that all

personnel be advised of these tactics caid commanders take apprborljate action

to counteract these natural reactions.

(i) At 2334 hours 13 SE: FS3 IIUI2 received 75-i00 rounds of aixed

60rm, 82rm, 107mm rockets, 57mn recoilesg rifle, RG, ond sporadic s/a fire.

Area enga6ged with Artillery nd Spooky res.lting in 34 NVA KIA, 01 'VA PW,

14 US ' a nd numerous ito.s of equipment. This and all other attacks taken

by FS3s have been of indirect nature with only light (cnd apparently inexper-I

ienced) sapper probes. This trend points to the possibility of a shortage of

oxperienced/traind personnel ead possibly the inability of initiating any

major offensive at this time.

(j) At 1515 hours on 25 SM?: A CH-47 helicopter with a 3/4 ton loadea

vehicle slung beneath it, dropped its load from 3000 feet wh-ile traveling at 70

knots, I.nediately, the hook went doxm to lower altitudes and searched the

area for signs of the truck, The Brigade Scouts and an Apache Pink Team were

sent out to try end locate the vehicle. There were negative sightings until

the c.=ly afternoon of the 28th. A/l- .9Oavtd "Blues" Tere inserted and policcd

up equipment until 1600 h6urs on the 29th. The actu,,l cause for the accident

has not been detorminad at this time, however it probably is one of the

following:

CONFIDENTIAL
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(-.) ILroper rigging.
(2) Too hedvy a loe on the vehicle.

(3) NWorn or weakened slin,.

(k) Recommendations for igmprvement in this field are:

(1) Inspect all sling equipicnt thoroughly before and a-'ter

each move,

(2) Inspect attach ent points on vehicle or load before noving.

(3) Do not overload vehicle, especially when moving by air.

(4) Do not expect to find object at ground level. It was founid

Qut in wet ground (grass land) that a 3/4 ton track with loa3 Will bary

itself up to 10 feet deep and that it will resemble a boab crater,

(5) Don't expect to finO -any usable material if it is left in the

field unuarm&ed overnight.

(6) Have as wany aerial observer teams as possible look for dropped

equipment with a stand-by team ready for insertion.

(1) 01-13 OCT: Increased enmy activity was noted in the area surround-

ing abandoned FSB- CAROLYIT mnd the area to its west and southwst. The area

was engageod continually by A/l-9 Cav pink teams (1 LOH and 1 AM-lG) and sever l

B-52 strikes. On i3 October, C/1-12, Cav bec-me 0POON to 2-5 Cay and began

operations to the south -nd southeast of COARLYN. On 15 October, 03 tubes of

105s were air lifted to CAROLYN which was secured by C/1-12 Cav thus increas-

ing artillery coverable to the wcst and northwst. D emd A Co 2-5 Cav were

inserted west and northwest of FM CAROLYN, 2-5 Recon Platoon Was insertea to

the southwest of FSB CAROLYT nd both units atteqmted to locate eneMy units

and cache sitcs. Contact was very light and sporadic and on 17 October units of
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the 2-5 Cav were withdramn back to the oe, covered by t.ho ,uns on FM flC, the

artillery withdrew back to FM3 GR-A1T and C/1-12 returned OPCON to 1-12 Cav.

Results of this operation were disappointing with no ground contacts of any

significance and the only body count being by A/1-9 Cay (12 NVA IMH) and the

Brigade Scouts (01 NVA IBH). It was evident from signs on the ground and the

many sightings from the air that there were enemy troops in the axoa -Xound

FM OaLYN, however they were extremely evasive and avoided all contact with

US Troops.

(i) 17-31 OCT: The 2nd IC{VI Airborne Brigade initiated operations with

the Ist Brigade by relociting their brigade TOC in conjunction with 1st Brigade

and opening a new fire base (FS3 JACKIE) with their 3=d Airborne Oattalion in

a designated AO in the northeastern p rt of AO ENTTUCRY COUG1,. On 20 October,

the 9th Airborne 3attalion opened another fire base (F -VICKY) in the north

central part of thelst Brigade AO, On 22 October, the llth Airborne Battalion

reopened FSB- CAROLYN. The areas of FP3 VICKY and FMB CAROLYN were occupied

beforehand by US units to provide a secure ba-se from which to begin constracting

their fire bases. The 2-5, 2-7 and 1-12 Cav were desi.Zrvted to aid one ARVN

unit each (2-5 and llth- Battalion, 2-7 and 3rd BDattalion, -nd 1-12 and 9th

Battalion). Each sponsor was given the russion of introducing their particular

Battalion to the ,Aizrobile type of wax the 1st BrigcAo is currently conducting.

This took the form of informal coordination vith the ARMVN commanders and a

chance for them to observe a few -of our airlifts. This was followed by the

ARVN units conducting secure airlifts under US obsorvation, followed by nctual

extractions and combat assults. The ARVN units have shown willingness to learn

from this typq of patient instruction and have adapted, to the Airmobile concept

of operation and are conducting offensive operations on a large scale.

9
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c. 2d Brigade O-perations

(i) 15.ssion: Operlation Toan Thanrg III continucd throughout the entire

reporting period. During this period, the 2d .rilade, 1st C.valry Division

( M) was giver the mission of lce .Lting and neutrzaizing the 5th VC Division,

of interdicting enemy infiltration routes, of denyring him his tr-Aitional

storege ard staging locations, and Wr eventing him from gaining; t: 0- -:.ntun need-

ed to correnoe offensive operations. The 2d Brig aae was clso assi a. -the three-

fold mission of assisting in the defense of the Song Be - Phuoc Long Province

areas, supporl of the Government of Victn m (GVN) pacification progrci4 and the

promotion of Dong Tien activities. In cmryin, out these missions, the 2d 3riGade

relocated its headquarters on 11 August 1969 from Lai Khe to FSB 3uttons with

OPCON of three maneuver battalions.

(2) Execution: During the reporting period, the 2d Brigadep ISt

Cavalry Division (AM) participated in Operation Ton Thang III which continued

up to the end of the quarter.

(a) The 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry continued operations in the

vicinity of FSB OtKeefe until 4 August 1969 when it displaced to .Duc Phong

end constructed FSB Caldwell upon its closure on 6 August 1969. On 17 August,

the 2-12 Cavagad.n displezed, this time to FS3 Alvarado in Song 3e City, nd

began coiipany sized offensive operations the following day, On 6 September 1969,

the 2-12 Cay conducted another fire support base relocation to FS Don, closing

this location on 8 September 1969 mad i.. icdiately comnencing ccnpaMy sized oper-

ations in the vicinity of the fire support -base end surrounding A0 with emphasis

on ground reconnaissacme, trail interdiction and ambushes.

(b) The 5th Battalion, 7th Cavolry, located at FSB Buttons, was

received 02CON from the 3d Brigade on 6 August 1969. The 5-7 Ce.v maintained res-

10
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ponsibility for the defense of FS.3 Duttons and the 2d Briga de Head-quetcrs,

and contributed to the overall defense of the Song B6 area by aggressively con-

ducting 6Xound reconnaissance and interdicting enemy lines of coniaicantion.

On 26 September 1969, the Battalion displaced to PM 4ay, closing on the now lo-

cation nd coimencing operations in the surrounding AO on the same day in an ef-

fort to counter reports of an enemy build-up in that area.

(c) The 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry continued operations in the AO

surrounding FSB 13ary until 15 August 1969 when it was released O01N from the

2d Brigade and became 0PCO to Division Artillery (Divarty).

(3) The month of August was a highly successful month for the 2d Brigade.

It wa3 characterized by mmerous contacts throughout the month., t'. )y air

cava lry elen~nts cd ground troops, most of these occurting with s-r.ll enemy

units. During the month there wore four significant indirect fire attcks on

2d Brigade fire support bases. The most significpnt event of the ,month occur-

red at 1830 hours on 12 Au&st when a platoon sized ambush from b/2-12 Cav

spotted and engaged a Iarge enemy element moving toward Due Pholig from the north.

The platoon, then heavily engaged, was successfully reinforeed by an a&ition-

al pl.atoon from D/2-12 Cay and contact continued until 2218 hours. Movement con-

tinued throughout the night and a first light check of the contact area revoal-

ed 15 NA IMA and 4 AK-47 rifles, 1 33-40 launcher, and 1 light machim3 gun cap-

tured. Signs, in the battle area; indicated- that many more dead and wounded

enemy soldiers had been taken from the scene during the course of the night.

On 3 August, Ranger Team 42 was engaged by a estimated 30 enemy troops. The

Teem returned fi~m with organics and directed Pink teams, ARA, air strikes and

artillery int-to the area. The contact was broken -after 45 minutcr -A the Teem

was extracted leaving behind an estimated 23 NVA KIA. On 6 Augwst, 0/1-9 Cav,

11O
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again while conducting visual reconnaissance, spotted an unknorm number of enemy
in a bunker complex. The Troop engaged the area with its orgcanic-, artillery

and air strikes, resulting, in 14 NVA KIA. On 11 August, FSB Calle.rll received

50 rounds of 82mm mortar followed by lOxlO7mm r.rckets which resulted in 7 US

WIA and 2 US KIA. Counter mortar targets mre ergaged with 81mm mortars nd

artillery with negative enemy assessment. On 14 August, FM3 Caldwell received

another 40 rounds of mortar fire resulting in light US casualties and negative

damage. Counter mortac fire was unleashed with unknown enemy losses. On 20

August, the 2d Brigade Headquarters at FSB Buttons received 10 rounds of 57m

recoilless rifle fire which impacted in and around the bse. Counter mortar

targets were fired with unknown results. There wore negative friendly casulaties

and damage. On 26 August, 0/1-9, while conducting visual reconnaissance t spot-

ted and engaged 50 enemy in the open. Air strikes, artillery and C/S mere em-

ployed in the area resulting in 12 NVA KIA. At 1030 hours on 27 Augist, 2d

Brigade Scouts spotted and engaged an unknown number of enery in the open result.

ing in 12 NVA IA. On 28 August t D/5-7 received small ar and! D-qo fire and

returned fire with its organics, atillery, AMI and an dr strike. A sweep of

the contact area revaled 8 NVA KIA. On 29 August, D/5-7 continued sweoping

the contact area and found on additional 11 NVA ICIA for a total of 19 NVA KIA

for the action, At 2139 hours on 30 August, the Reconnaissance Platoon of 5-7

Cay on Nui Ba Ra began receiving incoming small axes, 82m mortar end D-40 fire

which continued sporadically until 0305 hours on 31 August. Fire was returned

vith small ar ms, artillery, ARA and a Spooky gun ship. A first light swoop of

the contact aroa revealed 10 NVA I.

(4) The month of September began with moderate enemy resistance in the

Black Horso Brigade area of operations. A significant increase in ground-to-air
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firing occurred during this period. Diing the daylight hours of 10 Septombor,

0/1-9 airoraft reported a total of three separate instances of groun -+o-air

fire. Each location was engadied by the airorafts t orgenics, artillery and nir

strikes acoourning for a total of 26 NVA IA. FSB Buttons on 11 September

received 15x82m mrtar rounds which resulted in no csualties or damage. At

0120 hours on 12 September, FMB Buttons received small arms, automatic weapons,

60am orta= and B-40 rocket fire, resulting in no friendly casua2ties or damage.

FEB Buttons engaged the suspected enemy locations 'i th organies aod counter

mortar fire woth unknown enemy losses. On 15 September, B/5-7 Cay spotted and

engaged an estimated two NVA companies. B Company was reinforced by G Troop,

2d Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Reimwnt (ACR) and later by A/5-7 Car. After

a fierco fire fight the enemy was forced to withdroaw. A sweop conducted of the

contact area by A/5-7 Cav revealed the bodies of 14 NVA IMI and numerous items of

ammnition md enemy equipment. Air strikes, 0/1-9t APA and tube artillery were

also employed during the contaot ith devastating results. Numerous blood trails

and discarded bandages found in the area indicated that enemy losses were ex-

tensive. At 1805 hours on 16 September, while supporting a contact initiated

by B/5-7 Cay, a Brigade Scout aircraft struck a tree and crashed, The crew was

extracted without injury. Several hours later# 13/5-7 Cay heard voices coning

from a bunker complex near the downed airoraft. Artillery was adjusted into

the area throughout the night and two air strikes were euployed at first light.

An unopliose& sweep of the contact area on 17 September revealed the bodies of 10

NVA EA md resulted in the capture of 2 AKX47 rifles, 126 assorted morta roundst.

14 1WG rounds, 1000 AK-47 rounds, and other items. The downed aircraft, which

could not be extracted due to heavy foliage, was stripped of a3l usable components

rnd destroyed. At 1017 hours on 25 September, C/5-7 Cav spottea ara en aged
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movemnt near its positions A sweep of the area found 2 VC KIA and .uiiited

in 9 AK-47 rifles captured. Several hours later, C/5-7 Cavi 'while conducting

ground reconnaissance, spott'd and engaged 6. enemy resulting n 3 VC ,KA ar4

i AK-47 rifle oaptured. Ranger Team 35 spotted -a estimated 50 enemy at 1450

hours on 29 September, The Team called in m d add _.ted RA, artillery and C/

1-9 support, An aerial VR of the area the following day revealed 10 NVA KrA.

At. first light on 29 September, 27 individuals rallied to the allied cause at V

FSB Nary. The ralliers were memcers of the village of Due Bon and stated that

they were dissatisfied with the treatment which they had received from the VC/

IA and were frightened by allied fire power, aerial surveillance and aggres-

sive US ground reconnaiss'anlce.

(5) Activity during the month of October was again characterized by

light to moderate enemy activity with numeous instances of ground-to-air fir-.

ings recorded throughout the month. The nonthts most significant events con-

cerned the record number of persons who rallied to Black Horse Brigaq fire

support bases and forces in the field, At 0630 hours on I October, A/5-7 Ca

received mixed mortar fire, and B-40 rounds. A Medev-ac aircraft dispatched to

the scene received ground-to-air fire, A/5-7 Cav engaged the suspected enemy

locations with small arms and organic mortar, and called artillery and ARA onto

the suspected enemy positions. Upon conducting a sweep of te area, A Company,

following blood trails, found a total of 10 NVA ICLA and csptured several weapons.

On 5 October, FSD Buttons received 2A rounds of 60ma mortar fire with negative

casulaties or damage sustained. The suspected enem-Y locations wore engaged

with counter mortar and artillery fire with unknown enemy losses. On 6 October,

FSB Mary received 25 rounds of 60mm mortar fire and 6 rouids of 3-40 fire.

Negative casualties or damage wore inflicted, The suspect4d enemy locations
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CONFIDENTIAL

t



CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECTs Operational Roer for .uarterly Period Endiuf 31 October 1969

were engagod with unknownD results. At 1120 hours, 0/5-1 Cav founft 18 5tx8tx6t

bunkers forming a circle around 7 10'xi2'x6' -bunkers. There wore also 3 baboo

tables which could neat 10 individuals eaoh, and a classroom area 12'x20', com'-

plete with benohefi, podium, bulletin board and equipmont rack. On 8 October,

F3 Buttons received 24 rounds of 82m mortar fire =ad 30 rounds of 60m mortar

ammunition. A total of 8 Hoi Chauh surrendered to B/2-1Z Cav. The noct d&ry,

11 more individuals rallied to 2-12 Cav at FSB Judie. While on a ground recon-

naissanco mission, B/2-12 Cay detained a total of 9 individunls. Continuing

its reconnaissance, the Cotpany foun& 1x82nm mortar and x6om mortar, both

complete with sights and base plates. Included in this find wore 60 rounds of

82mm mortat and 30 rounds of 60mram oar anunition, On 11 October, villagers

continued to rally to Black Horse Brigade forces with 91 individual s placing

themselves under GVN control. At 1325 hourst one of the Hoi C6hanh led US

troops back into the jungle near FM3 Judie and foune I AK-47 and 3 SO riflos.

On 12 Ootobor, 9 more ralliers tarned themselves in to FSB Nazry from the Duc

Don village area. Balliers continued to turn up within the Black Horse AO on

13 October. At 0750 hours, two men and one woman rallied to 2-12. Cay at FSM

Judie, They brought in with them I .AK-47 rifle and 1 Chicom sub-machine gun

along i&th, armmnition for both, At 0800 hours a man, woun ad child rallied-

to the 5-7 Cdv ,at FM3 Mary. The man indicated that he was a VC and knew the

location of an NVA coipany and a VC platoon. On 14 October, a Hoi Chanh led

members of the Recon Platoon of 5-7 Cav to a weapons cache near a bunker con.

plex. That night, the BrigAe Night Hawk received ground-to-air fi:re on two

occasions, the first incident lasting 25 minutes. The Nigh Hawk and escort

engaged with their organics and adjusted artillery on the enemy locations.

Shadow Gun ship came on station and expanded into the target amea for two and a
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half hours. Based upon the d ghting of the Night H1awk aircraft and the effect-

iveness of the ruppressing fires, a total of 28 enemy IGA was assessed for this

action. On 16 October, A/5-7 Cav detained 2 Hoi Ch-nnh without weapons who ccue

into its position. At 2010 hours on 19 October, PS Judie recelvea approxim.te.

ly 46 rounds of 82m mortar all of which impacted outside of the perimeter.

The 2-12 Cav engaged Uhe suspected enemy locations with mortars and artillery

resulting in unknown enemy losses. On 21 October at i.0 hours, A/2-12 Cav

received 25 to 30 rounds of 82Lm mortar fire and a gound probe. A Company

returned fire with its organics, and the enemy was further engaged -i th artil-

lory, ARA, air strikes, and Brigab Scouts. A sweep of the contact area reveal-

ed 14 NVA KI. On 27 October, helicopter gunships from the B'rigade Scouts and

D/1-9 Cav accounted for a total of 16 enemy KIEA in 4 separate actions. On 29

October a Hoi Chanh led A/2-12 Cav to a small weapons eache which contained I

Soviet MLLT 44 carbine and! several mmitions, At 1600 hours, the Brigaae Scouts

spotted 7 individuals carring AK-47 rifles on a trail. The Scouts and their

cover aircraft engaged with their organics resulting in 7 ernmy KIA. On 30 Oo-

toborp B/1-9 Cav accounted for 14 enemy KIA in 6 separate actions. The 1-9 Cay

was crodited with 10 enemy KIA, an air strike following a grouid-to-air firing

accounted for 2 KIA, and observed artillery fire for 2 enemy IC, J. ile on d

ground reconnaissance missiont B/2-12 Cav found a rice storage area containing

120x220-Ib bags of high quality rice which was subseqently evacuated to the

Song Be Chieu Hoi Center. 31 October found another 12 enemy killed by air action,

4 killed by Brigade Scouts and 8 KIA credited to B/1-9 Cav in 3 separate air-to-

ground actions,

d. 3d Brigade Operations

(1) Mission: At the beginning of this quartol the 3a Brigade was prin-
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oipally oomitted to continuing security operations in the northwestern por..

tion of Phuoo Long Province mid the eastern third of Binh Long Province. The

Brigade mission remained essentially unohaxnge& except for the addition of a com.

tingenoy mission to reinforce the b DuoAu Dop population oomplex, T1his mis-

sion, previously assigned to the 11th Armored Cavalry Regimnt, was passed to

the 3d Brigade owing to current road. conditions betwcen Bo Duo nd Leo Ninh

which precluded movement of tracked vehicles,

(2) Execution: During this quarter, prevailing weather conditions were

typically monsoonal, Heavy ground fog cnd limited visibility in the early mo-i,.

ing hours frequently precluded first light aorial reconnaissence Tha morning

ground fog coupled with frequent early afternoon tlundershowers severely bam.

pored te conAuct.of airinobile operations by restricting the number of daily

flyable hours. to a strict minimum. In addition, ground contacts aid enemy tound-

to-air fire incidents occurring after 1600 hours were frequently denied tactical

air support owing to the rapidly deteriorating weather conditions prevailing

between 1700 and 1900 hours daily. Daily loiging of units in the field was ham-

pered as well by the limited amount of flying time that was available, The

hours of good flying weather were allotted to oonducting aerial reconnaissance

operations, combat assaults, and rotating units through the firebases as priori-

ty missions, The practice of logging field units on a throc- ay cycle permitted

the Brigade to contend with the limitations inposed by the weather end still con.

tinue normal oporw;ions* In 'su=may, the monsooml weather conditions signi-

ficantly affected operations within the AO roquiTing the Brigaae ta rlpt. spe.

olfic operational procedures to nmlintain its combat effeotiveness at a high level*

(3) There woro no significant changes in key personnel in the comand

straoture of the Brigade Headquarters during this period, The 1st Battalion,
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7th Cavalry received a now battalion comnonder during the puriod. No significant

effects on 8ombat operations were experienced as a result of loss oi tr.o.Iafex

of key conmand personnel.

(4) During the latter part of July and early Autist, intelligence indi-

,cated a gradutal buil&-up in enemy forces in knowm safe areas located in the

vicinity of Do DucA/u Dop ith an attending increase in the threat of attack.

On 4 August, the first elements of 1-7 Cav, including 0/1-7 Cav, closed on the

Bu Dop Special Forces Gamp, established a forward OP and ben axouna noormnais-

sance operations in the vicinity of the Camp. On 5 August, A/1-7 Cav axTived

at Bu Dop and a two company gound reconnaissanco operation was launched in a

southerly direction toward the Bo Duo District HeAdquarters. On 7 August, the

main CP of 1-7 C.v displaced from FS3 Vivian to Bu Dop and co-located -.ith the

USSF detachment. D and E Companies of 1-7 Cav rc-mained on FS3 Vivian,

(a) Enemy activity throughout August was characterized by generally

light and sporadic contacts -ith enemy units, except during the offensive high

point of 11-12 August. On 11 August, the 3a Drigc.e lost OPCON D/5-7 Cav to

the 11th A CR and received PCON A/1-4 Cav A/1-4 Cav was then placed further

OPCON to 1-8 Cav and deployed in the ar a south of quan Loi Base Camp to block

a traditional axis of avdnce on quan Loie During the evening of 11 August,

the major population and military coplexes of Dinh Long Province, A&th the

exception of QLu~ Loi Base Campp ,began receiving heavy stand-off anaground at-

tacks. Thent at 0109 hours on 12 Augu , Quan Loi Base Camp began receiving

incoming mortar rounds, most of whi6h impoxted near the southwest en& of the

runway. This action signalled the beginning of a IlVA/VC attack on the Base

Camp. Enemy sappers launched an attack on the northirst side of the perimeter.

ARA, Shadow, Night Hawk, and tube -rtillory engaged the enemy fo:ces throughout
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the night and early morning hours. This att:ck rosulted in 5. onemy KMI and

8 PW, 5 US M" end 51 US WIA. Captured weapons included 2 AK-47, 3 RPG-2, and 3

J:C-7. During the xtt.ock on Cuaun Loi, A/1-4ev spoiled m attack by a laxre u4-

known size enemy force, suspect:4 to be a najor follow-up attack on the base

camp, Contact tontinued throughout the night as ARA, Nighthwk, an tube artillery,

fired on the enemy positions, This contact rasulId in 23 enemy KIA, 1 US ML

and 14 US WIA. Captured material included 1 RD 19, 2 BII -2, and I Chicom radio.

A/1-4 Cav had I tank dostroeged t 1 tank hcavily damagod, and 5 APC lightly dam-

nged. In reaction to the offensive, D/1-7 and D/1-7 Cay were released OPOON to

the 11th ACR and relocated to FS3 Zaglo. FS Vivian was officjaly c1osed on this

dato,

(b) Dud to increased enemy activity to the south and east of the Song

Ue area and an increased thre.t of . VC 5th Division attack on Song Bt plans wero

developed to close FM Ellen and relocate 5-7 CIv to FSB Buttons. The 5-7 Cav re-

located to FS3 Buttons, leaving its ground reconnaissance efforts to the south of

F3 Buttons. On 15 Aqmst the OP of the 5-7 Cav relocat d to FM3 Buttons, leaving

G/5-7 to close FS3 Ellen, At 1706H 15 Aug, a CIDG company opcrating ith the 1-8

Cav mide heavy contact with 30 NVA seuthwcst of FS3 Wescott, AL expefnled on the

enemy position drairing ground to air fire from throc .30 caliber mchinogun pos-

itions. Three sections of ARA and throe airstrilms were aaJusted on the target

arca. A/1-4 Cav moved toward the contact arm. cnd linked-up with the CIDG. The

enemy was forced to retreat end moved east into a bunker complex. A sweep of the

contact cre6 revealed 5 Y KINAM. There were negative friendly casualties. On

16'August the 1st Cavalry Division (AM) directQ a major boundary yealinement, ro-

loasing 0"CON of the 5-7 Cav to 2d Bde. The AO change passed tactical re-

sponsibility to the 2d Ddc for all fhouo Tong i3rovinoo cast of north-south grid

line 05 from the Canbodian Border south to AG Chief. The boundary ws later
19
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adjusted to follow the 05 north-south grid line north from AO Chiel to the Dak

Hoyt then east along the Dak Hoyt to the Cobodian Border. With the 2. Bde

targeted ogainst the inoreasing throat of the 5th VC Division, the 3d Dde was

now able to concentrate on the activities of the 141st nd the 165th TA Regts

and the D 368 local force battalion. E/i-7 Coa mas role-sed from OPON 11th

ACR cna returned to OPCON 1-7 Cav at Do Duc On 17 Aug a CIDG force working

with the 1-8 Cav m le contoat with 30 NVA attempting to re-enter the bunker com-

plex discovered on 15 August. The area was engceof with ADA end airstrikos. A

sweep of the contact area roalod 5 NVA M and i NVA EBARTY. There wore

negative friondly casualties,

(o) As the intelligence picture developo;. around Do DucABu Dop

area there wore indications of a possible =rmor threat dcvoloping. Dascd on the

indiciations of this emrt threat, six 106 RM and crows of D/1.9 Cav were moved

to Du Dop ond placed OPCON 1-7 Cav, In addition, on 18 August, A/1-11 ACR moved

by fixed wing (0-130) from Leo Ninh to Bu Dop and were placed OPCON 3d Bde. Upon

closure, they were further placed OPCON 1-7 Cav. Contact remained light through-

out the remainder of the month, On 28 August D/1-7 Cam was roleAsed from OPON

11th AMI and roeturnd to the 1-7 Cav. During the night of 30 August Qaan Loi

receivnd two mortar attaocks involving a. total bf thirty mortar rounds. Incoming

rounds resulted in 1 US ICEA and 22 US WIA, six of whom wore evacuated, On 31

August D/1-9 Cv reported three incidents of gound to air fire from nbxthmm

of Do Du The area wes engagod with artillry and airstrikes resulting in 9

EVA EBA and 2 NVA IBH.

(5) Enemy activity during the mnth of September i.s charactorized by

intense standoff attacks directed at units securing the Du Dopo Duo population,

complex and by moderate to heavy contact by infantry units conducting groun

reconnaissance operations to the southwest of FSB Jerri, Light and sporadic
20
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contact and scattered incidents of ground to air firings wero predoninont through-

out the remainder of the brigade AO.

(a) On 3 Septeiber B/1-9 Cav spotted a buxniW UH-1H southeast of FS3

Wescott. B/1-9 Cav Blues (infntry platoon) wore inserted to secure the aircraft.

Inspection cS the wreckage revealed the aircma±t had been shot down by .51 caliber

ground to air fire resulting in 8 US IM, Among the KUf were the CO of the 8th

Engr Bn and the CO of Co 0, 8th Engr. Since this general ares, had boon the site

of numerots ground to air firings, 0/1-8 Cay mm Insortodinto the o,_- to locate

ec! destroy the enemy force. Initial ground reconnaissance operatio.s resulted

in no enemy contacts. Late on the evening of 6 SeptembEr C/I-8 Cay spotted

individuals at on old log site. The area was engaged with arti3lery and 0/1-8

Cav pursod& the withdrawing enemy force. Upon reaching the location where the

individuals had been spotted, 0/1-8 Cav begran receiving smell arns ana heavy

niachinegun fire. They observed ap~roximt6ly thirty individuals with two .50

caliber n-xhineguns, one .30 caliber raachinegun, and one 82MM mortaM. 0/1-8

Cav inuediately returned fire with organics, ABRA expended on the,enemy positions

and tube artillery fired blocking fires. The enemy was forced to retreat eanc

broke contact. A sweep of the area revealed 4 ITVA KlJ. and one MIG captured.

The following morning, September 7th,, 0/ -B C0v again roccived fire from ap-.

proximately 30 individuals. Fire was returned with orgenics and spAin AIM and

tube artillery engaged tho =rea. The enemy was forced to retreat after one

and one-half hours of righting. A sweep of the contact area resultcd in finding

12 NA MI and two .51 caliber n.chinogns and one AK-47 captured. Since the

capture of these weapons on 7 September there have boen no incidents of ground

to air fire in this afta.

(b) On 5 September, elements of 1-7 oay receivea heavy standoff
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attacks througrhit the day. Between 0046 hours cnd 0220 hours, B/1-7 Cay He-

ceived 4Ox82m rounds, impacting inside its perimotert resulting in 1 US KIA

and 38 'US WIlL (23 Medevac). The OP of the 1-7 Cav, located at Bu Dop SF Capp,

received caproximately 60x82mm mortar rounds and 2x107ma rockets xeSLIting in

4 USSP WIA. ldevrc. The morter attacks continued throughout the remainder of

the morning. with Do Duo District HeAquarters, A/1-7 Cay and D/1-7 Cav re-

ceiving between 5 and 10x82mm mortar rounds. These attacks resulted in light

casualties. Artillery fired counter mortar fire during and after each of the

standoff attacks. A'A ad Night H1awk wore on station during the hours of darek-

ness to assist in locating the enemy firing positions.

(c) The 1-7 Cav CP was initially co-located vith the 31u. Dop SF Camp

to take ac.vntWago of existing facilities including secure artillery positions

from which to support Bu Dop,/3o Duo. An improvod. fixed wing airstrip was also

available at this location, However, due to the range of the 105mm.Howitzersg

it- became apparent that oxtillory could not support ground recomaissance oper-

ations along the Son Be River and the southern portion of the area of interest.

Positioning 155m Howitzers at Bu Dop would have provided effectij artillery

coverage to the southwest, south, and east, but effective utilizati-on of the 155mm

Howitzers could not be realized in the area to the no3th of Du Dop owing to th6

close proximity of the Cambodion border, The northern are,- was adequately cov-

ered by the 105mm Howitzers located at Bu Dop. The dccision vas made to open a

FSB either south or southeast of Du Dop from whioh three 155mm Howitzers could

effectively fire in all directions. Establi!hing the P53 at this location, with

three 105mm Howitzers and three 155mm H1owitzers, would permit the 1-7 Cay to

provide direot support .artillory to units conducting ground reoohnaissance opor-

ations throughout the area. On 7 September 1969, A/1-7 Cav (A/i-11 ACR Or-CON)
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conduoted ground reconnaiss,-nce opera-tions to the south and securoOL and opened

FS3 Jerrls At 2325H on 7 September the C? of 1-7 Cav at Bu Dop received anothor

standoff attack, lasting until 0003H on 8 August 1969. In a1.1 totaJl of thirty

122M rookots, ton 82M mortar rounds, ton 75W, recoilloss rifle rounds, and one

hunrea-tenty assorted rounds wore fire. at the 02 resulting in 3 US IA3, 4 US

WLt, and 1 OIDG VIA.

(&) In recognition of the passing of president HO Chi 1inb of North

Votnam, the North Vietnamse declared a oesefire fror, 072400H Sep until 110001H

Sep. During this period maxirmun engineer effort wa directed towara iqproving

the Bu Dop airstrip and constructing FSD Jorri. During the early morning hours

on1l Sop, Bu Dop ST Comp and Bo Duc Distriot 1q received a light standoff attack

rosuiting in lightt casualitos. The norioril ocasofiro wa. terminiatod.

(e) Owing to the heavy casualtics sustrincd by the 1-7,,v, the

tempo of the operations to which they were exposed, nzd physical problems at-

toding thz wetness of the area and high inoidonoe of malaria in the aeca of

operations, an exchange of operational aroas was effectod bet-ieen the 1-7 cav

at FSB Jerri and the 1-8 Cav at Wescotti On 15 September B,C and B/1-8 moved

by FN to Bu Dop and cononded. ground operations, vicinity Do Duc. D ana E/1-T

Cav moved by NW to C, wtn Loi Bose Camp, then coubat assaulted into thoir new A0,
On 16 September the exohange was completed with 1-8 CaV and A/1-4Cav was placed

OPOON l-7 Cav. During the relocation operation, Bu Dop receivea ah adaitional

standoff attack of thirty 'roui.ds of 862M =#=jar 811 of which impacted northesft

of the runwy, resulting in negative casualties,

*(f) On 18 September the 3d Bde received a, Division FRAf-O, outlining

a two phased withdrawvl of US units from the Do Duo/Au Dop _ema, The plan diroote

the movement of the 35th Rcxger Bn (AIVN) to Du Dop to assume the mission of

securing the Bu DopAbo Duo aroo The 1-0 Cav was then to conduct ground
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reconnaissance to the south and soxthwst, intensifying interdiction of the Serges

Jungle Highiamy, On 21 September the 35th Ranger Bn (tAVN) closed on Du Dop andl

on 23 September commenced ground reconnaisscnce o.crations in the vicinity of
flu Dop~o Duo. Subsequently, the 1-8 Crv directed thiT major effort to the

south toward interdiction of the Sorries Jungle Highway, As A and D/ao CooT

MvoL tc t.hc southucsts, ihigc.liono 'of fresh eno:-y, AotivitybeoC=novac, e;j-

parent. V., -&I reconnaissance detectoc! nhmerous trails ,ith heavy :ecent mo.a-

mont by bloyclo. Numerous bunkers eand structures wore uncovered ivdicating signs

of recent use. On 21 September A. and D/1-8 Cav began makin *dail.y contacts with

reinforced squad and platoon sizeS, enemy elcmnts moving thr.-ugh the area. As

part of tho effort to oxort more pressuxe on the Sergcs Jungle Highway, the 11th

ACR opened FM Deb on 27 September with D/I-1 ACR securing the FS while A

end D/1-5 Cav conducted ground opora'1ions to the northeast. The enemy forces

began to fool the pressure and ground contacts became more frequent. Numrous

ground to air firings wore diroctcd at scout teams attempting to pinpoint

enemy positions. Visual reconnaissano aircraft retaliatea with orSnico ano
adjusted _tilleryr and airstrikes into the arca. On 29 Soptem.bzr 69, the 3d

de roceived OPCON of TF 1-5 Cav and tactical responsibility for the aroe

surrounding FM Deb. A cnd D/1-8 O;v wre placed OPCON TF 1-5 Cav on this ato.

Modorate to hoavy contact continued throuS--h thc end of Septcrbr in this portim

of the brige AO, whio contacts in the remnindor of the AO remaine lieht n.

sporadic. The major effort of the briade was now directod at intensifying

interdiction of logistical and troop moveireits along the Serges Jungle Highway,

(6) Op-rations during the month of October were choractcrized by extensive

ground reconnaissance and interdiction operations along the Seres Jungle highway.

The prinoiplo area of interest centered on the Song 3o River north of Queen Loi
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D a so C ra,. Ground roco=aisscncc operation aesulted in uncovcrinC soveral

' mJor sup. ply and arms caches, thus depriving the enemy of badly needed supplies.

Ground cli6ations further forcce, the chnemy to vacato several bunker complexes

abandoning arms ranl mtcricl as thcy eveAed. The continuous movement of friendly

forces along the trail networks resulted in numerous mecting nagagcmnts, as wcll

as frequent successful =rbushes. As a direct result of the ground effort, enciy

forces in the aroa were frequently oxposed -o detection and attack from the ai=.

Intensified aerial surveillance in conjunction with the nazieuvcr of the ground

units rcsultcd in the detection end engaement of numerous srma ll groups of enemy

forces moving along the trails. Enomy response to the increased aerinl sui-

veillncc effort was manifested in 28 incidents of ground to 3r fire. Twenty-

two of these incidents occuxed during the first two weeks of the month. No

significant offensive oporations re launched against firebasep, SF oais and

friendly population centers. Several inor standoff attacks were conducted by

small mortar elements firing 5 or 6 rounds. None of these -ttacks reoulted in

friendly casualtics. In wmzy instances the ortz rounds impactcd well outside

the perimeter indicating poor planning nod execution. Significant enomy contacts

during this month were restricted to enaeoments with maneuvor units and/ or

aerial: reomaissance aircraft.

(M) On I Otobor T' Icmni, (D1i.5 Ca, end 1/B/I-5 (ay) was given the

mission of reopening FS3 Vivian. A/1-6 Ccv and D/1-8 Cav remained OPCON 1-5

Cav operating out of FSB Deb. Primary wrphasis during the first week was dix6*

acted toward locating and plotting the trail network along the iest bak of the

Song Be River. The Bu Dop SF Cop was subjected to an enemy mort'rx attack on

the night of I October. Encmy mortars fired twelve rounds of r.2I . with nog"

ative friendly casultios. Artillery fired counter mortar fir wit'. negative
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assessment. On'2 October there uerc five minor groun& contacts, In the brigade

AO. The results of those contacts ware 6 NVA KLj, I US cobino captured end I

US WIA. The most signficant find of the e' y occured at 110 when D/1-8 Cav found

an enemy o&ahe ;ioprtaining 1500 lbs of salt and 11,000 lbs of rice. This food

was subsequently evacuatedc&nd turned over to GVNT authorities atB u Dop and Loo

Ninl, A/1-8 Cav replaced 0/1-8 Cav assuming the mission of C/I-8 Cav, 0COl to

1-5 Cav.

(b) (n 4 October 1/1-9 insert d its -- ntry platoon southwest of FED
Jorri. The platoon made contact at- 1600H with an estimated cog.any Size enemy

force., The enemy positions were hi'. with oxtillery, ARL and one airstrike.

Results were 8 NVA KIA, 8 NVA 131, 4 INA EDA and 4 NVA 1BARTY. One friendly

casualty resulted, lightly wounded vnd not requiring mewnec. The platoon was

reinforced at 1720H by B/I-5 Car. Both units linked up and set up a night de

fonsive position. The next dtay both units Qontinuea to conduct grount recon-

naissnco to the southeast. At 1545H, D/1-5 O.V (-) made contact with an estimat-

ad cormany size enemy force. The lead platoon was subjocted to an intense volume

of one~my fire from both light and hoavy 1G positions, 13-40 rockets, claynmros

and small ars. This contact resulted in I US KI, end " IWA N CuA . Spora dic

contact continued with the enemy force, now bcli-,d to be a,,battlion size

element. The decision was made to o:tract both units from the area. E&--

traction was completed at 1701H end the are,, was subjcctoe to an artillery TOT
of 538 rounds (105M, 155 , nd 1751M). On 5 October the 3d Dde relesed OiCON

of the 55th Ranger Bn (ARVN) moving tborm by fixed wing aircraft (0-130) from Du

Dop to Bien Hoa. Durinf, the first five days of October there wcre six in-

stneoos of Lpound to air fiMo. In-each caso onezny positions were engaged with

aircraft organio weapons, a heavy volume of ertillory fire and an i aedi te

cirstr-kce. Results were 10 1VA IH1 7 NVA IMIARTY, and 4 NVA EB3. On 6 October
26
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one platoon of A/1-11 ACR oonductcd a fixed wing (0-130) rjove f roi Bu D6p to

Loc Ninh adud rovorted OPCON to the 1-11 AOR. The remindoer of A/I-11 AOR cor,-

pleted the fixed wing move the following dzy at 1745%1.

(o) At 1245H on, 6 October, B/I-11 ACR spotted and ongaged twelve

INA. The enomy force retreated to a village. Tm B/i-11 AdR pursued the enemy

foce and sealed off the village. B/1-9 Cav while screening to the flanks with

scout teams spj6tod and engaged thoo NVL, resulting in two NVA IBH. to Tm

3/1-il AR apjproached the village, a civiliz'x truck attempted to escape. The

track was blockcd by an APC cnd its thlee occupants detained. The village was

cordoned, and VN National Police wre brought to the area from Loc N.anh. I

complete cheok of the villaC;e was conducted nnd 17 VCI/VCS wore detained and moved

to Loc Ninh for further quostioning.

(d) At 044.11 on 7 October F13 DoT roceived six 8211 moytar rouns with

negative US losses. At 1850H -the SF dam at Du Dop received ten 60= mortax

rounds with iogative friendly casmutios. In both instances the suspected

enemy mortaz location was engagea with a heavy volume of countermortox fire.

Again on 3 0ctbo at 0230H, FM Deb received four rounds of 821?4 mortar fire

with negative US losses. The suspected'enemy mortar Incation was a8ain engagea

with Artillery. During the two day period 7-3 October, there were soven ground
contacts in the 3d Bde AO. Results wore no;:ctivo US casuclties g=d 4 NVA RIA,

,) no Mi'G-2 rocket Iduncher and 2. A&7'ts captured.

ke) On 9 October B/1-8 Cay conducte. a combat ass,-ilt and reopened

FS3 Ellen. On 10 October at i010A 1-5 Cay rdesead OPCON of 9/I.*8 Cay and at

1640H the G of 1-8 Cay Oipploed from FSB Jerri to FS Ellen. A/1-8 Cay re-

mained at FSM Jerri to dismantle the fixebase. D/1-8 Cay found an enemy cache

consisting of eighty'82M,mortcxr rouns ith 200 pewder charges, eighty 120M
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Mrts . forty 75DZI RR rounds, 100 anti-t r nines and three rocket launchers.

The entire encmy &che was destroyed in plaoe.

(f) From the 6th to the 10th of October there was a notiable increase

in enemy grmnd to. air -firing; ,Enmy locations wore ensed with organic air-

craft woo;ons, artillery and airstrikes, resulting in 21 NVA RBH "and 8 NVA FBA.

The most siGnificnt -round to air firing ocouad at 1520H on the 10th of October.

A LOH from B/1-9 recoived -m unknown numbcr of hits and crashed. The crew mas J

ablc to evacute the aircraft and set up a defensive perimetbr while awaitina the

insertion of the Saber Blue Platoon. The Blues had ifisertea ame -rfle squad. when

a lift aircraft (UH-1H) received on. intense volume of enemy small arms fixe -nd

crashed 75 meters from the first downed aircraft. Part of the cw of the second

aircraFt -a trapped in the wreckcge. The Sabor White platoon leader lanmea his

LH neex the wreckage, freed two of thq trappcd crew members and ovacuated thom

in his LOYI. Meanwhile, onemy positions wore heavily engaged by suppressive ARA

fire -md successive airstres, The romainder of the Bluqs wore insorted., they

secured both aircraft and the wounded were evauated. The Blues wbe dxtraoted

and the entire area was subjected to an artillery CS mission, follomd by two ad-

ditional cirstrikcs and finwlly an artillery TOT of 08 rounds (i105P. =d 155M

mixed). Known enemy losses totalbd 15 NVA 0Bfl and 2 VIVL 1BA,

(g) On 11 October at 170011 the CP of the 1-5 Cav displced to FSB Vivian

end FM Deb vas closed. D/1-8 Cay was released OiCON to the 1-8th Cav at 080011.

On 12 October B/1-11 ACR was released OP001 to 11th ACR at 174511, end C/1-8 Car

was released OPCO to the 1-8 Cav at 12411.

(h) On 13 0otober, A/I- 'Crv oorrpleted aisrLuntling FS3 Jerri and

conaucted a combat assault to a position 15 'kilometers west of Song Be City.

During the three-day period 11-13 botober, there was a continued increase in
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gmund-to-air fixinM in the 3d Bri 4ade LO. There were eieh%" incidents e nd

each was en'gaged with the aircraft orgcbios, artillery and air strikes. Enemy

losses totaled 19 NVA KBH, 3 NVA EBA$ wiL 4 EVL P 11 Arillory, Fourteen and 15

0 otober were significant for their lack of enemy grouna-to-air fire incidents

and only five "mitor grun=d contacts , On 16 OotJeer, an aitional ground-to-

airX firing oocurred. and th-a enemy position was engagec by orcanics ond extil-

lery#. Resulting losses totaled .7 INA B Aritillery and I NVA 1011.

(i) During the period 16-18 October, thore ire nive minor ground

bontabts. resulting in 3 US WiA, 7 NVA XIA, I Chieu Hoi, and 4 AK-47 rifles, I

S riflet Ix.45 calibor pistol, end 1gma pistol captured. On- 18 October,

0/1--8 Cav was placed PCON to 1-5 Cav at 1040 hoursi

() The period i-023 October was marrod only once by a tround-to-

air firing. This occurred at 1324 hours on the 20th, The -xea vw engaged by

artillery, one d.r strlke arl a CS drop, There were nogative enemy losses re-

ported. During this six day periocl there were eight ground contacts resulting

in negative US oasualtios. Ene6 losses totaled 3 VC KIA, I VC PW (WIA), 4

VN wben adn 1. ohild detained, ond 2 WTA IL. Enemy equipment oapbuxed includ-

ed I AK-47 ile, Ix75-m recoilless rifle round, 32 RPG round6s, x60m mort.=

rounds, 2x107m rockots, 2x82im mortar rounds, mad 3500 rounds of aX-47 ammuni-

tion.

(k) During the period 24-25 October., throe ground-to-air fire in-

cidonts oocurred. Enemy positions wore attacked with irareaft onrapics, brtil-

lery and air strike's, Resultifg losses included 5 NA KBU and I NVA A, At

1535. hours. on 25 Optober D/1-5'Cav conducted a final extraction to Lao ffinh
and was ploed O', ON to the 11th ACM. At 0940 hours on 26 October1 ?/2-11 &R

oonducotod a road. mroh to PIB Deb, was placeo 0PCON to 1-5 Cav and sdourod FM3
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Deb. At 1000 hours a jump OP of the 1-5 C"v displaced. to FM b. A 'five day

combined US/OIDG operation was iaanched against suspected base aro:ts of the unemy

cnd lines of corr.1Lni ition (LOC) etnanating from Base Area 330.

(1) From 26 to 31 October there vds only one incident of mound-

to-air firing in the AO. It occurred at I0 hours on, 30 October northwest of

FSB Buttons. The target area was engaged with the aircrqft orgaics and artil-

lery. Resulting losses were 5 IA K1. During this six day period there were

11 minor C~ound contacts, Resultiuig friendly losses included 2 US tIA, 7 US

WIA and I CIDG ICIA. Enemy losses included 8 NVA KIA, 5 VC KlA, and 6 &K-47

rifles, I SKS rifle t 2 B-40 rocket launichers and 4 3-40 rockets capture6d. On

3) October at 1400 hours, 0/1-5 Cay zeturned OPCON to the 3d Brigade. FB. Deb

was closed out sd 1-5 Cav jurp CP returned to FSB Vivian. At i700 hours on 30

October, F/2-11 ACR returned 0PCON to the 11th A(R. At 1605 hours on 31 October,

'/I-9 Cav spotted signs of very recent enemy activity east of Ft Granite. For

the next three hours Pink teams, ARAI artillery and eir strikes engaged numerous

enemy ositions. Resulting enemy losses inouded 22 !NVA My1, 10 NVA Ka Artillery

and 9.,NVA KJ3A*

(m)' 0erations coiducted during the month of October resulted in. a

sigificant interdiction of enemy movement along the 'Serges Jungle Highway.

Maximim effort was directed toward this interdicti6n mission and indi6atiors

are that -these operations have appreciably denied NlVA/VO forces, th6_ us of

traditional LOC, base areas, and mterials pre-stodked theren,

e. 11th Armored Cavlry Regiment

The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment was place!1 OPCOIT 'to the Ist Cavalry

Division- (Airnobile) 4uzind the reporting period. The Regiment 6.ontinued 6per-

ations along Hig6way 13 bzd in the vicinity of An Loc and Leo ' nh. At the
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close of the reporting ,orJ.odp the 11th Armored Cavalry Rogincnt was .opcrating

with all three of its organic squadrons. The 11th Anored Cavalry Regiment

prepares Lmd submits a separate ORLL direct ti IIEV.

f. 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry Operations

(1) The 1-9 Cavalry Squadron continued operations throughout the tao-

tical area of responsibilities, conducting extensive reconnaissaace atd su.r-

veillance operations and destroying enemy forces operating within the area.

During the reporting period the Air Cavalry troops supported 1st, 2d nd 3d

Brigade opc rations.

(2) During the reporting period, Squadron forces shifted as necessary,

capitalizing on reconnaissance, to determine enemy locations throughout no-ethern

III CTZ. Priority of effort was conoentrated in War Zone C to determine the lo-

cations of the Ist end 7th NVA Divisions. Squadron forces were move'd in ao-

cordance with shifts in enemy posture and assumed shifts in his intentions,

both within Wa Zone 0 and elsewhere. The Squadron's concept of opcration was

responsive to actual md assumed changes in the enemy's intentions. If it

a.peored that major enemy elements wore altermting to move into or out of the

Ist Cavalry Division (fm) area of operationt Air Cavoiry troops were erployed

to coplement each other in order to enhomce reconnaissmace operations and deny

concea lmat to the enemy.

(3) Squadron operations during the throe month period reflected damaging

losses on the 1st Vt, 7th NVA amd 5th VC Divisions, severely disrupting the

en s logistioal redoubts. The kill ratio foi the reporting por!od was 90 to

I, reflecting oontirmed enemy dead. Obviously, the actal kill ratio was mch

hidier, Specific results of the rep6rting period were as follows:
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(a) Enemy: 900 killed by Helicopt6r, 108 killed in action, 12

prisoners of Ar.

(b) U.S.: 11 KEA, 118 WIA

(o) The 1-9 Cavalry Squadron' accounted for 20% of the 1st Cavalry

Divisionts kills during the reporting period. lkM y of THE

FIRST TFIAs significant contacts wore a direct zcsult of sight-

inrM or contacts by units of this Squadioni

(4) The reporting period was a highly successful quarter for the 1-9

Cavalry Squadron. It was characterized by numarous contacts throughout the

quaxter. The most significant events follow.

(a) On 9 August, B Troop spbttea approximately 70 individuals in

ihat appeared to be a supply point. This began a day low, operation resulting

in 23 NVL IBHp 2 1VA EB Artillery, and I hVA MA. During mid-afternoon, -a

troop scout aircraft was shot down. B1ues wore inserted to provid& security

for the crew* The A Troop Infantry Platoon (Blues) made contact with en estimat-

ed three-company sized force, Supported by Pink teams, ARA2 end air strikesp

the contact resulted in 24 NVA KIA. The crew mbers wcre lost due to post-

crash fire,

(b) on 13 Auozst, B Troop spotted and engaged an unknown sized

anemy element resulting in 21 NVA EDH and 100 pounds of destroyed rice.

(o) On 17 ALugst, B Troop spotted 20 NVA on a high speed trail,

Engaement of the area rdsuited in 15 NVA BHi

(d) On 10 September, C Troop received heavy g'ound-to .cir fire from

an unknown number of individuals. Engagement of the area with organio weapons,

artillery and air strikes resulted in 21 NVA IMH and 5 NVA killed by AIA.

(e) On 14 September, D Troop (-) hol oomploted a convoy security
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mission to PFM Nancy, Upon moving from FSB Nancy on Highway 311 south enroute

to FEB Maxy, a reinforded enemy battalion in an ambush position ws forced to
?

activate the ambush prematurelybecause of heavy reconnaissance by fire. This

started a d ay long operation, The enemy opened fire with IPGp '0-40p automatio

weapons, individual weapons and mortar fire. Five vehicles were hit by F-G

rounds; 2. of the vehicles were destroyed. D Troop engaged with organics, ARA,

and tube artillery resulting in 1TNVA KIA. US losses were I KIA amd 10 WIA.

(f) On 22 September, A Troop, in support of 11 Contanyj 75th Rangers,

engaged an unknown sized enemy force. This action started a day long operation

which resulted in 16 NVA XBH.

(g) On 29 September, the A Troop Infantry Platoon was irnerted for

general roonnaissance and was engaged by an umknown sized eneay elment. Sup..

ported by Pink Teamsp tube artillery, and ARA, the ergagement resultol in 3

NVA tL 7 WlA MtH, and 3 NVA Xi Artillery. A Troop Blues found comxinication

wire1 2 AK-47 rifless, I battery powered field telephone, books, doouments, and

5 p~dks which contained NVA clothing and equipment.

(h) On 4 October, the B Troop Infantry Platoon- made contact with

an estimated company sized enemy element. The Blues engaged with organics, t A

and tube artillery, resulting in 8 NVA KIA,. 8 NVA MH and 5 NA IB Artillery.
(i) On 7 October, A Troop spotted a large bunkar ooplez with stoves,

tables and several bunkers urydcr construction. This resulted in a day long opor-

ation. Engagement of the rea resulted in 13 NVA IMH and 15 bunkers uncovered.

(j) On 20 October , A Troop, while conducting a BDA of a 33-52 strike,

spotted 4 individuals. The Pink Team engaged with orgardos starting a day long

operation in the vicinity of the B-52 strike. Engagement of the afta resulted

in 21 1NVA E3H and 11 NVA EBA.
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(k) On 22 October, A Troop, on a day long operation, located a

large bunker oonplex. Numerous bunkers in the area were under oonstruotion,

Engagement of the area resulted in 17 NVA KBH and 4 NVA 03 Artillery.

(1) On 23 October, the 0 Troop Infantry Platoon engaged 3 NVA res-

ulting in 3 11VA KIA. Three AK-47 riflos were aeoured and the bodies were strip.-

ped for intellgence.

m) On 27 October, -a A Troop Blu6s were inserted for general recon-.

ra lssnoet The Blues were engaged by n wunlown sized enemy force and received

heavy A,.47 and B-40 fire resulting in I US WIA, Starting a day long operationp

the entire area -was engaged, and the contact broke in the late afternoon, As

a result of the engagement 6 NVA were killed The Blues recovered 1 I A pack

and a red flag with the words "North, Vietnam evolutionary Revolt Group."

(n) On 28 October,-. the B_ Troop Infantry Platoon was inserted for

general reconnaissance. The Blues found o6oking utensils, 700 pounds of rioe,

6 Chioom grenadeep 20 NVA uniform, writing paper, and documents#

(o) On 30 October, the C Troop Blues were inserted for general ie-

oonnaissanoe, They made contact with an estiated corpany sized enemy element

starting a day long operation# The area as engaged by AR& and artillery result-

iZg in 12 NVA HBH, 10 NVA m, 3 NVA KB Arti.Uery, 3 NVA killed by AilA and I

US KIA~.

(p) On 31 October, B Troop spotted 15 NVA in the open ana engasg4

them with organios starting a day long operation* B Troop aircraft received

heavy gouryl-to-air. fire throughout the entire day@ Continuous engagement with

organiosi ABA a tue arbillery resulted in 30 VA KBH, 9 NVA XBA, 3 !VA 0

Artillery and 7 NVA killed by AU.

(5) During the reporting period NT. Com y i1 (Rangers), 75th Infantry
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deployed 96 long range patrols. The majority of the patrols were planed for

a 4 to 5 day duration. Each patrol a-veraged a total of 264 hours in the field,

or a total of 11 days. A t6trl of 58 enemy sightings were made resulting in

37 contactk for a total of 77 NVA/VC KIA and 2 detainees. The patrols incur-

red 35 US WIA and no KIA.

(6) During the reporting period, the 62d Infantry Platoon (Combat

Trac1'ers) continued to support the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) with four.

teams. Heaviest utilization of the teams has been to provide groid recon-

nidssa e to determine the number, direction and age of enemy movements, both

after contacts oad on pre-planned insertions into auspectod enemy locations.

A total of 69 missions were made resulting in 4 NVA KIA. The teams incurred

US WIA and no KIA.

g. Division. Cumnlative Results: Results of Operations from 1 August to

31 October 1969.

(1) Enemy: 3679 KA,. 53 NW, 100 Hoi Chanh; 145 crew-sered weapons

captured, 3736 large caliber rounds captured, 87,181 small caliber rounds cap-

±:urod.

(2) US: 137 IA, 1239 WIA. (of which 806 reqired medic&l evacuation),

6 OH-6A destroyed, 5 UH-IH destroyed, -2 AH-IG. destroyed, 1x3/4 tor trauck des-

troyed, lxl/4 ton truck destroye, 9 tanks destroyed, 39 ACAV's destroyed,

1x3/4 ton trailer destroyed, and lxD-5 bulldozer destroye,.

h. Combat Support Elements Operations

(1) Division Artillery: Submitted Sepaxately

(2) 11th Aviation Group

(a) Major Operations

(1),Kentucky Cougar
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(2) Toan Thang III

(3) Insertion of 2nd ARN Dde

(b) General: During the reporting period I August through 31 Octobor

1969, the llth Combat Aviatioh Group continued to provide general, tactical

and logistical support for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Brigades of the 1st Air

Cavalry Division. Suport Was also furnished to the llth Armored Cavalry

Regiment, CIDG Units and the 25th Infantry Division. On 15 October 1969

support to the 25th Infantry Division was terminAted and support be,. n for

the 2nd ARVN Airborne Brigade.

(o) Significant Activities: Support of above units involwrd paxrtici-

pation in the following operations:

(i) Operation Tean Thang III - initiated 17 February 1969 an" still

in oTess.

(2) Operation Kentucky Cougar - initiated 24 July 1969 and still

in progress.

(3) Insertion of 2nd ARVN Dde in the lst Bde area of operation, was

initiated 17 October 1969 and completed on 23 October 1969.

(4) In conjunction with the above operation, the llth Combat Aviation

Group assisted in the relocation of the following Fire Support Bases; CALDWELL,

EAGLE I, ALVOIiDO, VIVIA, DON, JERRIE, BU D03, ANN, MARY, IKE, DE, JUDIE,

ELLEN, JACKIEt VICKIE, ND CAROLYN. The llth Combat Aviation Group also

oxtraoted Fire Support Bases; 0'EEPE, C.:JZ.'MLL, MARY, ELLEN, BECKY, EAGLE I,

JERRI-, DU DO1, DE, AND ANN.
(5) "A" Copany 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion wae 1oyed in

direct supp.ort for the lst Brigade, 25th Infantry Division. They %re
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normally provided with ton mission -rady aircraft per day. Ieuxing this -eriod

"A" Company 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion provided 656 mission ready

aircraft, flew 3905 hours, completed 1341 loe sorties transporting 161 tons

of equipment and 1148 passehigers. A total of 14,643 Combat Troop sorties

were flown, air lifting 33,997 Combat Troops. The support of the 25th Division

was acconrTlishod by ,1irect coordination between the brigade and the 229th

Assault Helicopter Battalion. The Battalion Liclson Officer assisted the unit

in planning operations and passed the finalizcd missions to the battalion.

(6) On 17 October 1969 the 2nd P.1V T Abn Dde began to operate in

the 1st 0av Area of Operations and established Fire Support Bases at JACKIE,

VICKIE, and CAROLYN. Numerous Combat Assaults and Loistical Missions were

conducted from these bases. Problems usually encountered during joint IUS-1uRVN

operations have been minimized by having the Flight Leader arrive early at

the support unit's location to make final coordination.

(3) 13th Signal Battalion Operations

(a) During the period covered by this rep-ort, the 13th Signal Battalion

provided ooimunications for the lst Cawlry Division (AM) in the c'duot of

Operation Kentucky Cougar and for the Division Forward CP.

(b) Operation Kentucky Cougar: This operation was in process at the

start of the rcporting period and continued throuLhout the quarter. Cormunica-

tions installed in support of this operation vcre reported in the ORLL ending

31' July 1969.

(c) Division Forward CP: On 7 August 1969, a Division Forward CM'

displaced to Qun Loi Base Camp to co-locate with the 3rd Brigade Headquarters.

On 14 Sontember 1969, the Forward C? was displaced back to Ca:Di Gorvad.

Commniccatiorns to support the OP were provided as follows:
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(1) Rado Nots:

(a) Division Conbnd-Secure (FM)

(b) Division Operations/Intol-Socure (Fm)

(c) Task Force conin-socure (F7M)

(d) l1th Aviation Group Operations-non secure (RI)

(e) Divarty Command Fire-Secure (FM)

Mf) 9th ARTN Command-non Secure (FM)

(2) Two voice four channel systems (AN/GRC-163)

(a) Phuoc Vinh to Quan Loi

(b) Phuoc, Vinh to Chnxi.Thanh

3) Four circuits were provided by the Ary Aea System and ter-

minated at the following designated points:

(a) One hotline voice circuit from Division Forward TOC to

MACV Sector TOC.

(b) Onc hotline voice circuit from Division Forward TOC to

9th ARVN Regt CP.

(c) One hotline voice circuit from Division ,Forwaxd TOO to

llth ACR S-3.

(d) One hotline voice dircuit from Division Fouoiwad to 1st

Cavalry Division (AN) LNO to 5th ARVN Div.

(4) 3rd Brig ,Ae Switchboard provided alternate routine capability.

(5) Secure telotype communications were provided by 3rd Brigade

Communication center.

(d) The move of the 2nd Brigade to Song De created the -need for

additional circuits to Division Headquarters.
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(i) Additional circuits were provided by:

(8) Four common user' voicc-s cicuitq from Skyking to the Brigade

Switchboard forward.,

(b) Two voice circuits from Diverty to the DS Artillerir

Battalion forwc-xd.

(0) One cormn user voice circuit from the Brigade forward

Switchboard to the Brigade rear switchboard.

(2) In addition several circuits wore moved to Song be from Lai

Khe. These were:

(a) Ohe teletype circuit for Comunication Center traffic.

(b) One toletype circuit for passing intelligence.

(c) One voice circuit from Skyking Switchboard to 2nd Briglo

S-2/3i

(a) One conon user voice circuit from LCO forward to Brigade

FSSE.

(e) One comzon user voice circuit from Aviation Platoon to 2n4

Brigade Forward Switohboard.

(f) One common user voice circuit from 11th Aviation Group

Switchboard to 2nd Brigade Forward Switchboaxd.

(g) All HP SS ra dio tcan to operate in DISCON D-7 ATT net.

(h) Personnel to operate FSS Switchboard (S5-22).

(3) F1 radio rotrnsmission facility was establishea on Wai B

Ra to li! 2nd Brigde forward with Division Heoolquaetero. This facility is

maintained for the Division D-1 and D-2 radio nots and a four channel VHF

System.
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(4) Two tS/VRC-49ts were moved to 2nd rigdc F6rward to termtinate

Division D-1 and D-2 radio nets for a p6riod of two months ponding arrival of

brigade equipment.

(5) An :dditional HF SSB radio tea was sent to the 2nd Brigade

to operate in the Division D-3 RATT not.

(e) A new switchboard, MTC-1, capable of terminating ZOo local linos

snd 20 trunk circuits was installed to provide botter telephone switching

capabilities at Division Headquarteors.

(f) A new cable plmt to support the 1st Cavalry Division's (AM)

tactical circuits was begun during the reporting period and is still in

progress. This cable plant will separate the tactical and strtegic circuits.

(g) Dihing the reporting period, the 13th Sicnal BDattalion also

5rovided:

(1) VM radio terminations in all Division 2nd Field Forco nets and

Support Commazid Headquarters.

(2) AM HY S terminatiora in all Division ncts for Division

HeAdquarters and the Support Comomd Hedquartors.

(3) Four channel VHF systems to .1t, 2nd and 3:td brigados and

four ohanne: VHF systems in support of 2 infantry battalions.

(a) Quan Loi to FSB Wescott.

(b) Tay Nirnh to FIRB Grantr.

(4) Switchoaxd and wirc installation service for the Division

Headquarters and Support Command Headquarters.

'(5) Messa e Center ond courier service for the Division'Headquarters

and Support Commaend. Headquarters.
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(6) Terminations for ax'roxinately 25 voice and tcletcpe choxnols

to higher and adjacent hoadquaxters (circuits provi4ed by Arny xca Communica-

tions System).

(4) 8th Engineer Battalion Operations:

(e.) During the ropoting period the groatOst part of thc 8th Bngineer

I3attalionts effort was directed toward support of tho lst Air Cavalry Division

in Operation TOAN MUG III. The battalion, being involved in oporations for

92 days during ,the poriod, constructed or reopened 14 fire support bases

for the Division, uA-graded 5 other FM s which iere operated by the Division,

and dismantled 8 FSB3's which were no longer required for tactical operations.

Non-divisional ongineer efforts in the Division vrea of operations was mainly

directed tow z-l upgrading roads and airfields along with the facilities at

ay Ninh, Phuoc Vinh, Lai lno, Quan Loi, and Song ;3e. This efforz by non-

divisional engineer units was cordinatod by the 8th Engineer Battalion and

has been sigmificant in enabling the 8th Enginoee Battalion to aevote the

majority of its time to direct combat support of the 1st Air Cavatry Division.

(b) Heaquaters and Haadquaxters Coq)any remaqined at Juoc Vi n h

during the reporting period. The equipment platoons were involved in several

construction and maintenance projects in the Division area of operations. Two

coats of peneprime wore applied to the entire surface of the BU D0P airfield.

The 400 foot extension of the ranway-inbreasod its class to a Type II, C-130,

and enabled the llth Armored Cavalry Regiment. to conduct the first airmobile

armored operation of the war. The construction of 3 helicopter sling-out

pads was iiitiatod in September at FSD BUTTONS and wbas completed one month

later, HC also sup.:,orted line company elements at FPSB t s with oonstraction
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equipment and at the see tine mntained cad upgraded vitalQ road network5

rnd drainage systems throughout AO Chief. The latter two cfforts still con-

tinue at the close of the reporting period. - totea of 575 011-54 and CH-47

sorties wore required to move ongineer equipment and material throughout the

Division area of operation in support of widospread construction efforts. At

Camp Gorva, engineer equipment and personnel maintained existinS ToaA and

draina.ge systems. The Divisional water points, operated by IMC personrl,

produced over 1 million gallons of potable water.

(c) Corpany A remained in direct support of the 1st Brigade with its

base cemp at Tay Ninh. Direct combat sutpport included demolition and minesweep

teams to sup:fort the infmntry. F9 IME was closed and reopened while F-ts

JA!E cmd GPILIT were upgraded end maintained. FSD .3 :CIC was closed ead the

n terial rctroc-xadcd. Majoc assistance was .'ivon to the 2nd AiTVN Airborne

Brigade during construction of FSB's JACKIE, VICKI, and CLROLYN. In Tay Ninh,

limited construction projects wore completed on a mission request basis.

Major projects comrpleted at Tay Ninh included the cons bruction of rovetmonts

around the lst Brigade CO's hut and the construction of a tiber trestle

bridge for civic action. One platoon deployed to Canp Gorvad on 8 Soptembor

to take over SEA Hut construction and other base development prioects. This

platoon was relieved on 17 October and roturned to Tay Ninh to povide tactical

and r-,neral engineer support for elements of the Ist Brigade.

(d) Corrpeny D romined in direct support of the 2nd Brigade with its

CP at Lai Khe until the middle of August -wen a forward CP was established at

FSB BUTTONS. Later, in October, the rear CP moved from Lai Ihe to Camp Gorvad.

Direct combat support included daily minesweeps end demolition support to

inftantry units in th field. Construction, rehabilitation and closing of Fo's
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in the Brigande Area of Operations wcre also conducted. During the reporting

ioriod, FSt's CALDVEL, MARY, DON, ALVAUABO, and C11LD,I wore opened, while

FSB JUDIE was reopened. Material was later retrograded from FSB CTJDWEL L

which was closed the middle of August. Maintonance of FEB's BUTTONS, and

O'KEEFE was also provided during the reporting period. Construction efforts

in support of the 2nd Drigade included the construction of perimeter bunkers

at F 3 BUTTONS, a Class 60 timber trestle bridge near DUNARD, and a signal

relay station on top of MITI Dl RA. The latter effort was stillI in progress at

the close of the period. In early September one platoon retmxned to FSB

BUTTONS from Camp Gorvad where they had boon constructing SEA Huts. This

platoon is currcntly at FS BUTI.NS and continues to provide tactical and

general. engineer support to elements of the 2nd Brigade.

(e) Coqpany C roainod in direct support of the 3rd Brigrdc with its

0P at Q.ian Loi. Minesweeps and demolition support were provided to the

infantry on an as required basis. The construction, rehabilitation, snd

closing of fire support bases in the 3rd Brigade area of operation was the

companyts main concern during the reporting period. New fire support bases

were constructed at EAGLE I, JFR1RI, and AIM, while FS3 WESCOTT was maintained.

FSBs "0LLEN and VIVIAN were closed end later roopened. Other construction in

support of the brigade was furnished on an as required basis and included

upgrading the aen Loi Green Line, the 3rd Drigade TOC, and the Special Forces

Cemp at DU DOP. Construction and demolition support was also eyviaea to
elements of HCI 8th Engineer Battalion, who were extending the airfield

runway at DU DOP. One platoon was deployed to Canp Gorvaad on 17 October to

undertake SEA Hut construction and other base development projects. This

element was still at Camp Gorva. at the close of the reporting period.
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2. (c) Significant Activities

a. General: See paragraph Ia.

b. Significant activities occurring within the Division AO during the

reporting period,

(1) 3 August: ColT, any D, 2d Dattalion, 7th Cavalr-j completed a three

day secxoh of a cache site northwest of Fire Support 3ase (F) Janie . The

total enemy equipment found in the area was 126.82nm mortar rounds. 30120m

mortar rounds ,7x107mm rockets and 2 B-40 rockets .

(2) 4 August: Company Apst Dattalion , 12th Cavalry conmpete eocon-

noissnce in the vicinity of the cache site discovered on 5 August * Findings

in the -xea were 7 NVA KITA, 4 B-40 rockets , 120 AIC rounds, 1"-16 rifle, 4B

82mm rtar rounds a assorted medical supplies , 1Ox6Omm mortar rounds , 30 AIK

50 rounds, and .250 pounds of rice.

(3) 6 Aiigust:' Company C, ist Battalion, 12th Cavalry conducting ope'-

ations northecost of FM Grant , found 2 B-40 rounds, 20 AK-47 rounds, 2x60mmn

mortar rounds , 23 Chinese Corunist (Chicom) grenades, and 100 pounds of rice

h a bu2er. complexo Later in the day , it found 64 B-40 rouns , 78x82= wrtx

rounds, 1Ox57mm recoilless rifle rounds , 42 Chicom erenades 3 3 bangalore tor-

pedoes, 1000 pounds of rice , md 1 bicycle in a bomb crtor.

(4) 7 Augst:

(a) Company B, 2 Battalion, 8th Cavalry , conducting qWrations south-

east of FS Deoky, found 2 M-1 carbines ,I1x12 guage shotgun ,5800 ponds of rice

and a large quantity of medicine ihabunker complex.

(B) Company C, ist .'Battalion, 8th Cavalry- exploiting the area north-

aast of F Grant , found 222 B-40 rocke-st 23 x82nm mortars rounis , 12x60im

mortar rounds, 120 Chicom grenades , 27 banglore 'torpedoes, 1'02Co.51 cclibo
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- I

rounds- 17,280 AK-47 rmunds,, I Chicom anti-tank mine, ard 25 bicysles.

(5) 9 August:

(a) The Air Cavalry Troop -(ACT) of the 11th Armored Cavalry Re-

giment at 0905 hours, while conducting, a 15omb damage assessment (BDA) of an

AME light (B-52. strike), observed an uninown sized enemy force east of the

Fishhook. The enemy were engaged wit1 organio weapons, ARA, artillery, and

TAO AIR (eir strikes). After the contact, the ACT spotted six dazed individuals

in the axem whom it extracted alive. Other results were 37 NVA KBH, 2 NVA 10

A=tiilery, and 3 AK-47 rifla!s 4 SKS rifles and lx9rii pistol captured.

(b) At 1145 hours, B Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry spotted 70

individuals west of FM3 Ellen and engoged Witi organic weapons and TAO AIR.

The enemy returned small arms fire, The contact rosulted in 21 OVA KB. A

BDA of the artillery and air strikes but 1430 hours disclosed an a8aitiohal 2

NVA 1B Artillery, 2 NVA EBH ad I NVA killed by air (XBA).

(6) 10 August: The Air "Cavalry Troop, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment

spotted. 32 indiv iduals in a lightly vegetated area northwest of FEB Eagle I.,

The Arxored Reconnaissance Platoon "and the Infantry Platoon of B Troop, 1st

Squadron, 9th Cavalry were inserted into the aroa, They received small arms

fire and returxed fire with organic weapons, ISM, and TAO IIR. The contact

resulted in 23 NVA XIA, 4 NVA N, and 4 NVA Roi Chh (enemy defector).

(7) 11 AUP.,t,

(a) Company D and Cor my E, 2d Battalion, 8th Cayniry, providing

socurity for F Beoky, received. an unknown mmber, of 60m' and 82mm mznrta

rounds at 0300 hours. This was followed by rookot-propelled greiade (RPG) and

small arms firs, nd. a gound attaok by a. comply sized sappeor unit. The enemy

was engaged wi#,,orgaio ,weapons, -.artilery AtA, ad.A Shadow, Te contact broke
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at 0345 hours with the following results: 17 NVA KIA, and 5 AK-If rifles, 5

RPG launchers, 6 B-40 rounds, 190 Chicom gronades, 18 bangalore torpedoes, and

15 satchel ohargos captured. Friendly losses were 4 KIA rnd 14 1WXA.

(b) Cozpany B, 2d Battalion, 8th Cavalry spotted two individuals

setting up 107m rockets in the vicinity of FSB Becky at 1010 hours. The Con-

pany engMa.ed the individuals with organic weapons resulting in 2 NVA KIA, and

2 AK-47 rifles, lx6Omm mortax tube, 2a107mm rockets, lx6Om mortar rounds, and

15 N.60 rounds captured.

(8) 12 August:

(a) Major enemy ground attacks wore laanched on Fire Support Bases

Becky, Andyt Aspen, Sidewinder? the Duc Phong Sp cial Foxces District Yleadquar-

ters, and the towns of An Loc and Loc Ninh, Additional stand-off attacks were

made on Fire Support Bases Grant, Mary, Thunder III, and Thunder IV, as the

enemy'postuxo changed from defensive disengagement to offensive, $guron assaults.

(b) The enemy offensive was initiatled at 0109 hours with a 60m

morta and RPG attack on Quan Loi, An enemy ground attack, supported with 107m

rocket fire and led by sappers was made at 0120 hours from the south-southeast.

The ground action continued until 0430 hours when the enemy force broke con-

tact and withdrew to the southwest. Nl's token in the vicinity of the Quan Loi

base caup ware tentatively identified as being from the 271st RegLmont, 272d

Regiqontf 88th Regiment, and 4th Battalion, N1 6 Armored Office of Central Of-

fice South Vietnam (COSVN). After breaking contact with US forcest the enemy

launched an attack on An loo city. At 0430 hours, the east gate of An Loc was

reported to be under heavy fire. The enemy force withdrew to the north-northeast

from An Loo, However, sporadic mortar fire was. received up to 0745 hours,

Reaction operations by lot Cavalry Division (AM) forces wore conducted to the
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wt and northwest of the area by combat assaulting two comanies and the

battalion headquarters of the 1st Battaion, 5th Cavalry from Camp Gorvad

(Phuoc Vinh) to predetermined blocking positions, and moving the 1st Battalion,

7th Cavalry from FM Vivian to FSB Eagle I. Additionally, A Troop, 1st Squadron,

4th Cavalry conducted pursuit operations to the southeast. Results of the enemy

initiated action and 1st Air Cavalry Division reaction operations in the Quan

Loi-An Leo area for 12 August were 68 enemy KIA, 7 tW, and 11 Hoi Chanh.

Friendly casualties were 7 US KIA and 67 WIA.

(c) Action in the Loc Ninh area, (Fire Support Bases Melly and Jon)

was initiated at 0130 hours with enemy elements assaulting the perimeter of the

2d Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regimont trains area. Small arms, grenade

amd RPG fire, from inside the perimeter, was received by US forces. Contact

was broken at 0330 hours with enemy forces withdrawing to the north. Both Fire

Support Bases (Kelly and Jon) received stand-off mortar nd rocket attacks.

The enemy unit identified in the ground attack was the 7th.Battalionp 209th

Regiment, 7th NVA Division. Reaction operations by the 11 th Armored Cavalry

Regiment wore initiated with two troops conducting pursuit operations to the

north. Results of the enemy initiated action and 1st Cavalry Division, (AM)

reaction operations in the Loc Ninh area for 12 August wore 39 enemy XIA.

Friendly casualties wore 8 US KIA aA 27 WIA.

(d) Aspen and Sidewinder Fire .Sup/o. t Bases were attacked almost

simultaneously at 0140 and 0145 hours. A 60mm mo rtar attck sta-tea the action

at Aspen while at Sidewildex it was initiated by a ground attack without benefit

of stand-off mortar fire. The ground assault at Aspen wau launched from the

southeast. The wire was not breached and contaot was broken at 0400 hours with

the enemy force withd;awing from the area. The ground assault on Sidewindot
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was launched from the north. The Aire was breached, forcing the ARVM troops to

withdraw to the south. ARVN forces, reinforced by E Troop t 2d Squaaron, 11th

Arored' Cavalry Rogiment, re-established the northern perimeter at 0450 hours,

with the enemy force breaking contact and withdrairing to the north, The enemy

unit identified in the e/ound attack on Sidewinder was the K2 Battalion, 271st

Regiment, 9th VO Division. Reaction and pursuit opexations in the area were

continued thr-'oughout the dcy. Results of the enemy initiated action and 1st

Cavalry Division (AN) operations in the FSB Aspen mad FSB Sidewindor areas for

12 August ,mre 185 enemy KIA, 4 Pw, md 4 11oi Chanh. The action resulted in

5 US MK2 71 WIA, and 3 19A. ARV losses wore 44 and 37 WIA.

(e) Action on FSB Caldwoll, in the Duo Phong Spocial Forces Camp

area, was initiated at 0210 hours with a mortar and xo-'-.et attack supported with

57rm recoilless rifle fire. The major ground assault was la~lnchod from the

north against the Duc Phong Distriwt-Headqiuarters. The CIDG oanp and FSB Cald-

well were not penetrated. Eemy forces broke contact at 0415 hours smd vith-

drew to the north. The enemy iudt identified in the ground attack was the 3d

Battalion, 275th Regimnt, 5th 'JO Division. Reaction operations in the area

resulted in a tightened ring around the contact area to cut off avenues of

withdrawal. Results of the enemy initiated action and Ist Cavalry Division

(AM) reaction operations in the F Caldwell, Duc Phong area for 12 Aufust

were 74 enemy KIA. The action resulted in 2 US ICEA and 20 'IA.

(f) At Fird Support Base Becky, enemy activity was observed on radar

at 0145 hours with the movement of a truck from 1800 meters south to 700 meters

north of the EM. Radar retuu'is indicated that the truok made two trips of

this type disohoxging persomel. Artillery engaged the movemnt resulting in

a socondary explosion at 0225 hous. The Fire Support Base received a heavy
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mortar and rooket attack comencing at 0340 hours, followed by a ground '7ttack

from the north-northwest at 0410 houi-. Two bunkors were destroyed by direct

hits, and at 0545 hours direct hits destroyed the 155 artillery ammunition stor-

age allpa,.. Enemy forces reached the wire but did not penetrate the perimeter.

Heavy small arms and automatic weapon fire continue. until 0450 hours at which

time contact was broken and enemy forces withdrew to the northwest. Fire Sup-

port Base Becky was closed as of 2007 hoursp 12 August, when all forces from

the 2d Battalion, 8th Cavalry moved to Fire Support B.%se Ike. Results of the

enemy initiated action and.1st Cavalry Division (AM) reaction in the FM3 Becky

area for 12 August were 101 enemy IJ, and I MW. The action resulted in 6 US

KIA, 46 -. , and 5 MI.

(g) A general analysis of 12 August saw the enemy shift his tactics

from a disengagTement posture writh minimm contact to a general offansive pos-

ture erploying ,ground attacks supported with mortar end rocket attacks. Spo-

radic contact continued throughout the day as Division forces conducted reac-

tion operations to pursue m d block the enemyls withdrawal from the contact

areas. Cumulative results of the dayis operations show 467 enemy KIA, 12 R72

and 15 Hoi Chanh. The action resulted in 36 US KIA, Z1" WIAp and 8 MA.

(9) 13 August:

(a) The major contact of the day was maxe in the Loc Ninh area by

thc Ist Squadrong 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, and the 34th ARVM Ranger Bat-

talion while conducting a joint ground operation 3 kilometers west of Loc Ninh

city. Contact was mde with elements of the 209th Regiment, 7th NVA' Division

resulting in 79 enemy KIA; friendly losses were 2 KIA and 6 WIA.

(b) Pursuit operations by 1st Cavalry Division (AN) foinia ad for..

ces under its operational control (OPCON) in the An Loc, Quan Lof, Sidlewinder

and Aspen areas developed light and sporadic contacts resulting in 8 enemy KIA
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and 5 US WIA.

(a) Action in the FSB Caldwell, Duo Phong Sle cial Forces Camp amea:

continued on 13 August. Company D? 2d Battalior 12th Cavalry was in general

contact -with an unknown sized enemy force 7 kilometers northwest of FSB Caldwell

through the night of 12 August and early morning hours of 13 August. Company B,

2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry was combat assaulted into the contact area on 13

August to block withdrawal routes and engage the enemy force, Results of the

days! operations wvre 17 enemy EIA; friendly losses wore 4 KIA End 12 WIA.

(d) In War Zone C, elemnts of the lot Battalion, 12th Cavalry

found 20 bodies 10 kilometers south of FSB Becky during a swcep of that area

on 13 Auust, Friendly losses were negative.

(e) At 0830 hovu.s 1 NVA was killed by the CIDG force at Bu Dop.

From documents taken off the body, it was believed that the individual was part

of a ground reconnaissance party, The documents also indicated that a major

WVA attack was planned in the Do Duc-Bu Dop area, In response to this informa-

tior the 1st Cavalry Division (AM) elements in the Be Duo area were increased,

to four rifle companies and five 105mk Howitzers. Another force aajustmtnt

was the move of Company D, 2d Battalion 5th Cavalry from Fire Sup-port Base

Wiry to the Song Be city area to reinforce 1st Caval-ry Division (!I.) elements

already at that location,

(f) Ovorall, operations on 13 August accounted for 160 enemy KIL.

US looma ware 6 Iak and 23 WIA* Operations on 12 and 13 August in the Div.

ision area of operations resulted in 627 enemy KIA.

(10) 14 August:

(a) On 14 August, the 1st Cavalry Division (AM) and WCOIN forces

continued pursuit and search operations of enemy forces in the area of oper-
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ations. Enemy units identified so far are:

LOCATION Ur

FS Becky Ist Battalion, 18B Re ginont, lst NVA Div

Quan Loi K33, K37 Co, 4th .Bn, J-16 Regt; 2d Bn,
272d Regt; 9th VC Div. Dong Phat LF
Guerillas

FS3 Aspen H17 Cot 271st Regt, 9th VC Div; 2d Bn,
FSD Sidewinder 271 st Regt, 9th VC Div

y 13l- Chon Thanh Ist Bny 101D Rert, 1st NVA Div; 2d Bn

101D'Regt, Ist NVA Div; C-18 Cot 101D
Regt, 1st NVA Div

Loo Ninh 2d Bn, 209th Ret-, 7th NVA Div

FM Eagle IQ, 9th VC Div Elements; 3d Dn, 272d
Regt, 9th VC Div

Duc Phong-FSB Caldwell 3d Bn, 275th Rost, 5th VO Div

(b) Joint US/RVT operations in the Loc Ninh areoa by the Ist

Squadrons 11th Axmored Cavalry Regiment and 34th ARVN Ranger Battalion, result-

ed in aeditional contacts with elements of the 209th Regiment, 7th WA Division.

Contacts on 14 August by the joint force resulted in 22 ommy IIA; friendly

casualties were I AVN KIA, 5 ARN WLI, and 5 US WIA.

(o) Delta and Eoho Companiest lot Battalion, 7th Cavalry and Bat-

ter,-B, lot Battalion, 21st Artillery on Fire Support Base Ea;slet 7 kilomtteraz

northwest of An Lo, withstood a 6 0mm mortar attack and follow-up ground at-

taok by a oompauiy sized enemy force early on 14 August. Cor.ranies A and Ct let

Battalion, 16th Infantry (Mechanized) assisted the defenders in a sweep of the

area, Results were 16 NVA KIA and I 1W taken; US casualties wore 13 WI_.

Elements of the 2d Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Reiment uncovered 9 enemy

who were killed in action on the previous day.

(11) 15 August: The major activity of 15 Aug-ust occurred in the contral
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portion of War Zone "C", vhere Companies B and C, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry

continued operations southeast of Fire Support Bass Becky. A seoach of the

area where contact had ben established on .14 August produced 31 NVA KMA,

Action by Company D 2d Battalton, 8th Cavalry, oar A Troop, Ist Squadron, 9th

Cavalry in the sa general area accaanted for 10 NVA KIA,

!: (12) 1,6 Au st:

(t) The mojor activity of 16 August occurred in the central portion

of War Zone "C" ,;here Companies A and D9 2d Battalion, 8th Cavalry conducted

operations west of Fire Support Base Becky. Ground contact was established at

0845 houre and maintained until 1000 hours when the enemy withdrew from the exca,

A search of the coitact site produced 25 enemy KIA; friendly casualties were

1IEA and 3 WIA. A Yd captared in this area.by A Coupany, 2d Battalion, 8th

Cavalry was identified as a member of the 950 Regiment, 1st IVA Divi~ion, giv-

ing strong indications of thd presence of this unit in central War Zone "C".

(b) Ist Cavalry Division (AN) cnd OPCON forces contimod pursuit

and search operations in Binh Long Province. Enemy action in this area con-

sisted of a stand.,off mortar attack and light ground probe on FS Eagle I

rasulting in 10 NVA KIA and 6 US WIA, a light stand-off mortar attack on PS3

Thunder IV, cRd minor exchanges of small anus fire with.friondly units oper-

ating in the province area Alth6ugh no major ground contact was established

during the day's operations, a total of 28 NVA were killed in Binh Long Prov-

ince, by friendly forces* US casualties were 6 WA.

(o) The planed. reorientation of Ist Cavalry Division (AN) foroes

was altered during the course of the day to beact to intelligence i_ ormation

indicating a heightened enemy threat in the Song Be area, The 2d Brigade as-

sumed responsibility for the eastern two-thirds of Phuoc Long Province with the
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following units OPCON: the 5th Battlion, 7th Cavalry; D Troop, 1st -qua-don,

9th. Cavalry; 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry (.); and -C Troop, 2d Squadron, 11th

Armored Cavalry Regiment, The 3d Brigade remained oriented in the Quan Loi,

An Loc, Bo Duo/tu Dop areas. The 1st Brigale, with three battalions, reinforced

by two copanies from the 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry, continued operations in

central War Zone "C"

(d) Overall operations on 16 August accounted for 53 enemy IE and

I PW. US losses were l Mi and 9 WIA,

(13) 17 August: The m;jor activities of 17 Aug ust in central Binh

Long Province occurred in the Quan Loi and Loc Ninh areas, and further activity

was recorded west of FMB Jamie in central War Zone "C", Central Binh Long

Province was the sight of nine separato minor engagements with e forces as

1st C.valry Division (AX) and OPOON forces oontinuted the:ir puxmsit ana search

operations in this area, Although no major ground contact -,s ostablished dur-

ing the day, a total of 27 enemy were killed in Binh Long Province by US forces.

US casualties mere 6 WIA. A Hoi Chanh who turned himself ,in to FSB Eagle I

on 16 August was positively identified as a member of the 3d Battaliont 272d

Regiment, 9th VC Division, With this identification, personnel from all three

battalions of the 272d Regiment wore identified in the Eagle i-Quan Lol rea

since the enemy-nitiated offensive of 12 Aueust 1969.

(14) 18 August:

(a). The major activities of 18 AuGust occurred in the Quan Loi-Loo

Ninh axea$ in central Binh Long Province, and west of FSB Jamie in War Zone "C".

It was the 7th oonsecutive day that major action within the Division arqa of

operations had been centered in these two locations. Central Dinh Long Province

was the site of eight separate minor engagements iLth enemy fo' ," r.;o let
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Cavalry Division (AM) and OFOON forces contirmed their pursuit and search opc -

ations in this area. Althougeh no major ground contact was established during

the day, a total of 25 enemy were killed and 1 PW was captured in Binh Long

Ptyivnce by US forces. US casualties were 13 I VA, resulting from a 5 round

stand-off rocket attack that impoacted in the 1st Battaliont 8th Cavalry motor

pool on Quan Loi Base Camp.

(b) In oQntral War Zon6 1O:0, minor ground action continuea iest of

FSB Jamie as elements of the 2d Battalion, 8th Cavolry and Ist Battalion, 12th

Cavaly conducted ground reconnaissance operations in the area whore contact

had been estc.blished on 17 August, Results of the day's operations in central

War Zone "C" accounted for 21 enemy KIA. There were no US cdsuclties.

(a) A phased, two day displacemnt of A Troop, 1st Squadron, 11th

Armored Cavalry Regiment from the Lop Ninh area to the Bu DopABo Dto area to

reinforce the Ist BDttalion, 7th-Cavalry was initiated. The move w,-- to be

completed on 19 August. In addition to the 1st Cavalry Division (AM) and OPCON

forces already in the Bu Dop/o Due complext f urther reinforcement was ooBleted

,A th the m ove of four 106m recoilless rifles from the 3d Brigade, 82d Airborne

Division to the area on 18 -August..

(d) Overall operations on 18 August accounted ;'or 50 enemy ICEA end

I 1PW. US losseg were 13 WIA.

(15) 25 August: Company D, Ist Battalion, 7th Cavalry, conducting opea-

ations rorth of PM3 Eagle, found 40 NVA KIA in graves.

(16) 26 August: D Copany, 2d Battalions. 8th Cavalry, in a sweep of

the area northeast of PM1 Ike, found 33 NVA IAI ix82mm mortar round,and 250

AX-47 rouidms.

(17) 28 August:

(a)- Company A, -2d Battalion, 8th Cavlry, conducting a search of
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an =rea east of FM Ike, found 4 -WA RDA, I SKS rifle, 6r22m mortx rounds,

98 Mr-79 rounds, 410 swLll arms rounds, 100 pounds of rice, -nd a large quantity

of medicine, military equipmnt cod documents.

(b) Company :u, 5th Battalion, 7th. Cavalry, while conducting a coi-.

bat assault into an area northwest of FB Mavj at 1215 hours, received automatic

weapons Lnd B-40 fire from on uricown sized enemy force. The Company continued

the combat assault ,nd engaged the enemy with orgnio weapons, ARA, azslnd til-

lery. The contact resulted in 17 IWA KIA; friendly casulaties were I US XIA and

2 US WIA.

(18) 31 August:

(d) Company B, 2d Battalion, 8th Cavalry, in a sweep of a contact

czoa, foind 1 1lA KEA, I -AIK-47 rifle, 3 Chicom grenades, I B-40 lancher, and

ni cerous documents. At 0945 hours9 Company B engaged several individuals aad

received small arms and 60mm moitar tire in, retumn, The contact, supported by

ARA, artillery, vtu TA AIR, resulted in 3 IVA IA; friendly losses were 2 IMI

cnd 2 Wn. At 1520 hours, the Company engaged an unknown sized enemy force in

bunkers and reoeived automatic weapons anmd B-40 fire. It returned fire with

organio weopons, .IM., artillery, md TAO AIR. The contact resulted ii 25 NVA

flA4, and 2x# 30 caliber machine guns, 15 D-40 rounds- and 27 Ohicom grenades cap-

tured, Friendly casualties were 2 US KIA and I US WIA,

(b) At 0001 hours, the Base Defense Platoon from the 5th Battalion,

7th Cavalry at Nui Ba Ra received an unknown number of mortar rounds, otomatic

weapons and RPG fire. The enemy was engaged with organic weapons, artillry and

Spooky aircraft resulting in 16 IWA KIA.

(19) 1 September: 1st Brigade Scouts spotted 15 to 20 indviduals sit-

ting on the side of a trail southeast of FMU Jamie at 1345 hours, lTMy engaged
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the enemy with organic weapons, artillery, and D Company, 229th Helicoper Bat-

talion gunships resulting in 12 NVA KBH, 4 WA IB Artillery, and lXlO7mm rocket

destroyed.

(20)- 2 September: Company B, 2d Battalion, 8th Cavalry, searching an

axea northwest of -FM Ike, spotted one individual in a spider hole. Whn the

invidual wou3d not Chieu Hoi, he end his AX-47 rifle were captured. At 1315

hours'in the same area, Company B engaged an unknown sized onemy force and re-

ccived heavy antomatic weapons fire in return, It ergaged the enemy with organ-

ic weapons, ARA, artillery, and TAC AIR. The contact resulted in 3 NVA KIAt 3

'VA 2B Axtillery, 6 NVA EBA, md 2 B-40 rounds, 15 Chicom grenades and I IWA

field telephone captured. US losses were 2 KIA and I WIA.

(21) 4 September: ConpanyB, Ist Battalion, 5th Cavalry anbushod an

;n-motn sized enemy force- northwest of FM Eagle at 0651 hours. The enemy ro-

turned automatic weapons fire and was engaged with artillery. Resmlts of the

contact were 2 NVA I, I NVA WIA (PW), and 1 AK-47 rifle, 11x6Om mortar rounds,

lx6Omm mortax sight, 5 Chicom grenades, 50 pounds of rice and numerous documents

mere seized. A sweep of the contact area at 1045 hours produced one xdditional

NVA KIA.

(22); 6 September:

(a) Companies C and E, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry, at 0405 hours,

xecuived a heavy barrage of 107mm rockot, 60mm mortar, md 80mm mortax fire at

PM1 Jamie. The indirect fire attack was followed by a ground attck supported

by intense machine gun and BPG fire, The ground attack was stopped by 0625
hours by organic weaponsp claymore minos, direct fire, axtilloryp Shadow, ARA

and TAC AIR, but sporaio incoming continued until 0740 hours. A first light
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reconnaissance revealed 23 NVA XIA. Captured equipment included I destn)yod

heavy machine gun, 2 rocket launchers, 2 Chicom claymores, IxlO7m rocket, 10

60m mo rtar rounds, I AK-47 rifle, 420 small ars rounds, 28 grenacs, amd 15

B-40 rocket rounds. Friendly losses were 3 US KIA and 18 US WIA.,

(b} -Company B , 2d Battalion, 8th Caval ry, conducting a seo:ach of an

area, in, the vicinity of FM3 Ike, found I NVA KILLS I B-40 rocket lcuncher, 4

B-40 rou"s, and 3 Chicom grenades. At 1515 hours, the Company ambushed two

individuals6 resulting in 2 INVA KIA, m d then received morr-m d hitomtic weap-

ons fire from an unknown sized enemy force. The enemy was engaged with un-

known results; friendly casumlIties were 3 US VA.

(o) B Troop, 1st Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regimnt, as a part

of a combined operation ith the CIDG from A-33 Speoial Forces Team, at 0950

hours, encountered mad engaged an estimated two company sized enemy force south-

west of FEB Jon and received heavy automtio weapons ad RPG fire. The contact

was supported by ARA and artillery. C and D Troops, 1-11 Armored Cavalry Re-

gimenty maneuvered against and engaged the enemy ith organic weapons. A sweep

of the battle area revealed 55 NVA KTA, 5 NVA NV, and 2 AK-47 riFles were cap-

tured. Friendly casualties wore 2 US VA and 14 US WL%,

(d) F Troop, 2d Sou-Aron, 11thArmored Cavalry Regirimnt, in a night

ambush position to the southwest of FE3 Aspen, engaged an unknown sized enemy

force at 2030 hours, and received automttie weapons and MI) fire in return.

The contact, supported by AR and artillery, resulted in 2 NVA HIA mad 5 US WIA.

(23) 7 September:

(a) In response to a ground-to-ai': fi-'ing incident south of FS

Viviang Company 0, 1st Battalionp 8th Cav&7.ry maneuvered into the vicinity of

the enemy firing position. At 0920 hors, an estimated enemy platoon was
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encountered and ongaged vi;th organic weapons, ARAi, ad artillery. As the enemy

withdrew and C Company pursued, one platoon of D Company ond artillery fires

were employed to attempt to block their escape. A sweep of the contact area

produced 12 INA MI, and the ccpture of 2x.51 oaliber machine guns, 24&c.51

caliber rounds, 3 B-40 roundsp and 60 AK-47 rounds.

(b) F Troop, 2d SqAuadron, 11th Araored Cavalry Regiment, in a sweep

of the 6 September contact area southwest of FSB Aspen, found 24 IWTA KMY, 4 AX-

47 rounds, I light machine gun, and 21 RPG rounds.

(c) At 1330 hours, an AH-IG (Cobra gunship) from A Troop 1st Squad-

ron, 9th Cavalry received 51 caliber ground-to-air fire northeast of FM3 Janie.

The enemy position was engaged with organic weapons mad artillery resulting in

3 1TVA RJA md 1X.51 caliber machine gun destroyed.

(d) The Air Cavalry Troop, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, received

groundto-air fire dt 1550 hours north of Loc Nlznh. It spotted 15 individuals

ad engaged them with organics resulting in 15 IMA EBH.

(e) I Troop, 3d Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, while con-

ducting a reconnaissance northwest of FSB Aspen II, encountered and engaged an

estimated enemy battalion at 1515 hours, mad received heavy automatic weapons

M d RIx fire in return Support from 1 Troop, ARA, afid eatillery was employed.

At 1700 hours, a U-IH modevac helicopter was hit by BPG fire and crashed.

Results qf the contact mere 42 NVA KIA and 2x.51 caliber machine guns ond 1 1.-16

rifle were captured. US losses were 4 KUE and 9 WIA, -Ath I tax ait 1 UH-H

helicopter classified combat losses.

(24) 10 September: Troop C, 1st Squadion, 9th Cavalry engaged the enemy

in response to-three separate ground-to-air firings (1045, 1135, and 1532 hours)

west. of FB Maxy. The enemy was engaged with organic meapons, artillery and
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TAO AIR reulting in a total of 26 NVA iI.

(2-5) 11 September:

(a) The base defense forcos ce Camp Gonrad, at 0018 hours, 0058

hoursO ad 0158 hours heard moveriat on the sout1heoost side of the -rimeter and

ongraged, the ema with organic weapons. caUsing the movement to cease each time.,
At 0222 hoUrs, an unknown numbor of individuals aipoached the wire ad were en-

gagoodith sni-eN a I&-79 fie. Night Havk came on station and ong-agcd the

arca. A first light check of the area revealed 1 .TVA killed by sniper fire, 3

IWA KA, and I B-40 rocket launcher, I EPG-7 rocket lonncher, 2 AX-47 rifles,

I AK-50 =fle, 16 B-40 rounds, 6 BPG rounds, 56 grenades, and 2 pair of ire

cutters were captured, A road-cut of docuiments found on the bodies identified

them 3s members of the 11-16 Armor Office, a OSVN sapper unit.

(b) Troop 0, 1st Squadron, 11th ,rmored CavaJry Regiment, n hwest

of FM- Eagle at 1025 hours, received an unknown number of mixed 60mm and 82mm

mortax fire. The enemy firing position was engaged ith mortar ana artillery

fire. I dle makin a sweep of the area, the Troop encountered ana enaged a

platoon sized enemy fo. . The enemy ithdmw, leaving behind 8 NVA KHIA mad

4 AK-47 rifleb, The contact resulted in 4 US 1W!.

(o) Troop B, Ist Squaxron, 11th .r iorwea Cavalry Regiment, southwest

of Loo Ninh at 1510 hours, engaged an unknown sized enemy force with organic

weapor and received automatic weapons and PG fire in return. Troop D rein-

forced tie contact 4uported by ABA =a atillery. A sweep of the area reveal-

ed 17 1VA KIA. The action resulted in 7 US WIA.

(d) At 1130 hears, to the west and southwest of Anu Loo, the 9th

ARVN Reoonnzdsannce Platoon, 14th Company, 4th Battalion, 9th ARV Regiment

and the 2d Squadron, 15th A N Cavalry Rogiment began a series of contacts,
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The units engaged an uilmown sized enemy force with organic weapons supported

by a=tillxry. At 1545 hours, the enemy retreated in an uhlmowa- direction,

leaving behind 39 VA IA, and x.51 caliber machine gunt 6 AK-47 rifles, 3

B-40 rocket launchers, 12 3-40 rounds, 300 AK-47 rounds., and 00x,.50 caliber

rounds. The contacts resulted in 1 US EIA, 10 ARN KIA, and 37 ARV WIa.

(26) 12 September: Company C, Ist Battalion, 12th Cavalry, conducting

operations norh of FP3 G=ant, found 11 B-40 rounds, 1978 AK-47 rounds, I X-.16'

rifle, I Siib-raohino gun, I AK-47 rifle, I X-J carbine, 267 N-16 rounds, 32 Nm79

rounds, and 1x82mm mortox round in a bunler ooftlex.

(27) 14 September:

(a) Beginning at 0001 hours, Companies C and B, 2d Battalionj 8th

Cavalry, base defense for FSB Ike, received 75 to 100 rounds of mixe-a 60am and

82mi mortar, P1, ad l07ma rooket fire from the north and northeast. This

'Vs followed by a ground probe and 1- a.V .51 caliber fire from the- north aind

northeast. The enemy was engaged with organic weapons# supported by IMA, artil-

lery, ,rA- Spooky aircraft, causing the incoming fire to cease and the enemy

forces to withdraw at 0400 hours. A first light sweep of the contact area re-

vealod 34 N-VA IKL, I NVA Iw, 6 Ac-47 rifles, 2 B-40 launohors, 1 B-40 round,

1 SKS rifle, 5x107mi rockets, 5x57mrd recoilloss rifle rounds, 5 B-41 rounds,

172 C ioom. grenades, 5 rifle grenades, 450 .t&.47 rounds, aond I bangaloro torpedd.

The contoct resulted in 14 US WIA.

(b) Troop D, lot Squadron, 9th Cavalry, at 1145 hours northwest of

FSB Nary while on a rond cleoring mision, proe-empted an enemy ambush Niioh ap-

parently Yas being set up to engage a convoy sohedulod for 15 September, By

conducting areoonnaissanca by fire, Troop D avoided being arbu$he and enese&

an estimate&. reinforced onomy battalion, receiving watomatio weapons, 5-40
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rocket, znd mortar fire in return. At 1200 hours, Troop G, 2d Squadron, 11th

Armored Cvalry Regiment maneuvered to reinforce the contact and engaged the

enemy foroe, supported by APIJX artilley and TAO AIR. At 1310 hours, the

enemy fire ceased as his forces ithdxew from the contact area. Ccmpany A,

5th Battaliou 7th Ccvalry was inserted and conducted - sweep of the area with

Troops D n 6 revealing . proiminaxy total of 7 IVA IA, aid 2 13-40 rounds.

The units continued to search the contact area, Friendly casulties we 3 -US

KIA =ud 11 WIA.

(28) 17 September:

(a) An OH-6A (light obserwtion helicopter) from Troop A, Ist Squad-

ron, 9th Cavalry, while making a visual reconnaissance west of FM I at 1145

hou2s, spotted a 2 ton .truck cad 7 individuals. The aircraft received ground-

to-air fire and engaged the individuals amd track with org-mic weapons msult-

ing in 5 IVA BH' and 1x2j ton truck destroyed.

(b) B Company, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, while conducting oper-

ations west of FSB Mary, found I NVA Kl, 112x82mm mortax rounds, 14x60mm mortar

rounds, I AK-47 rifle, 14 RPG rounds, md 1000 AK-47 rounds.

(29) 18 September:

(a) The Reoonnaissanece Platoon of Comany E, 1st Battolion, 12th

Cavalry, at 0700 hours southeast of FSB Doe, ambushed an unlmowm sized enemy

force when the enemy triggered a friendly wvrning device. The enemy was engoaed

with olaymores and organic weapons, sujI.orted by artillery. The enmeuy retreat-

ed. firing small arms as they fled. The Reconnaissance Platoon rnmouvered into

the oontact area ond found 2 EVA E, I AK-47 rifle, 1 B-40 launcher, 2 D-40

rounds, and 2 blood trails with drag maxcs. Following the blood *trails, it

spo bted an additional 2 NVA ETA and observed 6 individuals in fighting positions.
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The enely was engoged with organic weapons, supported by artillery and. air

strikes, resulting in 6 NVA KBAp bringing the total to 10 RVA killed#

(b) Company C. lstBattliona, 5th Cavalry, at 1030 hours west of

Loc Ninh, found a, trail that showed recent signs of use by several individuclls.

An eleaciht froh Company C followed the- tracks and observend 3 individuals. A

hasty ambush was established and the enetay was engaged with organic weapons

resulting in 3 IIVA KTA, and I AK-47 rifle, I B-40 lammnhor 1x.51 calibor

machine gun mpunt, and 2 B-40 rounds Were captured.

(c) Team 43, Company H (Ranger), 75th Infm try, at 0950 hou notth

of Camp Gorw!, ambushe. :several individuals resulting in I IVA KIA, A sweep

of the area, revealed 31 cases of Chicom gereades, 3 adaitional grenades, 1xI22m

rocket, 40 bangalore torpedoes, 37 rocket fuses, 13 shotgun shells, and 100

shovbl heads, The contact was reinforced by the insertion of the Aero Rifle

Platoon of Troop C, 1st Squaron, 9th Cavalry, the 2d Platoon of Company A, and

the 3d Platoon of 'C Company, 2 Battalion, 5th Cavalry.

(30) 19 September:

(a) Corxny D, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry, at 1830 hofrs east of

FS Tke, encountered an unkno-wn sized enemy foroe and received automatic wapons

and rocket fire. The enemy was engaged with organic weapons, supported by IRA

artillery, and Shadow aircraft, Sporadic obntact continmod throughout the nigh&.

At 0255 hours, an individue.1 was observed in & true and engaged with Spooky six-

craft. At 0330 hours, several individuals were heard moving toward the poxi.

meter and were engaged with Shadow airoraft. During a first light Sweep of

the area, Company D found 25 1TVA KIA, numorous blood trails, asJ pieces of

clothing.

(b) Troop ji, .,i Squtadron, 9th Cavalry. a-b 1655 hours north of FM5
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Jamie, had an AIMIG receive .51 caliber ground-to-cir fire. The enemy was ir -

Smoiately engageod with organic weapons and by artillery. The results showed

6 NVA IA and Ix.51 calibermachine gun destroyed.

(51) 21 September:

(a) Team 41, Coqpay H (Banger), 75 Infantry, at 1255 hours south-

east of FSB Vivian, ambushed several individuals and receiWd auomaetio weapons

and 1P fire in return. The contact resulted in 2 NVA IaA and I AK-47capturod.

The Troop B, Is t Squadron, 9th Cavalry Rifle P3,toon was indiateoly inserted

to support the contact, During the exploitation, it engaged an estimated enemy

platoon with organic weapons supported by ABAit resulting in 6 NVA KIA nd 8

I-VA EBH. The entire action resulted in a total of 16)NVA IIA md 2 US WIA.

(32) 22 Septembert

(a,) A Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, at 1845 hours in the vicinity

of FSB Rita, had an OH-6L receive heavy automatic weapons fire. As a result, the

Troop engaged t-ie enemy with organic weapons and ABA resulting in 11 NVA Bh.

During the etraction of a Ranger Team at 1915 hours south of. PlB Rita, another

0H-6A from Troop A received heavy automatio weapons fire causing the vircraft

to mnake a forced landing. The enemy was engaged with organic weapons and ortil-

lery resulting in 5 NVA KBH,

(b) Tie Reoonnaissance Platoon of CoVpany E, 1st Battalion, 7th

Cavalry, at 1528 hours south of PSB Vivian, discovered an enemy cache contain.-

ing 2X#30 caliber machine guns, I light machine gun, 1400 small arms rounds,

5X57mn recoilless rifle rounds, and 8 B-40 rounds.

(33) 24 September: While conducting ground reconnaissance through a

suspeoted enemy location, the Reconnaissance Platoon of Company E, Ist Battalion,

12th Cavalry, at 1022 hours v-st of FS3 Grant, enoountera and engaged an

63

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
SIB E : Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969

enemy platoon in bunkers and received automatic weapons fire in return. The

contaat was supported by artillery and TAC AIR, causing a large secondary

explosioh from which smoke rose 1600 feet into the air. A sweep of the contact

area revealed 3 NVA KIA, 21 NVA EBA, 75x107mm rockets, 200.82m mort;x rounds,

100 grehades, 25 anti tank (AT) mines, 1 US M-1 carbine,2 3-40 rounds, 200 AK-47

rounds, 15 M-1. rounds, 1NVA claymore, miscellaneous medical supplies. and

assorted equipment ..

(34) 28 September:.

*Company 0, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry, conducting operations

northeast of FSB Grant at 1640 hours, encountered and engaged a platoon sized

enemy force and. received automatic weapons, B-40 and claymore fire in return.

The contact wts supported with artilleryp JI, and TA AIR resulting in 16

VVA KIA and 3 AK-47 cptured. Friendly casualties wore 1 US KC1 and 7 US WA.

(I5) 1 October:

(a) Company A, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, at 0625 hours north of

FM Mary, received 30 rounds of 60mm mortax fire causing 6 US WIA.. Following

the indirect fire attack, Company A received incoming autoratic weapons fire

and a ground probe from the northwest. The enemy mortex position was imediate-

ly engaged by ARP and artillery causing the incoming mortar fire to cease,

The enemy force to the northwest was then engageod with organio weapons, mp-

ported by ARA and artillery, causing the force to withdraw. During a sweep of

the contact aeap Company A found numerous blood trails, 10 NVA KIA I AK-47

rifle, I K-54 pistol, 1x.30 caliber maohine gun, and documents identifying the

174th Reimontt 5th VC Division.

(b) Company B, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry, at 1335 hours south of

FSB Jaiet encountered a platoon sized enemy force in bunkers. The enemy was
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immediately engaged with organic weapons, supported by artillery, ARA., and cm

air strike. The enemy returned sporadic small arms fireo but the intensity

of Conany Bs attack and the large volume of su-porting fire caused the enemy

to withdraw from his bunker positions. Company B cbntinued to press the at-

tack, cod while swceping the contact area discovered 7 NVA KTA,

(36) 2 October: Company D, Ist Dattalion, 8th Cavclry, conduacting

ground reconimassance at 1600 hours northeast of FM Debp discovered one hat

containkig 5.20.-pon bags of rice mnd a second but containing 15x100-pound

bags of salt. A further search of the axea disclosed a thlid hut containing

52X100-pound tags of rice, Troop B, Ist -Squadron, 9th Cavalry conducted aerial

reconnaissance throughout the area, ana at 1620 hours found an additional

!x10-pound bags of rice, The total results of the operations were 3/4 of a

ton of salt md 8.4 tons of rice catitred.

(37) 4 October:

(a) The Rifle Platoon of B Troop, let Squcaron, 9th Cavalry was

inserted at 1404 hours north of FEB Deb in reaction to intelligence reports

of enemy actim.ty it. the area, While conducting ground recoruaaissanco at

1555 hours, the Troop encountered and engaged an enemy coupany in bunkers and

received claymore, catomntio weaponst and .30 ccliber machine San ire in re-

turn. The Troop maneuveode against the enemy md engaged him %nth oaT8sio
weapons, sup)ortd by AR&A artillcry and TAO AIR. The intensity of the attack

and the overwhelming fire support caused the enemy to withdraw from his bun-

ker poeitions loaviik behoin 24 NVA KIA.

(b) Coripany A, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavlry, while conducting ground
reconcAssanoe through suspeoted enemy locations at 1350 hours, east of FMI

Grontf discovered three recently prepare& cache sites. A thorough search of
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the area resulted in the caPtu-e of 460c82m mortx rounds ith charges and fLjs-

as, and 37xlO7m rockets.

(38) 5 October:

(a) At 0610 hours west of FS Tke, Company C, 2d n 5th

Cavalry abushed two individuals and received automatic weapons fire in return.

One individual withdrew, leaving behind I IN and I M-47 rifle. The prisoner

stated he was paxt of a twenty Lan team of the 3& Battalion, 272d Roginomn,

9th NVA Division. Company C conducted a sweep of the area, end at 0725 hours

spotted three individuals. A hasty ambush was established end the eney was

engaged resulting in 3 NVA MI,, and 3 JAK-47 rifles and 360 AK-47 rounds c.Ttux-

ed. Corpany C continued to soarch the area and at 1120 hours engaged a suspect.-

ed enemy location wiith organic weapons cud received witomatic weapons and 33-40

fire in return. Company C t s fire , supported by IA and artillery, causad the

enemy to -ithd=.w leaving behind I NVA KWh. Friendly casualties wore 2 US

(b) A CTDG Company from A-3312 Loc Ninh, at 1335 lhvi-s west of FSB

Kelly, encountered and engaged an estinated enemy battalion an8 received auto-

matic weaons and BPG fire in return, The contact was supyorted by ARL and

artillery. Troop Ct 1st Sqaaron, 11th Armored Cavalry ReJ'ment naneuvered to
reinforce the CIDG. A combine& swbep of the area reve-ed 12 NVA KIA, 5 AK-47

rifles, I light machine gun, lx6Omm mortar, 2 D-40 rounds, 2 telephones, aid

I PW. The prisoner stated that he was a member of 0-3 Companyp 7th Battalion,

209th Regiment, 7th .'WA Division. At 1715 hours, the CIDG spotted and engazged

two individ ,Ias zesulting in 2 NVA EL. Friendly casualties were 6 CIDG WIA.

(39) 7 October: Troops A and B, 1st Squadron, 9th CavaIry operations

resulted in a total of 29 IVA KMA. Tx~op A, while ~kIdg an aerial reconn.-issao
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of suspeoted enemy locations at 10OO hours west of FSB Jamie, observed several

individuals cnd engaged thom with organio woapons and an air strike resulting

in 4 iVL 1DH, 1 1lVA KBA, and 2 B-40 launchers destroyed. ,Whilo continuing

aericl reconnaissance of suspected eemmy loc-tions in the same aroa at 1200
hours, Troop A observed one individual and engaged him with organic weapons

resulting in I NVA 1H. At 1220 hours1 Troop A observed and enSeel two in.

dividuals resulting in 2 NVA EBH. . ile checking a bunker, an aaaitional IVU,

EBH was discovered. An 011-6A and an AH-IG from Troop A, at 1745 hours, observ-

ed several enemy. They wore engaged with organio weaponst supported by artil-

lery and an zir strike, resulting in 5 NVA 1011, 2 NVA ED Atillery, and I NWA

EBA. An OH-6A from Troop A, at 1810 hours t received .30 caliber machin- gun

ground-to-air fire ad engaged the enemy with organic weapons, supported by

artillery and TAC AIR, resulting in 6 NVA 011. An 0H- 6A from Troop B, at 1815

hours east of FSB Vivian, observed seven individuals and received nound-to-ia

fire. The enemy was eng,ged with organio wrdapons, supported by A.,p resulting

in 7 NVA KB11.

(40) 10 October:

(a) CoI2any D, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry, while conduoting ground

roconnmissanco through suspected enemy locations at 1638 hours north of FSB

Vivian, discovered an enemy cache containing 80c82mm mortar rounas, 81x120Min

mortar rounds, 220 mortar charges, 1COAT mines, 3 unknown type launchers, 30

Chicom grenades, and 4c57m recoilless rifle rounds.

(b) The B Troop, Ist Squadron, 9th Cavalry, Infaitry Pl, ton was

inserted at the scone of a groundc-to-c-r firing incident north of FSM Vivian

at 1630 hours and encountered a large sized enemy force. It engaged the enemy

with gd-o weapons and received heavy automatic weapons fire in return. The
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contact, supported. by ARA, artillory, nd ,TAC AIR, resulted in 15 IMA KIA,

Friendly casualtios were 2 US WIA. At 1930 hours, Troop B observed and engaged

an additional 5 individuals resulting in 5 1 .VA loll*

(41) 13 October:

(a) 2d Brigade operations during the past 0a mnnths iu t1" vicinity

of PM Judle and FSB Nay rosulte. in a total of 396 rallirs This wuas brou.ght

about as a direot xesult of combined US-ARVN oporations directed against 1Iown

VC base =aSos Successful operations on 13 October resulted in a total of 10

Hoi Chanh returning to the govornmont. Psychological broadcasts were conducted

throughout the villages in -he 2d Brigade's AO utilizing the themes: "CHIEU

HOI AiEAL", "RALLY TO lE GVY', dnd "LIVE 0IIU 1101 INDUCM T". At 0730

hours, 3 individuals rallied to FM Mary. One of the individuals stated that

he was a VO cad that he knew the location of a VC platoon md an TVA company.

He also stated that VC in the aroea wanted to rally, but feared' reprisals by the

IfVA. At 0750 hourst 3 individuals rallied to F1B Judie with 1 AK-47 rifle 120

AK-47 rounds, 1 Chicom machine gun, and 40 Chicom mchine Cua rounds. While

conducting Cround reconnaissance in the vicinity of FSB Judie at. 1105 hours,

Company B2 2d Pattalion, 12th Cawary had 12 individuhls rally to its position.

Ten of the ralliors were classified as Hoi Chanh, Comnpany D, Za Battalion,

12th Cavcary, using a Ioi Ch-mh who rallied on 11 Otober as a guide, at 1240

hours noar FS3 Judie, discovored an axmmition cacho in a bunker complez. The

cache contained 4 SOS rifles, 1 11-1 rifle, I Grman Mauser rifle, I 15-60 machine

gun, 300 Y.-60 roundsp and 40 11-16 rounds.

(b) Troop 3, Ist Squadron, 9th Ca.valry operations resulted in a

total of 14 NVA KIA. While conducting aerial reoconnissance at 1515 hours west

of FS3 Vivian, Troop D engaged an onemy location with organic woaivns -nd
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received a.heavy volume of automatic wepons fire in rCtUnM. The enj;-,grnont,

supported by artillery and an ri= strike, resulted in I NVA KB Artillery. At

1758 hours, Troop B spotted and engaged 13 i-Iaividunls ith organio -,eons

M& received an intense volume of automatio weapons fire in return. Su=porter

by artillery az! an d r strike, the contact resulted in 9 WgVA KBH and 4 NVA

KB irtillery.

(e) Two saccessful Night Hawk missions netted 6 total of 5 NVA IKIA.

Coxpanies C and D, 229th Assailt Helicopter Battalion, in support of the Ist

Brigade, at 0035 hours north of PSU Jarie, spotted and orCnrge orw individuaol

on a trail resulting in I NVA KBH. E-Dattery, 82d Artillery and the 2d Bat -

talion, 20th Artillery at 0135 hours east of CazD Gorvad while conducting oper-

ations in AO Chief spotted and enganged four individuals with organic weapons

resulting in 4 INA KBH.

(42) 14 October: A bighly successful Night Hawk mission resulted in

28 NVA Mks A MTghV "wk team consisting of aiworaft from Comymnies C and D2

227th Asssult HIolicopter Battalion, in support of the 2d Brigacde, at 2555 hours

spotted and engaged several individuals with organic weapons north of P8B But-

tons md received a heavy volume of ratometic weapons fire in return. The

Ni .t Hawk team engaged the enemy until all ammunition was expended. irtillery

was then placed on the target forcing the enemy to remain in the axes Having

reloaded. the Night Hawk team, while conducting an artillery asmase assessment,

spotted an unlnown sized enemy element and immediately en4Sae& it with orsax-.

ict, again rceiving a"w heavy volume of automatio weapons ±ixe in return, this

time from three sepaate o locations. Artillory.. Shadowt and one 81cyspot mission

supported the Night Hnwk team.
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(43) 19 October: Company 3, 2a. Battalion, 12th C:-valry, while in its
-ngh ambush position north of FM Judie at 1902 hours, spottea an unlmov-n

sized enemy force moving cautiously towards its loccation and engaged the force

-4th automnatio weapons fire and claymore mines. The enemyj, -pon being discov.

eredy, immediately returned fire with small amms, watomtic weapons, Lnd R7.

fire, amd the defensive position og Company 1 began receiving mort'.. fire of

unlawwn caliber from an enemy position to the northeast. Arbillory fire im-

mediately silenced the enemy mortar position and blocking fires -wt::. ostablish-

ed on possible enemy vaenues of withdrawal. Supported by .AMiL and. Shadow, the

intense volume of fire from B Company forced the enemy to retreat frozi tho area

through the massed concentration of supporting artiller- fire. A first light

check of the contact area, revealed numerous blood trails, 8 IVA IA, 12 NVA

DA, ad 3 AK-47 rifles were cp turel. Friendly casualties ware 3 US VIA.

(44) 20 October:

(a) Company B, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry, while conducting a ,pound

reconnaissanoa s uth of FM Jerri, discovered a cache containing 1500 pounds

of salt, 15x57mm recoilless rifle rounds, 10 land mines, 20 AK-47 rounds, 20

bolts of cloth and plastic mterial, 100 pounds of tobacoo, lx9 foot sampan,

and assorted military equipment.

(b) Company A, 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry, while conducting opo-

ations southeast of FM3 Vivian, found a bunker ooplex containing oveer 100

bunkers md 3-.5 tons of rice.

(o) Using a.ioi Chanh as a guiedo A Company, Ist 1attalion, 5th

Cavalry was led to the VO District Military RecAquarters for the 13o Duo and

Phuoo Long Distrf , . The are=, located west of FSB Vivian, conteined a -eapons

cache wioh included 30 individual weaponsp 11 AT mines, 100 B-40 rounds, aid

other assorted military equipment.
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'(d) Company A, 5th Battdlipn, 7th Cava-lry, a-t 1520 hours, spob

ted and enga&d an unknown sized enemy force southeast of FSB Judie and re-

ceived heavy axtomatic weapons fire and 25x82na mortar rounds in return.

Company A employed artillery, ,'A, and TAC AIR, causing the enely to retreat

from the contact area. A sweep of the area revealed heavy blooatmails, 14

NVA IA and I AK-47 rifle was 6aptured. Friendly casualties were 5 US KIA

and 13 US WIA. Company A conducted a final extraction at 1620 hours and was

airlifted to FM3 Jiulie.

(45) 21 October: A Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavaliyt while conducting

a BDA of = AMC light northwest of M51 Ike, found 7 RVA RDA. Troop A also spot-

ted 14 individucls d&i.ing into collapsed bunkers to evacuate casualties, en.-

gaged then with organic weapons and received heavy automatio wevpons fire in

return. Sipported by TAO AIR, the contact ended with 10 1VA BH nd 4 1-i1 BA.

(46) 23 October:

(a) Coupany A, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry, -dle conducting~ a sweep

of a contact area west of FSB Vivian, found I VC M AI 2xlO7mm rockets, 9 RPG

rounds, 23 B-40 rounds, #6Oimm mortar rounds, 2x82m mortar roun" 1t7im recoil-

less rifle round, md 350 AK-47 rounds.

(b) D Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, while conducttint an aerial

reconnaissance west of MS1 Jerri at 1230 hours, spotted a pick-up truck and 2

individunls. The area was engaged with organio weapons resulting in 2 NVA IB1I

amd I pick-up. truck destroyed. At 1419 hours, B Troop spotted 3 individuals

near a truck and engaged them with organic weapons rosulting in 3 NVA E131.

While following truck trcks, B Troop disoovored at 1430 hours enemy attompting

to evrd.e the area ,nd took them under fire resulting in an additional 3 NVA

SKB1. At 1435 hours, B Troop fired upon 3 incividuals on a bunker structure
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resulting in 3 NVA 101H. Another individual w-s spotted near the structure and

engaged resulting in I further IMA IBII.

(47) 24 October: Company B , 2a Dattaliont 5th Cavalry spotted and

engaged an uncnown sized enemy foxce at 1440 hours west of FS3 Ike. The enemy

retuned 6(n mortar md aitomtic weapons fire ad was engaged with artillery,

AR, and, TAC AIR. A sweep of the contact Cre'a reVOIGd 12 NVA KIL md 4 IWA KT311.

(48) 26 October: The night amush position of A Company, ist Battalion,

12th CavcIry, while set up to the west of MS3 Tke at 0455 hours, received 10

inooming mortax rounds and a ground probe from the south. The enemy firing pos-

ition was engaged vith counter mortar fire ond the attacoking force was taken

under fire with organic weapons md artillery. A first liht sweep of the area

revealed 8 NVA IA, and 5 AK-47 rifies and I NVA radio wore captured.

(49) 27 October:

(a) The A Troap, Ist Squadron, 9th Cavalry Rifle Platoor while

conducting a (pround reconnaissance through suspected enemy locations at 1450

hours, enoountered and engaged a company sized enemy force and received heavy

automatio weapons fire in return. The contaot was supported by AR and artil-

lGry, resulting in 6 IA IMI., aid 1x*30 caliber machine gun destroyed.

(b) At 1510 hours, while conducting an aerial reconnaissance cast

of FSB Judie, B Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry discovered a bunker corplex and

fired on the struotures causing several enemy soldiers to try to evAe. The

enemy wvs engaged by helicopter fire, supported by two air stries, resulting

in 10 NVA IUH, 2 TVA EBA, and 5 AK-47 rifles, I 1-40 rocket lauchery, and 1x82mn

mortar were destroyed.

(50) 28 October: 0 Troopp 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalryp while conducting

3; eral, reoonnaissance north of FMS Jamie at 0955 hours, obsereod 17 enemy
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soldiers. The enemy was engaged by helicopter fire, supported by artillery,I
rosdlting in 12 NVA 3BH and 5 NVA EB Artillery.

(51) 29 October:

(a) An ambushi element from Company B, 1st Battalion, 5thi Cavalry

observed, at 0920 hours, 3 individuals moving- along a trail north of FM3 Vio.

ian. The enemy was engaged with organic weapons resulting in 3 VO IA, and

2 AK-47 rifles, I B-40 rocket launcher, 4 B-40 rounds, 210 AK-47 rounds, and

numerous documents captured.

(b) At 1538 hours, Company D, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry ambushed

I individual north of FSB Vivian md received heavy aitomatic weapons and B-40

fire fron approximately 20 individuals in return. The enemy was engvecd with

organic woeaons, ARA., and artillery resulting in 3 NVA KIA and 1 S1S rifle cap-

tured.

(a) The 2d Brigade Scouts, while conducting an aerial reconnaissance

east of FSB Mary, observed a trail showing signs of recent heavy use. They

followed the trail and, at 1600 hours, spotted 7 enemy soldiers, The enemy was

taken under fire by helicopter resulting in 7 INA EBH.

(52) 30 October:

(a) Troop A, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, while conducting an aerial

reconnaissance of suspected enemy locations west of FS3 Mary, fired on an enemy

Dase camp at 1145 hours, causing several individuals to try to evade. The

Bnemy was taken under fr e by helicopter resulting in 7 NVA KBH.

(b) Company B, 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry, while conducting a

-xound reconnaissance through suspected enemy locations east of FSB Judie, dis-

ovored an enemy bunker complex at 1215 hours. A dctailed search of the area

cevealed a large food cache containing 13 tons of rice.
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(53) 31 October:-

(a) Company C, 2d Battalion, 7th cavalry, wh,7ie conductirng a ground

reconnaissance northwest of FSB Jamie at 1050 hours, found a set of bicycle

* tracks heading east. Company C followed the trCcks and d0iscovered an enemy

food c- he containing one ton of rice. It then established an crbush in the
vicinity Mac at 1145 hours spotted nd engaged one eneuy soldier rulting in

1 NVA IKIA: I B-40 rocket 1= cher Tnd 3 -B-40 rounds were capturea. A further

search of the area revealed a weapeons cache containing 25 SUS -if]es 2Q82mn

mortax rounds, 3 M-1 rifles, 2 13-40 rocket lunchers, 10 Chicom grenaaes, 2

AX-47 rifles, md 2-B-40rounds.

(b) B Troop, Ist Squad.-on, 9th Cavalry, while on an aerial recon-

naissance north of FSB Ellen observed three enemy soldiers at 1610 hours, and

fred on them causing an additional 15 enemy to attempt to evade the =ea. The

enemy was engaged with organic we-apons, ARK, artillery ad air strikes, -.n

returned fire -dth automatic weapons. The contact continued until 1820 hours

mi d resulted in 29 TTj A. KBH, 9 IVA KBA, and 3 VVA ED Artillery.
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aCTIO11 II: I&ZO-SiiEq

I. Personnel: None

I. Otarationss
A. boating Enem Ibilraion Roues:

(1) Observation: Locating enemy infiltration routes is often a.
difficult1 time conS-M process.

(2) Dvaluwtion:
(a) Enemy forces taZ: great pains in preparing major in±lil-

tration routes which are very difficult to detect by the casual eye.
(3) Recommendation:

(a) In addition to utilizing aerial reconnalesanc asses.,
i.e. photo and low level Visual Reconnaissance, intelligence personnel
should pay careful attention to concentrations of Bide Looking Aerial
Radaz (SLAR) and Infra Red (M) readings within a given area. As soon
as a buildup in readingm is detected, Long RangeReconnaissance Patrols
(LRRP's) are a highly economical and efficient means in determining if
major infiltration routes are present and how extensively they are being
used.

Bo Utilization of Ground Sensor Fields:
(I) Observation: The emplacement of. a single ground sensor gives

many false activations and allows little or no opportunity to determine-
the d#ecion- and speed of movement.(2) Evaluaion:

(a, In order to obtain mazimum effe, biveness from the use
of ground sensorsj, the monitor must be able to separate false activations
from actual targets.

(b) In order to react to sensor activations which are de-
termint to be targets, the direction and spee_ of movement must be
R=wno

(3) RcomendW.0n:
() Sensors should be, employed, in groups of tw to fout in

the same vicinity to be sure of maxtmm usefulness and effectiveness.
. E plit t of Rallier .:

(1) Observatian: US forces are.not taking fall advantage of
civilian ralliere.

(a) ier tho ci-vilian populace in. enemy controlled areas
raml to government forces, the primary intelligence gathering effort is
normall y devotb& to the adult men and women while the children are ignored.
Mildren sometime possess more information than adults, and in most in-
stan willin l1 assist government forces in locating enezW base areas
or cache-s-,

(3) R o mendation:
() Intwogators should Uke the time to carefully

uexem children. 'as well as the adults.
CONFIDENTIAL
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D. Joint Coordination Committee:
(U) Observation: In order to effectively utilize both ARVN and

US Forces within the same AO, some type of coordination committee is required.
(2) Evaluation:

(a) By mutual agreement of the Province Chief, Senior Advisor
and commanders of Government of Vietnam (GVN) units in the Song Be area,
and the Commanding Officer of the 2d Bde, 1ST Cavalry Division, a Joint
Operations Coordination Committee (JOCC) was established. Its purpose
is to effect, direct coordination between the Vietnamese Air Force and US
units on all operations in the AO with emphasis on combined operations.
The committee meets 3 times weekly and has proven itself extremely effec-
tive. The JOCC has upgraded ARVN confidence in themselves and the wil-
lingness of the US units to promote Dong Tien (the spirit of cooperation
between US and ARVN Forces).

(b) The establishment of a good intelligence net between ARVN
and US Forces within an operational'area will lead to more successful
tactical operations. The Brigade S-2 should coordinate and share all local
intelligence information with ARVN, Provincial, and District S-2's and
their advisors. The exchange of radio frequencies and call signs to pro-
mote rapid dissemination of information, frequent liaison visits, and
scheduled intelligence planning meetings will provide the coverage needed
to assist commanders in planning sound tactical operations.

(3) Recommendations:
(a) That similar coordination committees be established

whereever possible to promote the combat effectiveness of both ARVN and
US units operating in the same AO's.

E. Fixing the Enemy in Bunker Complexes:
(1) Observation: During this reporting period units frequently

engaged the enemy in bunker complexes and in areas with heavy under-
growth. Before air strikes can be put in, friendly troops withdraw, NVA
forces also withdraw knowing an air strike is pending. This pattern has
been established and NVA forces take full advantage of it.

(2) Evaluation:
(a) Withdrawing to allow sufficient distance for an air strike

is required and must be continued. Since the weapons now employed will
not penetrate heavy undergrowth, another means of "fixing" the enemy until
air support arrives on station must be found.

(3) Recommendation:
(a) Employment of a 50 caliber machinegon to fix the enemy

in position while iriendly forces withdraw, has proven extremely effective.
(b) The 50 caliber machinegun can be used to fill in the

lulls between artillery fire and to cover the distances between friendly
troops and artillery concentrations.

F. Exploitation of B-52 Strikes:
(1) Observation: The destructive force of a B-52 strike has a

tremendous psychological impact on an enemy soldier. Appropriate PSYOPS
action taken soon after a strike will produce substantial results.

(2) Evaluation:
(a) B-52 strikes destroy the command and control of the

targeted unit.
(b) It has been observed that personnel surviving a B-52

strike are in a dazed condition and not immediately susceptible to PSYOPS.
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Recent mcceso.Eul PSYOP exploitation have shown that. after a delay of
four to six hours9 the enemy personnel are extremely, susceptible to mm-
rendering or rallying, if induced by PSYOP operations. Specifia in-
stratiot as to how and where to surrender or rally should be gLven dur-
ing the four to six hour time frame after B-52 strikes.

C3) Recomendation:
*(a') Al.,B-52 strikes be exploited, by PS!OPS from four to six

houm after the strike giving specific, directions on how and wihere to rally.
G, Last Light Operations:

,(i) Observation: Allied ground and air activity is nmidmal t6 non-
existent during the period just before sundown.

(2) Evaluation:
(a) Ageht reports and intezrogation of Hoi Chanha reveals

the VC/.WA are rather confident during the period just preceding last light.
At this time the day operations are essentially terminated and dght oper-
ations have not yet begun. Thi6 is an excellent opportunity for the .eneay
to' take advantage of the remaining light.

(5) Recomendtion:
(a): Eaphasis .must, be placed on conducting last light Visual

Recorniaissance issions using Pink Teams and conducting M n-Cav Oer-
ations along with increased ittelligence collectimn efforts. Operations
like t-hese will deny enemy forces freedon of movement during thit tLme
period.

M, ire Support. Coordination:
.1) Obso.-ation: During'combined US/ARVIT operations, when both-

US and ARIJ artillery is employed, it is necessary to have a single clear-
ing a"tdaoty for arbillery fires.

(2.) Evaluation:
(a) Past experience indicates clearly that the lack of a

singee clearing agency compounds artilleiry coordination, and clearance
problems while a single agency enhances responsiveness, to operational 3o-

quirents, ".educin to a minijmu the tita and effort required to clear
fira.

(3) Recomendation:
(a) In the initial coordination for combined operations a

specific clearn&aggeni must be designated to control and coordinate all
US/ARVr art llory in support, of the o ration.

I. Marking Targets for Air Strikes:
(1) Observation: A largo percentage of all air strikes requested

as' preplaned arc for areas where units have made dontact, especially in
bunker complexes. However, frieidly forces have ofton left the contact
areas. within a few days making it necessary to repeat identification efforts
by having a Pink..eam relocate the target, since no one is on the ground
to dkoft the: air strike.

(2) Evaluation-
(a) Some means of directing the Fb ward Air Controler (FAC)

without using additional resources is necessary,
(3) Recommendation:

(a) It has been found that areas for air strikes can be suo-
cessfully marked by Uound troops using parachutes from 105 Howitzer il-
lunination. rounds. The parachute is staked to the ground in the center of
the target area. If vegetation is too dense in the target area, 'Che przachuto
can be staked in open ground and an'azLmuth and distan e given from the
chute to'the target. In either case, the unit should log the exact coordinatos
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of the Parachute.
J. Enemy Tactics

(1) Observation: The enemy is capitalizing on oertaim patterns that
have been established on FSBtS to inflict maxirmu casualti, s.

(2) Evaluation:
(a) After enemy elements 1ave. cirete! indirect fire attacks

against FSBts, they will wait enough time for friendly forces to got into
the open aiding the wounded and observing the status and damage of equipment
to launch a second indirect fire attack.

(b) It h-is also been observed that indirect fire vtt-.cks are
b launched a-ainst'FSB ts by the enemy'during hours of maximm movement,
i.e., durixg breekfast, lunch, and supper.

(3) Recomendatiin.
(a) All personnel be a-vizoa of these tactics and that alh

commanders take apporpriate action to counteract these ciui-ancc.

III. Ttaaning:
A. Nigot Mission Training:

o(I) Observation: Units lack proficiency in night corbat assault
i operations and the employment of Pathfinder Teams,

(2) Evaluation:
(a) Night combat operations are infrequent. and difficulties

experienced at night are unique. Lack of training and experience also in-
cresses problems associated with these missions.

(3) Recomandtion:
(a) Practice night combnat assnults hive been conducted by

lift units'of the Division Aviation Group, In preparation for night training
operations, Pathfinders set Upj landing zone (LZ) markersp and a glide slope
indicator on a secure heliport. Flight leb-ders from each compang- participated
in the mission briefing. Radar assistan6e instrument facilities, ana R.
homing were found useful, and in some cases necessary.f6r naviption. The
coplete backward planning process mast be used for all, night combat assault
rissions; The initial night practice mission showed the need for further
trainin 1 especially in pilot techniques such as formation flyinS ind airspeed
control,* The subsequent missions showed that the flight time spent in
prcotice was extremely helpful.

B. Support of ARVN Units:
(I) Observation: The majority of the AM units, Supported by Division

Aviation Assets, are not familiar with airmbile operations.
(2) Evaluation:

(a) Many hazards to supported units and aircrews exist because
of a lack of knowledge of airmobile operations on the part of the ARVN command-
ers and their American advisors.

(3) Recommendation:
(a) Aviation Safety training be conducted for ARV'units. This

traini oosists of approaches to and departures from an aircraft, rapid on and
off loading, and general scfety. Additiohnlly, a formal class for ARVN com-
manders, their arisors, and other pcrsonnol involved in the planning of air-
mobile operations will pay high dividends in iq~oving tARVN Airmobilo Operations.
The instruction should cover the tadtics, plannmng and conduct of airmobilo
operations.
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IV. Intelligence: None

V. Logistics:

A. Logistical Support in Response to Increased Enemy Activities:
(1) Observation: Increased enemy activity during the month of August

xoslte&in the following actions:
(a) A special Task Force was organized ana one of the !st Air

Cavalry Division t s Brigades was re-enforced eand given responsibility for a large
portion of the threatened area.

Sb) Two areas, Song hong be resul
c Resuply usin-6g Common Service Airlift (COBAL) was basically

unsatisfactory.
(2_ valuation:

(a) Combined forces were rade up of Division and non-flivision
units to couter the enemy threat. This organization required a someAhat complex
logistical organization in that combined force elements received Support from more
than one source. Additionally, several units that were under the- operational
control of this Division were unfamilihr with THE FIRST TEAYV's orSanization for
logistical support. Efforts to avoid emergencies were hinperea by a lack of
coordination by commanders .to reconcile differences in planning, especially in
Class V stockage levda at evmunition supply points (ASPts). Adding to the overall
problem was tho unrliability of the CSAL response to rcquests.

(3) Recommendations:
(a) That, when an operation involving non-divisional units is

conterir~la.ted, the Division Support Comind- actively enter the planning stages
aud cocircUnate with the units concerned to determine the preqise types and level
of support to 1;e provided by the division.

(b) That stockaes at ASP's be actively monitored to insure that
shox-bafes are -anticipated and action is takch prior to reaching a zero balance
in key types of ammunition.

(c) That intensive management of cargo be* accomplished to insure
that the highest priority supplies axe placed on the first awAilable airlift.

B. Protection of Fragile Electrical Equipment During Movemont:
(1) Observation: Electrical equipment being evac-iated from)Fonward

Sr'-port Detachments of the 27th N4aint Bn to the Maint Support Detachment for

repair is being dama~ged severely uring shipment.
(2) , Evaluation:

(a) It was determined'lthat a batter method of evacuation wras neededL
to retrograde equipment to the rear. A lar. wooden box was built on a I ton truck
(mule) and constructed with partions of different sizes. The *esulting corpart-
mants were paddod for added protection.

(3) Recommendation:
(a) The possibility for commersial'manufacturo ana pachase of

these itemsp as an addition to the Airmobile TO&E, should be expiorea, In the
meantime, local production of these iteras has bcen initiated to insure that each
P8*x Support Detachment has at least one of these paded weoden evacuation
cabinets.

VI, Orgqnization: None

VIIO Other:A, Field Expedient Repair of 11-189 Handset:
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SUBJECT: Oporationrl Report for Quaterly Period Ending 31 October 1969

(1 ObserVation: Handset, H-189 cord assembly, used with radio set A,2RC-
25 atd 4/1RC-77, cannot -ithstand the stress of utiliza.tion under prolonged
combat conditions.

(2) Evaluation:
(a) The cord is easily pulled out of the hranset, thereby rendering

it inoperative, A field expedient method of strengthening the connection at
the hncdset can be accor.Vlished by doubling the cord round and taping it to
tho side of the hMedsot.

(3) oqommandtion:
(ka) J.l handsets, H-189, have their corIs taped in the above manner

for strength lending re-evaluation of handset design.
3 Repair of Long Whip Antennas:

i) Observ,-tion: The el,.stic cord used to hold collapsible whip an-
ten-s (e.g. AT-271A use,3, with r.adio sets AN/PR 77) has a tendency to rot and
break in a relatively short pcriod of time.

(2) 1vJuation:
(a) This problem is primarily attributed to the extremely humid

climats -3revelant in Southeast Asia. The nylon cord1 used to repair prarchutes
is sufficiently strong and elastic to be utilized to re-string antennas. Should
this method of repair be adopted, the critical shortage of, lonS WihI, antenas.
within supply ch-annels will be greatly reducsd.

(3) Roconriendation:
(a) That organic maintenance personnel adopt the above pxocedure

as an ex]..c-ient repair of long whip antennas.
C ivic Action PrograVaIodical Civic Action Proroan (ICwP/1D1CA):

() Observation- During ICAPAEDCAP missions, lcflet distribution is
usually restricted to those people who need madicca attention. However, in order
to draw a longer crowd, a lottery can be hcld, -:nd the lottery of poultry has
bcen found to be especially effective. In order to segragnto the populacc re-
quiring modical attention from those who do not so to prevent interference rith
the mcid.al te-eam, entertainment can be schodulel. to occupy the healthy in another
location,

(2) Evaluation:
(a) A lottery draws a laryer crowa which allows for a larver distri-

bution of propag anda. Entertainment iotild occupy children and llow medical
teams to po.rfo.m their mission uninterrupted.

(3) Reoonn-andation:
(a) Lotteries should be incor:porated into ICz.ls for better

PSY01ts on those opcrat-ions. The ICAPEDCAP te m orgnxizational structure should
provide for including indigenuous entert-iners.

D. 4ower Cable, Public Adress System, AMI4S-4:
(1) Obsenration: In its present configuration and usc with the UH-1

helicopter? tha power cable of the public adress system is not equipped with a
recoptaclo to take advnmta. of the interior heater blanket receptacles of the

(a) Evaluation:
(-a) The present situation requires more ground installation time

as the public address system power cable .ust be routed to the helicopter rc..dio
and battery co-artmont. In addition, an unsafe condition eists as the loud-
speaker spower cable connectors frequently shake loose froom the battery posts.
This cotld cause either en electrical short or %q electrical are ihich could
r sult in ge to the aircraft.

(3) Recoi:-ndation:
(a) Fit power cables of Public Ae.dress Systcns with an ap popriato

rocept,'cle for use with th, interior. heapr blankot receptacles of the U11-1
hiprCONFIDENTIAL
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SBJECT: O;:~erationaL Rcport for Q9Mrterly "criod Ending 51 October 1969

E. Bunker Construction:
(1) Observation: Recently, the supply of lumber suitable for use a-

siding on FSB structures has become critically short. Severle1 Fire .3.jse Kits

have n6t contained cnough such material, due to substitution of undersired size
lubr, to complete the siding of the three authorized stracturcs (TOO, FDC, and

Ndical Aide. Bunker).
(2) Evaluation:

(a) There is a definite need for an aveilable, adequate Mib-
stitut for siding mterial. At one FS', it was decided to eypeviment using,,
corrugated steel roofing as siding for the structures. This required a redesign
to the numbo . of posts reduced to 48" center to center, and the corrueated steel
roofing was aeoquate to support the backfilled ecrth. This substituti ;n had ndi
added bonus in that it, being wterproof, reduced the requirement for tarpapor,
and additionally, being an excellent light reflecting surface, resulted in a
brighter, morc if.es.-ablo work area. This substitution should only n .oe under
the supervision of the Direct Support (DS) Enginner Commrnader, and it is not
rAcommendeod for ovehead decking or for above grotud structures.

(5) Recomm-n~ationf:
(o) That corrugate.d. stool roofing be issued for use for siding

on Fire Si:ort Base St-uctures wh-n suitable siding lumber (211 x 12", 5' x 10")
is not available.

F. Ralliors:

(1) bscrvation: The combined operations of the Vietnamese Armed Forces
and the 1 DrigaAe during the reporting period have produced ovcr 400 people
who rettMncd, to GVN control. Returnees included VC, Viet Cong Infra-structuro
personel, and civil dofond-nts.

(2) Evaluation:
(a) Psychological operations have played a significant part in

thc success of these operations. Intcrroga&ion of the returnees revoealcd the fol-
lowing ito s,6f 'importance;

:1. R6tuxneos revealed that leaflets with mans showing rally
points i;cro very effetive.

2. any people in outlying area which are unaer VC control
are illitorate, so that use of Quick Reaction (QR) tapes and picture leaflets can
be used most offectivcly in these area.

*. 1. h-n QR tapes e i'.e, namcs of people knosia to be re-
maining in the villgo should be broadcast, This pcrsonal appeal is direct and
effocti~e, while the pictures of returnee families dcropped ovcr their hoxe vil-
lage show that good toatmont awaits othcrs iho rally.

4. VC propaganda describes the GI as a loathosomc, blood-
thirsty killer, hence many people do not rally out of fear, however, co:,.bined
operations with ARVN units ha:s ovorcone this. Also the use of armed propaganda
teams with US units is successftl.

i. Usually, the local VC guards are suffering the same
hardships as the people. Targeting these guarils is important, bocaaso when
they come in they will bring most of the pcoplo thcy are gunrding.

6. Roccntly, the use of ground speaker units on FSB3s has
bcen uscd to oncourage peoplc near the FM to come in. Night broadcasts from the
FS3 were very effective.

(5) Recommendation:
(a) Continued e.nrhasit be placed on PSYOPS based in information

obtained from returnee interrogations. 81
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SUBJECT: Jpc-rationnal Report for Quartcrly 2oriod Ending 31 Octobr 1969

G. Sandbagaing alls:
(1) Observation: During.. the rainy season, sandbag p.rotection for

vericaJl structures tend to topple auay from the walls, rcsulti-n in loss of pro-
tection and greater expenditures of men. and material,

(2) Evaluation:
"(a) The deterioration and sottlir of the sandbags ana their in-

creased wei.ht, due to water, tend to c:tusc the sandbag wlls to fail by falling
airay from the protected structure, An expedient mctbod of securing the sand'b)Zs
to the structure is n'.'cded. This may be accon.plishead in the following manmer:

1, Lay the sandba.gs up to five layers,
Nail the ends of e-)ty saqdbags to the structure, using

scabbing or roof ing nails, so that the .sandbags form a flap laid over the fifth
layer.

5, Continue to add layers and rc eat procedure 2 every five
layers. These c-.ty sandbags serve to tie the sa-ndbqgwalls to the structure
itself and gives latcri.al support to thc sandbags.

(3) Recomiiendation:
(a) That future sandbag protectivi walls bo strecnthoned by using

the tccrnique explained above.
H. Employing a 1000 Watt Speakcr in a U6-A (Delavilland, Beaver):

(1) Observation: Conducting 1?SY0P nissions-is hnarcred by the poor
oplification of tape broadcasts on rotary wing aircraft. Hoi Chmnhs have stated
that bro..ecasts from fixed wing aircraft are underitood clearly on the ground,
whereas rotary wing broadcasts wore barely audible.

(2) Evaliation:
(a) A 1000 watt loudspeaker system-is easily Installea in a U6-A

by removing the two rear seats end sliding the speaker and frame into the air-
draft. The speaker is highly effective at an altitude of 1500-2000 feet covwring
an extensive crca.

(3) Recomndation:
(a) It is rocomacndod that organic fixea wing ircxaft U6-A

be utilized whenover- possible to conduct PSYCP missions.
I. Improve FSB Trafficability:

(1) Observation: Fire Support Basos built during'the rainy season are
cbunlicated by the inevitable mad that results from the rain. Construction ofP
fiincy is decreased -nd general movomcnt around the base is hindered,

(2) Evaluat'ion:
(o) It is exceedingly difficult to keep personnel and equipmnt

out of the muddy areas on a-firebase, aond constant traffic over thest- areas is
the major cause of a groat deal of furthcr decomposition of the soil, Tho con-
sequence of continued use of a muddy area is virtually bottomless mud.

(3) R6commondations:
(a) Construct corduroy noadw'oysr using native timber for Use as

traffic woys from area to aa and rcstrict vohicular traffic to those roadways.
Also construction of timber bridges enables vehicles to cross washed out slush-
mad arcas and drainage ditchos, rathcr than ride throtugh the bad spotb' whero
they eventually'bog down when the maholos get too ,eep.

(b) Drainago should always be a consideration on a FMi and as
soon as priorities will permit, the DS Enp~indor Platoon Leader and the supported
unit should Vwpi out a drainage plan and a traffic pabtern to minimnuc traffic
concentration to a single path.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969

(c) Existing guound cover, wherever possibic, f nild be l.ft
intact within the perimeter. Trees and brush should be cut cf:. above the
ground boo"& the roots of.the vegtaiw, particularly grasses, help to
stbili e the soil.

J. Retention of Kit Carson Scouts (KCS)
(1) Observation: .,it Carson Scouts, because of inability to com-

municate, have difficulty adjusting and being accepted in US units.
(a) Evaluation:

(a) Te initiation of an English training progra assisted
the KCS, however, it did not completely solve the retention problem. To
further assist-, the 1st Air Cav Div initiated a buddy programp which brings
together a KCS with a US rifleman from his future unit of assigment for
the fine 4 days of the KCS training program. Together the KCS and his
buddy complete the training program at MM FIRST TEAM Academy and procee.
to the US unit. This program gives the: KCS a point of contact within a
US unit an& f6roes him -to use the English language in ordear to communicate
with his buddy. During the critical period of adjustment the KCS and his
US counterpart are a team and employed as such. Through this relationship
thw KCS develops loyalty for the US unit and rapidly becomes accepted as a
member of the unit.

(3) Recommendation:
(a) That. units experiencing KCS reten.on problems initiate

a simlar buddy program.

Z. Control of Grass on-FSB's:
(1) Observation: Control of grass on FSB's should not be a pro--

blem associate* solely with the rainZ season.
(2) Evaluation:

(a) Units give little thought to controling the growth of grass
until the rainy season begins at which time extremely rapid growth makes it
very difficult to effectively control growth. A program, to eva8icate these
grasses during the dry season will help prevent them from becowing a problem
in the wet season. Units can install wire im a manner that ill allow access
to critical areas. This could includo parallel lanes in Conccrtik and Tangle
foot wire sufficiently Wced to allow a vehicle to traveerse between the rows
of wires. Several types of hand sprayers are available which can be used lo
spray diesel or defoliant on the unwanted grass, and dan be applied. from the
constructed rows.

(3) Recommendation:
(a) That care be given to the layout of protective wires on

FSB's to permit vehicle access to critical areas.
(b) That units maintain enough haA sprayers to support a Wn-

tinned program of grass eradication throughout the year by spraying disel
find whefA approved, herbicides.

L. Failure of Cargo Slings:
(1) Observation: On at least one occasion cargo being sling loaded

underneath a CH-47 Chinook helicopter has broken away and lost during flighto
(2) Evaluation:

(a) The causes of accidents of this nature may be any of the
following:

j. Improper rigging.
2. Too heavy a loade
. Worn or weakened sling.

O .3
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SUBMEC: Operational Report for 4=Wxly Period Ending 31 Octobr 1969

(3) Reoommend ons:
(a) Inspect all sling oq~ijmen1t thoroughly before ani after

each move.
(b) Insped attachmont points on vehicle or loal before moving.
(c) If a v*icle is being moved, make sure it is not carrying

too much cargo so- that the combined weight of the cargo and the vehicle will
not *train the: sling and the attichment points.

(d) In the event the sling-load is lost in flight:

. Do not expect to flnd the object on the ground without
an extensive search because the caro will usually burp itself and will look
like. a bomb cra*r, especially from the air.

2 Do not, expectLto find any usable material if it is left
in thm- field overnight

. Have as many aerial observer teas as po.zible look for
dropped equipnent with a stand-by- teea ready for insertion.

SECTION. III: HQ., DA 3URVEY INKRUM ON

Escape, Evasion and Survival: None

FOR THE CO MDER:

K. R. SWAM
01V, AGO
ASST, AG

CONFIDENTIAL

L?

I



%A

AVFBC-B3,-l (15 Nov 69) 31 OAo 1969

DUp EQ II (3CM, APO San Francimco 962661 0 DEC 1969

THRW: Commanding General,9 US Army Vietam, AT~ AVEGC (DST), ANO %375

CsinuaMe-Iw-Cbief, US- Army Pacific# ATTI: GPOPA-DT.. AnO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Fore Development, Departiment of the
Army, Washingtoa, D.C. 20310

- Thin headquarters ban reviwved and concurs with the Operational Report-
*Unan taed of the lot Cavalry Division (Airmoblel) for the period

ending 31 October 1969.

7(M THE CCO(AJDU:

Asst AG
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AVHGC-DST (15 Nov 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969

RCS CSFOR-5 (R2) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARfI, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 0 1 FEB 1970

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1, (U) This headquartersa has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarters,
,st Cavalry Division (AM) and ccmubs :of indorsing headquarters.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (C) Reference item concerning "Locating Enemy Infiltration Routes 3 ,

section II, page 75, paragraph IIA; concur. This is a good example of the
coordinated use of all available assets to uncover enemy infiltration routes.

b. (C) Reference item concerning "Utilization of Ground Sensor
Fields", section II, page 75, paragraph IIB; concur. MACV Handbook for
Sensor Planning and Eaplacement dated June 1969 outlines typical employ-
ment examples (chapter three, para 10). This item is covered in the
Handbook.

c. (C) Reference item concerning "Expbiitation of Ralliers", pee-

tion II, page 75, paragraph IIC; concur. All sources of intelligence
should be exploited to the maximum. Action by higher headquarters is not

required.

d. (C) Reference'item concerning "Joint Coordination Committee",

section II, page 76, paragraph IID; concur. A Joint Coordination Com-
mittee made up of representatives from ARVN and US forces shoutd be
established in order to effect direct coordination between the Vietnamese

Air Force and US units on all operations in an assigned AO with emphasis

on combined operations. Similar coordinating committees, if established,

will help promote the combat effectiveness of both ARVN and US units operat-

ing in the same AO.

e. (C) Reference item concerning "Exploitation of B-52 Strikes",

section II, page 76, paragraph IIF; concur. To exploit B-52 strikes to

the mjaxm, sufficient planning should be effected to conduct joint

PSIOPS and intelligence operations.

f. (C) Reference item concerning "Last Light Operations", section

II, page 77, paragraph IIG; concur. Since VC/NVA forces feel confident

during the period just preceding last light, operations by friendly forces

should be increased during this period.,
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AVHGC-DST (15 Nov 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969

RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (u)

9. (C) Reference item concerning "Fire Support Coordination", sec-
Page 77, paragraph IIH; concur. In order to reduce the time and

effort roquired to clear fires during combined US/ARVN operations, when
both US &nd ARVN artillery are employed, recommend a single clearing agency
be established. This agency should be manned by US and ARVN personnel and
have authority for clearing artillery fires.

h. (C) Reference item concerning "larking Targets for Air Strikes",
section II, page 77, paragraph II I; concur. Any means of directing the
forward air controller (FAC) without using additional resources -should be
considered. However, care must be taken to insure the parachute remains
in the target area, and not relocated by enemy forces.

i. (U) Reference item concerning "Logistical Support in Response
to Increased Encmy Activity", section II, page 79, paragraph V A; concur.
Problom is one which can best be solved by 1st Cay Div Support Command.
Key personnel of the Supporb Command must be intimately involved in mat-
ters of this nature otherwise problems arise which require resolution by
higher echelons. ASPs referred to are not ASPs in their true sense.
These are unit ammunition dumps rur by the Div Support Command and not
installations operated by anmunition personnel of the lst Log Comd. The
experience of this time period has been used to establish better policy,
planning, and procedures to cope with periods of high activity should they
occur again. Working closely with the DISCOR CO, the G., IQ II FFV, and
1st Log Comd, the ammunition supply and storage -situation in the 1 st Cay
Div has improved considerably and should continue to improve. The remark
regarding unsatisfactory support from the Common Service Airlift System
(CSAS) should be further explained to reflect that a portion of the
operation took place during the rainy season.

J. (U) Referende item concerning "Protection of Fragile Electrical
Equipment During Movement", section II, page 79 paragraph V B; concur.
Protection of fragile electronic equipment during movement is a problem
common to most US An units. This problem is generally resolved on a
local basis by use of available packaging material or special carrying
cases provided with the equipment. The 27th Maint Bn appears to have
developed an excellent field expedient which serves their particular purpose
for evacuation of electronic equipment. It is believed that this problem
is one that can continue to be resolved at unit level without commercial
procurement for special containers.

k. (U) Reference item concerning "Repair of Long Whip Antennam"j
section II, page 79, paragraph VII B; concur. Anbther good source of
this string is the parachute suspension line. Thd ECCt office will con-
duct an investigation on the feasibility of modifying this antenna.
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RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

1. (U) Reference item concerning -Civic Action Program/oldical
Civic Action Program (ICAP/MEDCAP)", section II, page 80, paragraph VII C;
concur. Gaining attention of as much of the populace as possible is
essential. A scheme such as the one recommended not only provides a means
of distracting the villagers, but can be used to effectively extend a
PSYOP message,, MEDCAP/ICAP teams should be organized to include indigenous
entertainers when required. Coordination should be initiated ith the
MACCORDS advisors and Province and District officials in order to obtain
local indigenous eitertainers. If presented in the proper manner, it
could enhance the image of the GVN. Application and coordination of this
recommendation should be handled by the local commanders.

m. (U) Reference item concerning "Power Cable, Public Address
System, AEM-ABS-4", section II, page 80, paragraph VII D; concur. The
1 st Cay Div should submit an Equipment Improvement Recommendation (EIR)
in accordance -with TM 38-730.

n. (U) Reference item concerning "Ralliers, section II, page 81,
paragraph VII F; concur. The gathering of information from ralliers to
use as PSYOP themes against the ememy has proven effective in encouraging
surrender. By using the intelligence gathered, planning and preparation
of recorded messages with specific appeals for use under particular con-
ditions can be initiated and they can be used as the need arises.

o. (U) Reference item concerning "Sandbagging Walls", section II,
page 82, paragraph VII G; nonconcur. This is an extravagant use of sand-
bags, which are a critical supply item. Recommend that consideration be
given to alternate methods of restraining sandbag walls, to include build-
ing the wall at a slight angle inclined toward the structure.

p. (U) Reference item concerning "Control of Grass on FSB's", sec-
tion II, page 83, paragraph VII K; concur. However, vehicular access
lanes should not be provided. Protective wire installations must include
wire so arranged as to prevent lateral movement between rows. This is
not compatible with the recommendation to provide vehicle access lanes.

q. (U) Reference item concerning "Failure of Cargo Slinrs", section
II, page 83, paragraph VII L; concur. USARV message 65227, 031 105Z Jun 69,
subject: Service Life Criteria for Helicopter External Lift Slings,
extended the service life of slings from 6 to 12 months pxoviding the
slings meet the inspection and serviceability requirements of TM 55-450-11.
Units should be extremely careful to insure that slings in use over six
months are inspected in asterdknce with the USARV message and destroyed
when no longer serviceable
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Pyriod Ending 31 October 1969

RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (u)

r,. (U) Reference item concerning "Maintenance of Unit Strength",
Tab G, page Gi, paragraph 2. Records at this headquarters indicate the
I st Cav Div (Airmobile) is currently at or above the USARV average inS11 series KOS in grades E5, E6, and E7. The shortage of middle grade

non-commissioned officers is common throughout USARV and is expected to
continue as Arzy-wide resources are insufficient to offset continuing
requirements in short tour areas. A shortage of infantry captains
existed command-wide during the period. With the PRA for infantry
captains established at about 50%, this shortage will continue to exist
with armor captains and infantry lieutenants being used to make up the
shortfall.

FOR THE CCU 1DER:

1. D. MURRAY

C PT,tatdvo

Cy furn: Assistant Mont Generol
I1st CAV DIV (AM)
II FFV
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GPOP-DT (15 Nov 69) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 1st Cavalry Division (AN) for Period

Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 17 FEB 1970

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indoreed.

FOR THE COHANDER IN CHIEF:

D. A. TUCKER
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

90o
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'SUBJECT: Operational '-Report for Quotorly Period Ending 31 October 1969
TAB A : Task Organization

Task Organization

a. lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile)

EHC, lst Cav Div (AIi)
Security PJ.t Prov)184th Cml Plt (DS)

14th Military History Detachment
1-9th Cav

545th Trans Dot (Acft lMaint) (DS) (?MI4) (Tmi 1e)151st Trans Det (Aoft aint) (DS) (4) (T Ko)
98th Trans Dot (Acft Idnt) (DS) (IM14) (Tm Ko)
62nd Inf Plt (Combat Tracker)

- Ground Sensor Plt (Prov)
8th Ena Bn
13th Sig Bn
Co H (Pmgor), 75th Inf
-545th IV Co
26th Cml Dot
371st R&R Cc,
191st yl Dot

5835r- bi Dot
Oporational Location #2, 5th Weathcr Squacmon (USAF)
322nd Avn Spt Dot
391st QX Det
273-d Avn Co (Hvy eiol)

b. 1st Bde
2-5th Cav.
2-7th Car
1-12th Cav

o. 2nd Bdo
5-7th Cav
2-12th Cav

d. 3rd Bde
1-5th Cay
1-7th Cav
1-8th Cav

e. Div Arty
2-8th Cav
MEf Div Arty
2/19th Arty
2/20th Arty

80th Trans Det (Aeft &W.int) (DS) (M~I) (Tm K6e)
171st Trans Dot (Aeft NMaint) (DS)(DM) (Tm Ke)
329th Trans Dot (Aoft N.aint) (DS )(i) (Tr Ko)

i/21st Arty
1/77th" Arty
Btry E, (Avn), 82nd Arty

564th T-ans Dot, (Aft Mint) (DS) (FDM) (Tm Ke)
1/30th Arty
268th P" -Dot Radar) CONFIDENTIAL
273rd FA D6t (Rdaa)1

f7. 11th ACR
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SUBJECT: 0poraitionz1a Report for qumterly Period Ending -31 October 1969
TAB A : Taskc Organization (Cont)

1-11th ACR
2-llth ACR
3.dlth .LCR

g. 11tlh Avn Gp
BROt 11th Avm Gp
ATO, Pit (IProv)
11th A-y Co (GS)

150th Trans Pet (Acft IXaint) (DS) (MIDf) _(Tm Ke)
227th Avn Bn (Asit Rel)

166th-Trmis'Dot (Acft 14aint) (DS) D4 T
390thTrans Plet (Acft Nzi.nt) (DS) MDN) TmKe
394th Trans Det (Aeft Xhint) (DS (m'Tm Ke
400th Voons Dot (Acft Nnhint) (DS) 11011) (Tm Kel

228th Avn nn (Asit Spt Hel)
51st Trans Dot (Aeft 1'IDN 0(30 FOOL MAINl~) (Dp) (Tra UP)
166thTrans Dot. (Acft M1M 0(30 IfL~ XMA ) (DS)( Tr ICf)
255th Trans Dot (Ackt 4DM 0(30Hi I'IUlT )D Tm KC)

229th Ava Bn (Aait Rol)
391st Trans -Dot (ACYIT ) (DS) (1D14 (TM n)
39nd Trans Det (ACF 1TJ1 (S) (N3MM 174
393rd Trans Dot (ACT IjAflT (PS) M1DNTM KE

571st Trns Pet (ACE 14AMT) (DS) 1DM TM IM
h. Division Support Conmnd

MCo ac Band
15th Admin.0o

41st Pf Det
42nd PI'Det

15th Mod Bn
15th Sup -and Svv Bh
15th Trans Pu'
27th NaInt Dn
25th Inf Plt (Scout Do)
34th InC P2:t (Sou 5De
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Roport for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969
TAB C : Surveillanc -Infozmation

1. Aerial Surveillance

a. Mission Statistics for the period 1 Aug - 31 Oct 1969.

MISSION TWPE SgD/C0le. RESULTS

IR 368/311 326 lIRs

SLAR 424/404 929 ILs

Phot 177/148 79 IPIRs

b, General Comments: Flying weather during the reporting period was fair
to poor, causing 47 mission aborts. Maintenance of aircraft and equipment
was not a significant problem.

i (i) IR - During the quarter 84.5% of the mission were co-loted. 57
missions wore cancelled; 41 due to weather, 10 due to IR system nalfunction,
10 due to contact artillery in the area, 1 due to A/C malfunction.

(2) SLAR - During the quarter 95.5% of the SI.AR nissions wore completed.

20 missions were cancelled; 13 due to A/C malfunction, 6 due to woather, 1
due to sensor malfunction.

(3) PHOTO - During the quarter 83.6 of the photo missions were couipleted.
29 missions were not comleted, all due to weather.

2. Ground Sensor Surveillance.

a. ission Statistics for the period 1 Aug - 31 Oct 69.

(1) .ission sched/comp - 20/20

(2) New sensors ermlaced - 365

(3) Average sensors per mission - 18.3

(4) Air emplaced - 235 (69,8%)

(5) Hand etmiaced - 130 (30.2%)

(6) I'myinum sensor density - 354

(7) Nunber of targets detected - 1329

93
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CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Octobue 1969
TAB E : Training/Conbat Developrents

1. DIVISION TflMIN]flG:

a. The FIRST TRM4 Academy at 3ion Hoa conducted individual :epl.tdement
training for all incoming replacement personnel during the reporting period.
A total of 760 officers and 5,154 onlisted vn received the three day course
of instruction.

b. The Comibat Loafers Course (CLC) gra-duated 510 personnel during the
quarter. The ten (10) day course of instruction provides training for selected
personnel (E-3 th-ru E-5) who have demonstr-ated leadersbip potential in the
field and arc progrmed to becom team leaders and squad leaders. The sub-
jects stressed are small -unit tactics, air assault techniques, ma reading,
con-unicationsoprocedures, first aid, and leadership.

c. The Kit Carson Scout training program gra-u-.ted 96 personnel during
the reporting period. The objective of the program is to provide naneuver units
within the Division with well-trained forner VC/NVA soldiers who perform as
scouts with Arerican units during operations. Training includes basic ai-
mobile tactics and techniques, care and operation of US equipment, English
language, and the mission of the Kit Carson Scout.

d. The Division Sniper School graduated 67 personnel during the quarter.
The program is designed to train selected personnel in advanced marksmanship
and sniper teclhiques. Course of instruction- also includes comranications
procedures, map reading, adjustment of indirect fire and night fbring tcohniques.
Upon graduation, the trained snipers are returnelto their unit- to be employed
as a battalion asset. The FIMIg TEAM Academy dispatche o: (-&bile train-
ing teams, consisting of sniper school cadre, to the field d-'6h- The period
13-28 October 1969. Rotating among the battalions thcy inspectc. equipmnt,
provided additional guidance on ernloyment techniques, and sericed inoperable
wea pons.

e. During the reporting period, cotntor-sappor training was conducted,
under the control of Division Artillery, at each fire support base within te
Division from 24 September to7 October 1969. This training consisted of a
brief class dealing with enemy sapper tactics and techniques and effective
counter measures to be employed in .dfondin against such attacks. This class
was followed by an infiltration demonstration utilizing for~mr enemy sappers
to penetrate the perimeter wire.

2. NON-DIVISIONAL TBAINI1G PROGRAMS A1/ SCHOOLS:

a. The Division made extensive use oflthe USARV school system during the
reporting period. The following figures indicate the utilization rate for the
quarter:
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CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Enling 51 October 1969
TAB E Training/Comba.t Develpjments (Cont)

OFF EM
Army Aviation Refresher Training School rr i-6

AH-IG Trcausition 21

AH-lG F/SIP 3

SoH-a..n /sIP 5

US !-My Training Facility, Ist Signal trigade 54

MCV Recondo School 16

b. There wero thirty-nine (59) -aviators within the Division who attended
the Jungle Environmental Su±vival TRaininc (JEST) course in the Philippines
during the reporting period.

5. COMIAT DEVThOPIENTS:

a. A 50 day evaluation of the Thin Filn Plastic Utility Kit was conducted
during June and July with the final evaluation submitted on 15 August-. Among
the varied uses of the kit was as a protective for small items, its length
allows several layers of protection and keeps nois tur from the items for a
long period of time. The material used to fora the pl:stic kit was not of
sufficient strength to withstand heavy duty use or the uear =n4 tear of con-
stant field use. Although the item had several good uses, the plastic bags
from batterys and sundhry packs serve the samie purpose at less cost to the
govermient.

b. In February 1969, the Division was issued the Univtrsal Field Main-
tenance Shelter (ENGTRE 205) for operational use. In July, the Division was
requested to conduct a 30 day evalcation of the shelters. The shelters were
found to be acceptable and uscful. The shelters fulfille all roquirements
placed upon them and contributed to an increase d aircraft avil fbY]ity by
providing a sheltered maintenance area. The shelters have alb uate room to
accomodate both aircoft end maintenance crews simultaneously. "ho units dId
have sor.- suggested rndifications to the shelter but overall fo' ;d it to be
usefu.l in contributing to their aircraft maintenance pogroar,

c. On 2 June 1969, the Division began a 60 Jay evaluation of the uniform,
Combat Tropical, Ipproved M[osquito Protcction. The evaluation concluded that
the uniform was acceptable for wear in a tropical clivate and does offer
increagod protection against r.squito. bites. Tost units differed on whether
the unifor, was hotter or cooler than the -tandaMd tropioal combat uniform.
The use of the test uniform did not reduce the nalaria rate in the units that
evaluated them. In the final analysis, although the tcst uniform does offer
som increased protection against mosquito bites, it does not afford enough
additionl protection to warrant an increased cost o-;7 - the )resent tropical
combat uniform.
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CONFIDENTIAL

SU13JECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Endinp 31 Octob,-r 1969
TAB E : Training/.Cnbat Developments (Cont)

Cl. During July and August, the Division cooperated in an ACTIV evaluation
of the Helicopter .l-ounted Scarclight System, Li~itweight (EISUiE 260), The
ACTIV project officer worked directly with th test unit. The final analysis
was that the system was unsatisfactory due to a poor slue rate, narrow been
width, and inability to switch in flight from the white to the pink mode.

e From 15 July to 14 September 1969, the 1st Cavalry Division (AM)
conducted an evaluation of the USALWL Waste Disposal System. The system was
found to be conceptually superior to the preseit =thod of waste disposal but
not suitable for enployment due to structural wbeakesscs. The tanks showed a
tendency to deform when filled with werv one molted in the hot sun, and the
tan!k cover and inlet system was not securely fcstened to the bowl,

f. The Division was issued two Telescoping Floodlight and Trailor Mounted
Generators, Self-Contained (ENSURE 261) on 7 June, for a 60 day evaluation.
The floodlicht system is considered suitable for use as a mobile floodlight set.
The items have been an asset to the .ight maintenomce pzoro.a of the units
using them. T 1e system can bc rmneuvered and the extendable boom adjustod to
a height to provide sufficient light on any work cxe. Reco-i.endcd modifications
incluted strengthening the welds, the crank handle, =d the outrigger mounts
and using circuit breakers in lieu of fuses. The systems have boen in continu-
ous use since the completion of the evalhationean& have become an integral
part of the aviation units maintenance program.

g. On 1 October 1969 the Division began evaluations of the .L2Pk Big
Screen Viewer (NSURE 276) std Front Line Trace Markers, These itc:'s are
being used by units on forward fire sutpport bases and in the f iei. Preliminary
indications are that the items are suitable and serving t'hoir intendd purpose
superbly; however, the tests and evaluations were not con-?lete at the conclusion
of the reporting period.
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SBJECT: Operational Report for Qtzartrly Pcriod Enlirg 51 October 1969

TAB V: Provost Mrshal Activities

1. During the period 1 August through 31 October 1969, the Office of the
Provost Marshal processed a total of six hundred and sixty-two offenses.

a. Offense Statistics:

Crimes against persons/property 233

Miscellaneous offenses 158

Military Offenses 114

Traffic offenses 15
TOTAL

b. Breakdown of offense statistics:

(1) Crimes against persons/' roperty 233; mur=dor 1; acgegmvated assault 15;
simle assault 18; robbery 4; burglary 3; larceny over $50 165; larceny under
$50 23; wrongful appropriation 3; for,ery 1.

(2) Miscellaneous offenses '158: disorderly conduct 24; drunkeness 1;

marijumia 106; drugs 10; currency violation 10; suicide 7.

(3) Military Offenses 114: AWOL 51; pass violations 2; off limits 31;
discharge of firearms 20; desertion 7; weapons violations 3.

(4) Traffic violations 157: speeding 90; no. operators permit 4; failecl
to stop for a stop si&- 16; ovorloadxed vehicle 2; unsecured vehicle 9;
parking in a prohibitod area 11; failure to give turn si1m]. 1; operating
a defective vehicle 4; inattentive driving 2; iqpropor ovor-toking 2; failure
to yield the right of way 3; failure to maintain control of the vehicle 9;
backing without a guide 2; speed excessive to road conditions 1; driving under
the influence of alcohol 1.

c. Corments on Offender Statistics:

(1) The over-all offense rate decreased by 11% from the breceding

reporting period.

(2) Within the four (4) major reportable cata.eries crimes against
porsons/property increased by 15% and miscellaneous offenses increased by 5%,
whereas traffic offenses were down 32% and military offenses wexe down 26%Ioo
from the previous period.

(3) Significant fluctuotion with regard to part~cu ar offenses reported
dufring the previous period ore as follows; mrders decr6 sed from 4 to 1,
larcenies over $50 increased from 137 to 165, acts of disordorly conduct
increased from 12 to 24 and marijuana cases increased from 85 to 106.

(4) No definitive pattcrn or conclusion is established from the above
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TABV :Proyost Martbnal Atvt C

information.Atiiis(ot aho.'rcsoatoJ o

2. Drin th peiodthe- Office of the Provost ksaineosadatalf

fifty-nine dtmc.

Detainee slatisticst Aug Sep 0ct TOMA~

Returnees 0 23 0 23

Prisoners of War ~ 16 10 5 31

Civil Defondrm.ts 0 0 0 0

Innocont Civilians 2 3 0

TOTAL: 59
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CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 0 Lobor 1969
TAB Y : Surgeon Activities

1. Submitted are the complete and final statistics for the stated period.

2-. Medical

a. Disease and injury statistical data:

(1) on-battle injuries 286

(2) Disesase 1741

(5) Malaria 539

SVivax 151

2 Falcipaxum 352

3 Unknown 56

(b) FUO 597

(c) :?sychiatric Cases 95

(d) Others 564

0'1
(3) Romaining in .hospital (In country) 510

b. Discussion of Disease:

(1) Inlaia cases: A total of 559 cases of malaria occured in personnel

of this Division from 1 Aug 69 to 51 Oct 69, inclusive. Of them 151 (28%)

cases were due to Plasmodium vivax and were ccused in most U.S. Forces by

failure to take the weekly cKloroquine-primaquine pill.

.(a) The malaria incidence is as follows:

UNIT AUG S__ OCT TOTAL

HH, Ist Bde 0 1 0 1
1/8 12 36 30 78
2/8 4 8 3 15
1/12 4 1 6 11
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJTCT: O erationai Report for uarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969
M TAB Y: Surgeon Activities (Cant)

M__T AUG SEP OCT TOTAL

ERC 2nd Bde 0 0 0 0
1/5 6 48 35 89
2/5 1 13 3 17
2/12 20 45 13 78
HC, 3rd Bde 4 7 1 12
1/7 62 32 24 118
2/7 5 11 4 20
5/7 6 23 23 52

Div Arty 2 2 4 8
1/9 1 1 2 4
AvnGp 1 5 1 7
Spt Cni 6 5 7 18
Sig Bn 0 0 2 2
Eng Bn 0 1 2 3
HHC Div 0 1 0 1

1 3 1 5
545 B0 0 0 o

TO TAL 135 243 161 539

(b) The malaria rate is the highest for. any quarter since the Division
moved into III Corps Tactical Zone. The marked rise in incidence is associated
with the moving of large. number of troops into the northern sections of BinI
Long and Phuoc .Long Provinces.

(2) Other selected diseases of importance are as follows:

Immersion Foot 0

Heat exhaustion 4

Poisoning 2

Animal Bites 2

Hepatitis 17

Dengue Fevor 0

Infectious Meningitis 0

Scrub Typhus 8

(a) WIA: From 1 Aug 69 through 31 Oct 69, the 15th Modicoal Battalion
treated a total of 1179 U.S. Amy personnel who were MiA. Of thosop 681 were
adritted and 498 were CRO.

Joo
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CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Perio& -Ending i October 1969
TAB AA: Logi'siics Operations

1. SECTION 1, OPNJIONS: Significant Activities

a. During the reporting period 1 August 1969 to 31 October 1969 Divislon
Support Command (DISCOM) continued to support the 1st Cavalry Division (MI)
in Ojeration Toan Thang III. Combat service support provided and/or coordin-
ated by DISCOM included supplies, maintenancet medical services,.transportation,
evacuation of captured enemy material and salvage, ba-th laundry, graves
registration and explosive ordnance disposal for the lst Cavalv- Division (All),
attached elements and contiguous units. Suiport rendered remained basically
unchanged in mission requirements as compared to 'previous periods.

(1) The 1st FSSE provided support to the lst brigade maneuver battalions
from its base at Tay Ninh. The 1st FSSE provided material and transport for
four -new fire support bases, moved three battalion roars end trains from Tay
Ninh and retrograded one fire support base. The Ist FSSE coorCinatod the
movement of 13,037 tons of cargo and 9,639 passengers from its consolidated
aling-out pad. Additionally, 456 tons of cargo and 13,726 passegexs were
moved through the fixed-wing air strip at Tay Ninh. The ARV AiTborne Div-
isiont 2nd Brigade became co-located with THE FIRST TE 'S 1st 8rigeaf on
14 October 1969. By 23 October 1969 all three ARV battalion fire suoort
bases were established. _ARV1 logistical resupply was accomplished daily from
the consolidated sling-out pad. This consolidation of US and AI I use of
the sling-out pad. facilitatcd operations in support of their respective AO's;
The movement control team could better support both operations from one area,
therefore the rigger section was able to teach ond assist the AIV brigade
riggers in developing sound rigging techniques and procedures.

(2) The 2nd FS:@ initially staffed two locations in supporting the 2nd
Brigade. The 2nd FS. consolidated its operation at Fire Support Base Buttons
with the movement of the 2nd Brigade rear to FEB Buttons near Song Be. The
2nd FSSE became the most unique of all the Forwa.d Service Support Elements
by assu~ing responsibility for providing all classes of supply to the brigade.

Additionally, the 2nd FSSE assumed a more diversificd r.,ission with the
responsibility for operation of a US helicopter rcfuel and reazm service.
During this reporting period the 2nd F$SE retrograded one Fire Base Kit and
provided the material and transport for the opening of tbree 'Fire Support
Bases. In each instance" the fire base kits wore moved by fixed-wing air-
craft to FSB Buttons and further airlifted by CH-47 helicopter to the Fire
Support Base locations. FSB Buttons is rapidly developing into a cor.lote
brigade base. The 2nd FSSE is increasing its capability to provide continuous
support of all classes of supplies to the brigade.

(3) The 3rd FSSE provided support to the 3rd Brigade an(l ct t. ched units
based at Quam Loi. During the reporting pcriod Class I, ii, " , ,nd IV as
well as maintenance support, mdical service and air transport ,, . furnished
and/or coordinated through the 3rd FS33. The 3rd Fzf3 assumc'l o 'crational
control of the 8th Aerial Port in conjunction ith the Air Force at Quan Loi
when the 2nd FSSE moved to Fire Support Base Buttons. Elements of the 3rd
Brigade ad one troop from the llth ACR were noved to Bu Dop to counter ,an

C DI
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CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Qarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969
TAB AA: Logistics Operations (Cont)

flQ&oA M
Bien Hoa Phuoc Vinh B C D TOTA.L

Automotive 190 501 175 227 124 017
• Enginoe 116 355 208 203 94 976
Electronics 454 2529 1540 807 1078 6408
Armament (Art illery) 0 33 30 20 18 101(Small Arms) 168 0.27 774 481 268 2115

(Iistru=onts)" 239 722 166 238 122 1487
Other 322.. 1098 158 86 !2 1786
TOTALS 1489 5465 051 26 Ye, 13890

NOTE: "Other categories of con~leted work order re4ust wn. aboveinclude machine shop work, ielding, canvas repair, glass cutting, off'ic.e
machine repair and fuel ?nd electrical component repair.

(5) Summary of supply data for the quarter rcveals the following:

(a) Total ASL requests received 30,250

(b) Total Fringe reiucsts received 4,261

(c} Demand accomodation 87.6

() Demand satisfaction 73.4%

(e) Average ASL lines stocked 6,257

() Average zero balance lines 3,195

(g) Average fringe lines on hand 0

(h) Fringe lines tuirned in 2 -230

(i) Units supported by ASL 88

(j) Lines inventoried during the period 5,375

(6) Receipt of repair parts at the supply base at Bien Hoa for the quarter
was as follows:

Rod Ball receipts - 42,670 lbs

Parcel Post - 27,000 lbs

Normal Stockage - 450,000 lbs

c. The 15th Supply and Services Battalion (Al) continued to support the
1st Cavalry Division (AM) during this reporting period. Te battalion oper-
ated from a base area in Bien Hoa ancl forward locations in Tay Ninh, Phmoo

CON FIDENIAL



SUBJECT: Operational Report CONFIDENTIALe 1 6.fo± Quaterly Period Nnctin 31Otoe 96
TIB AA: logistics Operations (Cont)

enemy threat. Due to the lack of adcquate and usaic road netwo3F.:s an aerial
resupply system was initiated for providing support to the elements at Bu
Dop. The 31rd FSSE provided-a movemeants control teem to handle and process
the receijot of Class I, III, and V supplies at the airfield. The 3rd FSSE
provided xmterial and tiansport for the establishmnent of four Fire Support
Bases and coordinated the retrograde of the supported ciements from Bu flop.

b. During t~ie reporting period, the 27th Maintenance Battalion continued
to provide dixect. support rxaintenance and. repair parts ourply for all ground
equlpraent (loss medical 'and cryptoilzaphic) of tha ist Cav-alry Dlivision (Aim'obile)

The"Anwhee -Anyime attitude of support is substantiated by-the following
percentage of operational equipment at the close, of this reporting period:

CATEGORY Lo" OPERATIONA

Vehicles 98.

Artillery 100.0%

Genrators 96.4%

Cor,L'unications 95.7%.

(1) fluxing the quarter the-re were 19 te-,hnical assis'tance vi. its conducted
by units of the Battalion.

(2) The Battalion UKl' Team visited a total of 23 units during the repor-
ing period.

(3) The diposition of elements of the Bavtalion as of 25 October 1969 was
as follows:

Headquaters and CoTvTan-y A Me~n Ioa

Main Support Detachment Phuoc Vinh

B Detochment Quan Loi

C flotchnent Phuoc Vinh and FSB Buttons

Di fctachnont Tay Ninh

(4) The consolidated Battalion production for the period shows the
following coW~leted jobs:

/03
CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969
TAB AA: Logistics Opertions (Cont)

Vinh, Quan Loi, and Song Be. Mjor operational achievements were:

(1) Establishment of a. forward base at Song Be: As Division operations
spread into Phuoc Long province, the requirement for a logistic Bese at Song
Be became -more obvious. The 15th S&S Battalion ass~gned a Saply Platoon and
a rigger section to Song Be to provide the require!! support. 5upply operations
have increased on a daily basis since the establishment of the base. The
platoon provides full support in Class III and Class V supplies; however, at
present only limited redistribution points are provided for Class I and Class
II and IV supplies. As physical security is irproved and facilities axe
expanded, the platoon will be able to maintain greater stocks -nd providG full
support in all classes of swpply.

(2) Loy-out, of ne ASP for Song Be: TechnicAlly qualified amunition
personnel from this battalion were caled upon to recornend the lay-out of
a new A ntion Supply Point (ASP) to be constructd at Song Be. a:ings
and preliminary worlt have been finished, and the ASP is scheduled for con-
struction during the coming 'quarter.

(3) Training of Riggev Personnel: Personnel of this battalion conducted
tra ning classes on external helicopter sling-out procea.xes. These classes
were given throughout the Division area bf operations to both Divisional anid
non-dLvisional units. In addition, sling-out instruction has been incorporated
into the training program at /the PIRST TEAM-.Acaderny. Battalion personnel are
supporting combined operations with the ARVN by training 4RVIaT riggers in sling-
out procedures.

(4) Increased Rrphasis on Inspection of Air Dclivery Items: An inspection
team from the battalion conducted a one-time 100% inspection of all air
delivery equipment throughout the Division. In addition, rmonthly inspections
of air delivery items are being emphasized to insure that only serviceable
equipment is in use.

(5) Publication of Supply Bulletin: 15th S&S Battalion ublishod a supply
bulletin applicable to all Divisional units. This bulletin h-z L)rovcn to be
an effective means of disseminating information to commaders 5.nd supply
personnel and will be published on a regalar basis.

(6) Reduction of ASL Lines: The 15th S&S Battalion has redUced the number
of line items on the Authbrizod 10,tockap List (ASL) fron over 3,000 to less
than 1,200. The immediate effect has been a reduction in the number of supply
documents being processed, cmd has enabled the battalion to reduce the tire re-
quired to process aecustomer's requisition. The end result is faster response
to the customer's requirements.

(7) Class I issues:
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CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Qurterly P6riod Ending 31 October 1969
TAB AL: Logistics Oper-tions (Cont)

(a), Rations M -R,4,AUX=SoR:Oot
'A'" rations 1562 tons 2213 tons
I'D" -aions 1201 tons 1035 tons
"c" rations 1, 315; 762' meals" 1,039;975 mealsLRIM rations 114,655 moals 461i313 meals

(b) Ration Supplemnts Ma:-Jun-Jul.
Ieo 3702 tons 4026 tons
Sundry packs 370 tons 36a tons
Milk 2,712,986 pints 2,427;677 pint
Ice Cream 19,340 gal* 13,353 gal

(8) Closs II & IV Issues lhy-Juai-julo

wilrterly Total 4783 tons 3787 tons

(9) Clas III Issues ',ayJu.JuJ.
JP-4 5,769;400 gal 7p,24C; 90
AVGAS ' 77; 400 gal '305; 0o ;pl
MOGAS 1;049;500 gal 1 229.000 r..I
DF-2 1,512,900 gal I,649200 gal

(10) Class V Issues na.Jun.Jul

Quarterly Total 13,828 tons 13,286 tons

d. Xaintencance ,Operations (Aircralt)

(1) Deoentralised Maintenanoe Projeoct 00.0 (15th Transportation Battalion)
Durinv this period Project OQO was fully impldnented with the fieldin of nine-
teen k19) complete Diftot Support Detachments. All detachments were operation-
al by 17 October 1969. Personmel were provided from assigned personnel of tho
151h TO Bn; packoges of PLL parts were distributed by'Stock Control; complote
receipt and distribution 6f TO&E equipm6ntp shop sets, and special tools wore
made by The battali6n S-4.

(2) The former Company B reached zero (0) strength in conjunction i th
project 006 e d was dl6sed .out, -=I the formno Company A finished tarning in
all. of' the equipment. The battalion was reorganized undor VTOE 407. The 14TOE
and HQt USARPAC GO 577' drated 16 Jul 69 reduced the nxxber of companies of the
battdiion from four (4) t6 'two (2). The mission of the battalion chongod to
baok-ap Direot'Support for the dettzhnc-nis bnd rem aned as direct supp6rt for
the bzigZes md medical battalion. Supply support remained unchanged.

(3) Production Control

(a) Aircraft Work Orders Received - 1135

(b) Ai raft Released - 724

(4) Shop Office CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Snanug 31 Octobor 1969
TAB AA: Logistics Operations (Cont)

(a) Production Control Internal Work Orders - 720

(b) Direct Support Internal ork Orders - 1934

(c) Total - 2654

(5) Production Maintenance Man Hours (DA Form 2407) - 294,216.

(6) Recoveries - 0

(7) EIRs submitted - 5

(8) Technical Assistanme Visits to Units - 26

(9) Unit Locations: UNIT LOCATION

HHC BEIRCAT
Cowpany A LONG THR&N (N)
Co-m-pny B PHU LOI

(10) Avionics:

(a) The former "B" Co Avionics shop at Cu Chi was oved to Phuoc Vinh during
Septomber, to provide direct sup.?ort avionics repair to 1st Cav Aviation units
located at Phuoc Vinh on 27 September, and is part of "A" Co, 15th Trans Bn
(Am4s).

(b) An Avionics contact team was established at Tay Ninh, on 19 September,
in the A/229th area, for the purpose of providing a DX facility and assistance
as capable on site. It supports 1st Cav Aviation units in the Tay Ninh area.
This facility is operated by "'B" Co, 15th Trans Bn (AM&S).

(c) Both of these facilities are interim measures, to inprove vionics
support to the Division, until the deployed DS Detachments receive sufficient
test o uipment to operate thedr own Avionics facilities.

(d) Installation of commend consoles in 01-6A aircraft been, rith the first
one being installed in a 1st Bde LOH on 14-15 October. The second installation
was conpleted on a 3rd Bde OH-6A on 20 Oct 69 at "A" Co, 15th Trans Bn, with
two remaining consoles to be installed.

(..l). Tech Supply:

( Linc Stocked (ASL) 26i778
( Lines at Zero Balance 6;785
c-i..Lines at Zero Balance With Dues Out 3;661d 'Fringe. It~ms on 11aud 2 185

(.e Total Requests Received 40;532
ASL Requests Recaived- 30;907
Fringe Requests Received 9,625
Red Ball Requcsts Received N/A
Priority Group 1 Requests'Received 14,656
(nPD 01 to 03)
Priority Group 2 Requests Received 12242

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: 0erational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969
TAB AA: Loistics Operations (Cent)

(oIM 04 to 08)
Priority Group 3 Requests Received 2,529
(M 09 to 15)
Priority Group 4 Requests Received 0(IPD 16 to 20)

(f) Total Requests Filled 15;495
ASL Requests Filled 15,414
Fringe Requests Filled 81
Red Ball Request Filled NIA
Priority Group 1 Requests Filled 5;356
Priority Group 2 Requests Filled 41980
Priority Group 3 Requests Filled 1,433
Priority Group 4 Requests Filled 0

(g) Wixehouse Refusals - 1,199

(h) Demand Accomdation (Percent)- 76.6o

(i) Demand Satisfaction (Percent) - 47.7%

(j) !Humber of up-its supported - 28

e. During the reporting period, the 15th Medical Battalion continued to
provide division level medical suppoit, and unit level mdical support to
THE FIRST T iM. The 15th Mod Bn was er.loyed as follows:

Hq & Spt Co Carqo GorvAL
Co A Tay Ninh Base CmaTp
Co B Quan Loi Ba;se C np
Co C Quan Loi Base Cap

(1) The Bn Hqs provided adninistrativo nd logisticaJl support to elements
of the 15th Med Bn, as well as psychiatric, veterinary, optometry, and medical
supply support for all units of TIE FIRST TEM'1i. Additionclly, the Air Anbul-
ance Platoon provided aeromedical evacuation support to EMU FIRST TEAM.

(2) HSO provided medical support to the Division base cap, and back up
support to the letter companies of the 15th Med In,

(3) A Co provided medical supporb to elemcnts of thc 1st Bde. During the

latter portion of the period the coi,,my provided back-up suport, as required,

to e2ements of the 2nd ARVN Abn Bdeo.

(4) B Co provided medical support to elements of the 2nd Bde. Towrds the
end of the reporting period, a medical toan was deployed to FSB Buttons to
support the Hqs element of the 2nd Bde.' A lack of real estate prevented B Co
from deploying in total, along with Hqs, 2nd Bde to the new Base C=mp.

/o7
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(5) C Co provided medical support to elements of the 3r" Bdo. The unit
also provided support of the llth ACR. One medical coimany from the l1th ACR
was co-located with C Co.

(6) Due to periods of increased enemy activity within THE FIRST TFEAM AO, a
distinct need arcs6 for better control of 'the Battalion's resources. This need
resulted in the development of a Cormmand Mcdical Operations Center (0C100).
The -C1MC) becomes operational on order of the battalion comi-rmder, and serves
specifically to regulate the-flow of patients and casualties into the Division.
Clearing Stations, nonitor medical evacuati6n missions, determine the need for
an increase or redistribution of medical resources, and to keep t. battalion
conmander appraised of the overall medical sup, ort being rendereod, f,ing periods
of increased enemy activity, On 12 and 13 Auepst, opea:ation of t:. C0C
facilitated the treatment and evacuation of 450 casualties within a 48 hour
period.

(7) Twice during the reporting period, the Me(lical Battalion was called
upon to reinforce the existingmilical resourccs at a U.S. Special Forces camp
within TUR, FIRST TEAM AO, when the cax gpnerat~d casualties beyond their
capability to medically accom;modate. A medical tea consisting of 3 MC
officers, 1 1SC officer and 6 Z,. with medical supplies, was deployed to the
USSF cbz to reinforce the camp 't-reatment facility. The teem was augmented
by an aeromedioal evacuation crow.

(8) Personnel frem the 15th Mod Bn, augmented the efforts of the Division
Surgeon's Office in collecting and testing urine saxroles from throughout THE
FIRST TEAM. The purpose7 of this proram is to determine. whether or not per-
sonnel are taking the weekly CP maLaxia ablet.

(9) In order to standardize medical evacuation procedures throughout THE
FIRST TEAM, Cav Reg 40-15, Medical Evacuation was published,

. (10) During the month of September, the 15th Med Bn had 8 Med Evac aircrtft
damqged by hostile fire, and had 3 crew members killed and 5 crewmen wounded.

lo g
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1. (C) Section I.

a, °The qlater has been characterized by oontirning receipts of 4 ton,
3/4 -ton, and* 2 ton vehicles in .the Division though not at as grcat a rate as
experienced during the previous quarter. 108 .- tons, 34 3/4 tons, and 15 2?
tons have -been received. No arther 4 ion vehicles (mules) are expected for
the balance of the calendar year. Despite the receipts mentioned above
shortages exist among j ton and 3/4 ton trucks. Particulr ly critical is a
shortage of 13 1449C fuel 'truoks.

b. The Division's position on night observation devices continued to
improve from the previous 4uatoer. This was true for PVS-I/2's whore an
additional 34 became pert of the inventory.

c. In the area of radio equipment the shorae of PRC 25/77 raios
continued. In the VRC 12 family, 20 VRC 46's' and 13 VRC 47's vo.Le received
and provided increased communication capability for the infantiZy battalions.

d. Aerial rocket expenditures during this quarter were withih ASR and
stringent oontrols wmre continudd. Overdraws on illuminating iounds (B555 -

402p Illum, C296 - 81amn Ilum, L307 - Sig Illum GD, L312 - Sig Illum WSP,
and L495 - Flare Surface Trip); prompted more rigid controls on these items.
These controls will c6ntinue during the next quarter.

e. Fortification materials, construction materials, and NSAJ matting
remain critical, and all axe command controlled items. Shortages exist
throughout the Division in small sized lumber and plywood. The Division
received no allocation of these vital materials during October. Prospects
for next quarter arx that allocations will be extremely limited.

-f. zThe introduction of an AMVN Airborne Brigade into the Division's area
of operation ,as placed additional demands on the supply system. Logistidal
support for the Airborne Brigade is provided through ARVN supply channels.
Shortfalls in combat sevice su port needed for combat operations are absorbed
by the 1st Air Cavalry Division. Logistical support provided t6 the RV1MT
-Brigade included helicopter lift for movement of troops and equipment and
the use of generators and radios. Some inc-ease in ammunition expenditures
is attributed to support of the ARVN Airborne Brigade. Prospects 'or the
next quarter are the demands for logistical support will incre.e with the
additi6n of another ARVM1 Brigade.

g. The requirement to resupply the Song Be area entirely. y .ir lines of
communications continues to place great demands on the Air Force for air
lift. Indications are that this requirement will continue during next
quarter.

h. An extensive construction effort has been initiated to upgrade
housing conditions at fire bc'sos. The objective is to bring all troop facil-
ities up to an acceptable standard in accordance with e.isting regulations
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and almilbility of donstruction materials-.

i. Project OQO was initiated in mid July 1969. This project established
a decentralizod direct support (DS) mainten nce concept within the 1st Air
Cavalry Division. The previous DS maintenance organization consisted of a
DS maintinance battalion with four companies. Project OQO changed this
organization to create 19 DS maintenance detachments that cire assigned to
each'of the company size aviation units within the 1st CaV. These DS dotach-
ments axe backed up by a DS battalion with two companies. This project indi-
cates that it will solve a number of aircraft DS maintenance problems within
the 1st Air Cavalry Division.

C I IA
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1. (C) Population and Resources Control.

a*. Refugees

(1) During the reporting period, 236,200 lbs of food =as distributed to
refugees within the Division's TAOR primarily in the vicinity of Song Be.

(2) In the vicinity of Bo Duc, a refugee hamlet was constructed using
materials supplied by the Division and GVN authorities. The project was self-
help on the part of the refugees and met with great success.

(3) The Division providcd assistnce in flood control to a refugee
hamlet in Song Be. During the monsoon se-ason, the Division was credited with
saving 6 homes and 15 hectares of rice within the ham).et.

b. Security Control: The Division providod technical and material
assistdnce in the upgrading of Peoples Self-Dofonse Force defenses throughout
the AO.

2. (U) Civic Action

a. Through the Division Commodity Distribution Progr 1,282, 763$VN
worth of supplies was contributed from militoxy resources to villges and
hsmlets throughout the TAOR.

b. The Division provided financial support; 277,500PVN in the building of
3 hospitals/dispensarios, 11 schools, 4 bridges, 4 orphanages and nixierous
smaller vill~ae/heilot self-help projects.

c. The Division Engineer units provided equipment for the repair of 7
kilometers of road and the construction of soccer fields, wells, and drainage
ditches.

d. A total of 176 MEDCAPS and*2 DMUCPS were conducted during the report-
ing period treating 8,092 patients.

e. A demonstration farm was started in Phu Giao District Binh Duong
Province, supported by funds from the Division's Volunteay Civic Action Fund.
The purpose of the farm is to show the faxming community that by using the
prper m=aemromnt techniques of soil proparation, proper application of
fertilizers and insecticides, yields coan be markedly increased. Crops being
demonstrated -xe those commonly grown in the area so that improvement in
quality and quantity of yield' will be readily apparent. All cultivation
techniques ere within the capabilities of the Vietnamese farmers. The dcm.n-
atr %in P;-.=. cr:tcd ,-, -re-.t deal .f interzt :-zi=L; t Vu.. Victnp.-ae, v-r'. tho
Division is mdiling plans to initiate similar farms in Phuoc Lon,: cnd 3inh
Long Provinoe.
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f. During the quarter, the Division, -. th USAF assistance, tronsported
local Doy Scouts to Vung Tau for field trips ,and Vie-tnanise sports groups to
various sports festivals. In addition, refugees were transported to new !.f'
hamlets, greatly enhancing the GVN/FIF inage.

g. Spoken English classes wore conducted for local Vietnamese students
at An Loc and'lhu Giao District, three tis a week durLng the reporting period.

h. 385 health kits, 860 board feet of lumberi 1985 haalth itemrs (soap,
toothbrushes, etc.) and 51,000 lbs of excess food were distributc! through
vilalge officials to needy families within the Division TAOR.

i. A total of 1661 man days were dovotcd toward civic action projects by
the 1st Cavalry Division (Al) during the last quarter.
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1. (C) General:

a. As the Quarter coT.moncod, TM1 FIRST TEAMI was a:ctivoly cn±;cd in inten-
sified cazo.igns dirccted . .ainst elemcnts of the 9th VC Division, the 275th
Regiment of the 5th VC Division =nd the peolule of the VC controlled floating
village of -Ihuoc Set. "Genercl' caniAgns eirectod argainst major enemy units
continued. The 1st NVi., 5th VC, 7th NVA, and 9th VC Divisions wcre locitod in
the Division's TAGI and wcrc preparing a mnajor offcnsive to seize Binh Long
and Phuoc Long Province capitals.

b. A -)ltoon leozxder from the 121 Sajper Reconnaissance conpany ra llied to
Am Leo. H1e !mew the plan for the attaek on A Leo. The attack was initia.tcd
on 12 August snd was defoe.ted on n1l fronts. P-SYOP counter-attack was inititcd
primarily a ainst 95C, 271st and 272nd Regimc-nts utilizing rally and surrender
themes exploiting the tremendous losses suffered during the attack on 12
August. ETis canpaign resulted in 5 ralliers.

c. Oporation Phuoc San, was in pro,.gress at the boCinning of the period.
This ccvaign was directed at the residents of a VC controlled force labor
can located a:)- roxinately 15 kilometers north of Cam Gorvad. Special leaflets
and ta.pcs wers produccd providing directions on how and where to rally. The
results to date are 18 ralliors, 5 of whom were VC. It was learned that the
VC divided the remaining people into small groups and dispersed them through-
out the area.

d. A rallior from the 275th Rogiment, 5-h V Division just to the
beginning of the reporting period caused the initiation of an n '-iffed
PSOP cappaign directed at that teginent. Close coordination v, :intained
aong the Division PS:02 section, G2, and G3 Air. The concurr:-i t.xting
of the 275th with 3-52 strikes cmd tailor mde PSYO? meda trou,-i the end of
Septerber resulted in four officers roll-yi g from the 275th, one VC AssistantDistrict Chtief who provided information leading to the arrest of 17 additional

VCI, and a 0:oup of Civilian forced laborers from the village of Duo son, a
VC controlled forced labor carp located about 10 kilometers south of Song Be.

e. "s c result of interviews with the ralliors from the village of Duo
Don, it was learnod that xpproxirnatoly 400 men, women, and children woere buing
held captive by the VC. The people were suffering from a severe lack of food
and medicin6. An intensified PSYOP cozpaign was initiated on 23 September
employing QR lcaflots and tapes disseinated by air, initially resulting in 18
ralliers to Dunard. Aftor a continuous daoy rnd night PSYOP effort directed
at the =rea surrounding the suspccted Duo Don location, 33 individuals r:-lliod
to Dunard and 27 rallicd to FSD lary. Combined ARVN/CIDG operations supportc .

by FIRST TRIM ISYOP in the Duo Don area resulted in 92 ralliers on 30 September
ad 50 ralliers from Phu Van, a village vcry similar to Duo Den. A concentrated
PSYOP cmopaign was initioted auinst Phu Van concurrently with the continuing
Du Don c=a.naign. 78 individuals rallicJ to FSB Judie oil 11 October. The
resulting succ ess led to the installation of a 250 watt -round mounted loud-
speocaker systerm on FSB Judie and FM lary. Mossages were broad casted period-

//3
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ically day and night. On 13 October, 5 individuals rallied to F Nary and 15
rallied to F.- Judie. The campaign directoc! cainst the people in the Duc
Bon, Phu Van vill ;c conrplexes continued, To date there have been 511 individ-
uals returned to GVN control, 178 Hoi Chanh, 51 refugees and 26 dependent
wrives an,1 children.

f. Support was given to II Field Force Vietna. directed "Foanily Tree" and

" cploiter" caaign4 operation aploiter tenina.ted on 5 September 1969.

2. (C) Support
a. The 6th PSYO? aDattalion located at Dicn Hoa continued to provide igenoral

support to MHE FIRST" T'AM operations by printing 68 special request leaflets
for a total of 6,020,000 leafl6ts.

b. The 5th Special Operations Squad..on su-'ported CAV PSEOP until 10
October with UlO and C-47 aircraft. On 10 October, the 9th Special Operations
Squcdron assumed support from the 5th Squadron providing 02B and 0-47 aircraft.
During the repoorting period 51,697,000 lcaflcts were dropped and 71 hours
loudspeaker time was employcd in support of THE FL ST TEMI PSYOP Progran.

c. The 1st Cavalry Division (AM) Drigade ED 9SYOP- teoos operating from
Division UH!-lH helicoptcrs broadcast 544 hours and dropped 29,689,000 leaflets.
Brigade operations included pre-plonned and daily planned tarut oxeau as well
as quick reaction PSYOP exploitation. Battalion command and control as well
as logistical aircraft were also used to disseminate leaflets. A 1000 watt
speaker system was mounted 6n a U6A "Beaver" and was omploy6d effectively to
broadcast and drop leaflets.

d. PSY.fOP effeciency was increased by ca&)italizing on specific kno-m
vulnerabilities as early as possible 'fter disclosure. Thro±, close coordin-
ation among G-2, G-3, wid Division PSYOP the number of Hoi Chants a "ouhout

the Division AO increased from 151 during the last reportig qv rotr to 250
during this reporting quarter. This quarter 88 Hoi Chanhs rallied to FIRST
TAMI units convared to only 4 ralliers last quarter.

e. The quarter closed with coordination between the 1st Cavalry Division
(AM) and the ATVN Airborne Division to form a joint PSYOP coordinating co- ittee
to insure a unified PSYOP effort directed at the enemy during the next quarter.

3. (C) Kit Carson Scout (KOS)

a. Recruiting: Recruiting activitics dnring the rdforting'pbriod were
expanded to include the Chieu Ioi Centers at Tay Ninh and Hau N. ia. The Dilh
Long and Tay Ninh Centers proved excellent recruiting ereas producing 64 ICS
recruits.

b. Training: Because of a serious KCS retention problem duri4n the first
two monnths of the reporting period, the Division initiated the "KCS Buddy

/PI
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Progrtm." Tho objectives of the progrxi aox to weld the KCS a'd ,his US
Buddy into a toan, facilitato the adjust;, nt of the KCS into an American unit,
encourage the KOS to increase his knowledre of the English lan -gao, and to
instil in the K0S a. loyo.ty to his unit. The US Buddy from the KOS's future
unit joins the KCS at the FIRST TNMI Academy and they attend the final p. :es
of KOS training together. Indications are that the objectives of the progorn
axe being fulfilled.

c. Administration: Two dea.th gratuity pa yments Kve been Maae to families
of KOS killed in action. Bcattalion Chief Scotuts have boon designated for all
units and a pay raise was grantsd for Brigade, Battalion, and Company Chief
Scouts. One KCS received the Silver Star, and one rccived the 1ronze Star
for Velorous actions with the Ist Cavalry Division (AM). At the end of the
quter, the Division KCS strength was 170. One scout was killed and seven
wounded in combat operations during the quater.

CA
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TAB AE: Chemical Activities

1. Op6rations: During the reporting period 1 August 1969 - 31 .October 1969,
chemical activities generally stayed at the same level 6 the last reporting
perioa.

a. Defoliation by helicopter received increased emphasis as t he Division
moved into remote areas of Phuoc Long Province, III Corps Tactical Zone.
Division Cheical flew defoliation missions on 26 separate days dispersing some
4285 gallons of agent ORANGE.

b. Ground Commanders found numerous garden plots tended by VC/NA personnel.
They wanted immediate crop destruction missions flown to deny the enemy this
valuable source of fresh food. The problem of slow response from the herbicide
program for approval of crop destruction and the fact that most gardens were
nearly ready for harvest hampered herbicide operations.

2. Operational Totals: Totals"given in6lude most but-not all of the Chemical
support given to THE FIRT TEAM.

CS Drum Drops
44 sorties for 1279 drums (102,320 lbs)

Sniffer Missions
423

Fougasse Installed
506x55 gallon drums

E-158 Munitions Dropped
321 Munitions dropped. (Includes only those dropped by

'chemical personnel)

Buker' Use Restriction Bomb (BmJB)
?194 manufac tued and delivered to the field,

Napalm dropped from CH-47
18 drums (90 gallons)

Husch Flxesi '~~82 'In'st alid.... ..

"Defoliation Operations
39 Missions using 4,285 gallons of agent Orangre.

//
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